
 
Minute of Meeting held in Council Chamber, 
Council Offices, Stornoway on Wednesday, 26 
October 2022 at 10.00am. 

 
PRESENT Mr Angus Morrison (Chair)  
 Mr Malcolm K. Macdonald (Vice-Chair) Mr Iain A MacNeil 
 Mr Ranald Fraser  Mr John Norman Macleod  
 Mr John A MacIver  Mr Calum Maclean  
 Mr Gordon Murray Mr Rae Mackenzie  
 Mr George Murray  Mr Finlay Stewart  
   
APOLOGIES Mr Mustapha Hocine  
   
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE Mr Paul F. Steele  Mr Paul Finnegan  
 Mr Robert Mackenzie  Mr Kenneth Macleod  
 Mr Iain M. Macaulay  Mr Duncan Macinnes MBE  
   
OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE Mr Malcolm Burr  Mr Derek Mackay 
 Mr Norman Macdonald  Mr Steven Ferguson 
 Mr William MacDonald  Mr Ray Buist (External Audit) 
 Mr Sandy Gomez  Mr Brian Howarth (External Audit) 

 
 

Prayer  The Meeting was preceded in prayer by Mr Finlay Stewart.  
 

  The Chairman ruled items 3a and 3b as urgent to allow the matters to be considered prior 
to the next meeting. 
 

Tribute: Angus 
Murray   
 

 The Chairman paid tribute to Mr Angus Murray who passed away recently. Mr Murray 
had recently retired from the Comhairle, and had supported the Committee for a number 
of years, most recently in the Chief Executive’s Department.   
 
The Chair, on behalf of the Comhairle, extended condolences to Mr Murray’s family and 
friends. 
 

  MINUTES 
 

Minute of Meeting 
of 22 September 
2022 
 

1 The Minute of the Meeting of 22 September 2022 was approved.  

Declaration of 
Interest 
 

2 There were no declarations of interest. 

Annual Accounts 
2021/22 

3(a) The Chief Financial Officer submitted a Report seeking approval of the Comhairle’s 
Audited Annual Accounts for 2021/22 which set out the financial statements for the 
Comhairle and had been prepared in accordance with the Code of Practice on Local 
Authority Accounting in the United Kingdom.    
 
 
It was agreed to: 

COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR 
AUDIT AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 



 
(1) note the Annual Audit Report to the Comhairle and the Controller of Audit; and 

 
(2) approve the audited Annual Accounts for signature. 
 
 

Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar 2021/22 
Annual Audit 
Report 

3(b) With reference to Item 3(b) of the Minute of Meeting of 26 October 2021, Audit Scotland 
submitted a Report summarising the findings arising from the 2021/22 Audit of 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (the Comhairle) and its group. The scope of the audit was set 
out in the 2021/22 Annual Audit Plan presented to the 23 June 2022 meeting of the Audit 
and Scrutiny Committee. The report comprises the findings from an audit of the annual 
accounts and consideration of the four audit dimensions that frame the wider scope of 
public audit set out in the Code of Audit Practice 2016 namely, financial management, 
financial sustainability, governance and transparency and value for money.  
 
Mr Brian Howarth, Assistant Director and Ray Buist, Senior Auditor, represented Audit 
Scotland at the Meeting.  Mr Howarth commended the work and efforts of the 
Comhairle’s Officers in producing the annual accounts.  
 
The Report detailed the main elements of the audit work undertaken in 2021/22 and 
highlighted eleven key messages arising from the audit and those of significance were: 
 

• The annual accounts of the Comhairle and its group had received unmodified 
opinions.  

 

• There were no significant issues arising from the audit of the final accounts.  
 

• The Comhairle achieved a year end surplus of £3.9m through a combination of 
unspent COVID-19 funding, departments’ underspend and central contingency 
underspends – this has added to general fund reserves (£31.7m) with £28m 
earmarked for specific purposes.  

 

• The Comhairle had an initial projected underlying deficit for 2023/24 of £2.7m which 
has now risen to £5.6m as a result of a higher pay settlement and energy cost 
inflation. The deficit for the current and next year is now £8.6m. In the absence of 
additional funding or new savings, this will need to be met from reserves. 

 

• There is a need for a medium to long-term financial strategy and strategic workforce 
and asset management planning, with the Director for Strategic Finance role 
(currently vacant) being a key part in achieving this.  

 

• The BVAR report for the Comhairle was published in September 2022 and noted 
that elected members must provide leadership and clear priorities if the 
organisation is to improve public services and address significant financial and 
workforce challenges.  

 
Mr Howarth noted that this would be his final year as part of a six-year Appointment as 
Auditor for the Comhairle and recorded his appreciation to Elected Members, the Chief 
Executive, the Chief Financial Officer and Team and to Comhairle officers.  
 
It was agreed to note the 2021/22 Annual Audit Report.  
 

 


