
 

 

At its meeting on 21 September 2021, the Communities and Housing Committee considered the business referred to 
below.  The Committee has approved the recommendations detailed for approval by the Comhairle.  Where the 
Committee has exercised delegated powers or used the conditional delegation provisions for any item, this is stated. 
 
Items marked with an asterisk* were considered with the press and public excluded from the Meeting. 
 

Item Title Agenda 
Number 

Committee’s Decision 

Minute of Meeting 
of 15 June 2021 
 

1 The Minute of Meeting of 15 June 2021 was approved. 

Declaration of 
Interest 
 

2 Mr Calum Macmillan declared a non-pecuniary interest in items 5 and 11 as a 
Director of South Uist Estate and as a Member of the Uist and Barra Housing Group 
and remained in the meeting in the during consideration of the items. 
 
Mr Norman A Macdonald declared a non-pecuniary interest in items 10 and 11 as a 
Board Member of Hebridean Housing Partnership and remained in the meeting 
during consideration of the items. 
 
Mr John Norman Macleod declared a non-pecuniary interest in items 10 and 11 as 
a Board Member of Hebridean Housing Partnership and remained in the meeting 
during consideration of the items. 
 
 

Presentation by 
Western Isles Foyer 
 

3 This item was withdrawn. 

Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service – 
Performance 
Against the Fire 
and Rescue Plan 
for the Western 
Isles 
 

4 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree  
 
(1) to note the Quarterly Performance Report for the period quarter 1 

2021/22; and  
 
(2) that the Director for Communities would circulate details of the new 

legislative requirements in relation to smoke dectectors in homes. 

Performance 
Management 
2021/22 Quarter 1 
Consumer and 
Environmental 
Services 
Housing Services 
Municipal Services 
Energy 
 

5 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle note the Report.  
 
Arising from consideration of this item it was agreed to recommend to the 
Comhairle that the Director for Communities would submit a Report to the next 
series of meetings in relation to the installation and running costs of air source heat 
pumps.  
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Performance 
Management 
2021/22 Quarter 1  
Economic 
Development and 
Planning 
 

6 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle note the Report.  

Performance 
Management 
2021/22 Quarter 1 
Health and Social 
Care 
 

7 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree:  
 
(1) to note the Performance Report; and 
 
(2) that the Chief Officer, Health and Social Care would submit a Report to the 

December 2021 meeting of the Committee to consider further options in 
respect of structures, pay grades and progression career paths in the care 
sector. 

  
The Animal Welfare 
(Licensing of 
Activities Involving 
Animals) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2021 
 

8 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the introduction of a new licensing regime under the Animal Welfare 

(Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (Scotland) Regulations 2021; 
 
(2) delegate the Comhairle’s Licensing Authority functions under these 

regulations to the Director for Communities; 
 
(3) agree the fee structure as detailed in paragraph 6.9 of the Report;  and 
 
(4) grant the Director of Communities delegated authority to increase these 

fees in line with inflation.  Any increases will be rounded up to the nearest 
pound. 

 
Housing Options 
and Homeless 
Annual Report 
2020/21 
 

9 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report.  

Annual Assurance 
Statement 
 

10 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the Annual Assurance 
Statement at Appendix 1 for submission to the Scottish Housing Regulator by 31 
October 2021. 
 

Strategic Housing 
Investment Plan 
2022/23-2026/27 
 

11 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) notes the contents of the Report;  
 
(2) note that the draft Strategic Housing and Investment would be considered 

by the Communities and Housing Member Officer Working Group and 
would be circulated to Members for comments; and 

 
(3) authorise the Director for Communities, in consultation with the Chair and 

Vice Chair of Communities and Housing Committee, to finalise the 
Strategic Housing Investment Plan and submit to the Scottish Government 
by 29 October 2021. 

 
Reports 
Outstanding 
 

12 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

 


