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COVID-19 LOCAL BUSINESS SUPPORT SCHEME (C-LBSS) 
 

 
The key aim of the COVID-19 Local Business Support Scheme (C-LBSS) is to support and enable viable businesses to survive the COVID-19 
outbreak and prosper in future years. 
 
Who can apply?  
 
Businesses located in the Outer Hebrides may be eligible for support where the following applies: 
 

 the intervention is to sustain a business (individuals in hardship should apply for support through the welfare system); 

 the business is not eligible for a Scottish Government Business Support Grant; 
 the business has exhausted all other avenues of Scottish/UK Government support; and 

 there is evidence that the intervention will enable the business to survive the outbreak and thrive thereafter. 
 

The following established business forms can apply: sole trader; partnership; limited company; social enterprise; or any other legal business 
structure. Applicants must be located within the Outer Hebrides.  UK residents and those ‘granted leave to remain’ in the UK are also 
eligible to apply for support.   
 
Applicants must be able to demonstrate that without support their business would be at risk and that support from the scheme will enable 
their business to remain viable for the next 12 months.  

 
Applicants must be able to evidence the requirement for financial assistance sought.  Any offer of financial assistance will be based on C-
LBSS providing the minimum amount of funding required to support the business, and applicants will be expected to pursue funding 
opportunities from other sources where available. 
 
What can be assisted? 
 
It is not expected that the funding will be used for income replacement or cashflow loans.  Examples of the types of activity that could be 
supported are: 
 

 maintain plant and equipment that would otherwise become obsolete; 
 fund lease payments on assets that might otherwise be lost and unreplaceable; 

 meet interest payments on a business loan and bridging facilities; and 
 allowable business costs that must be paid to maintain the business until COVID-19 restrictions lift. 

 
Where applicable, applicants must speak to their financial services provider regarding repayment holidays on all types of finance (e.g. loans, 

overdrafts, lease agreements, etc.).  This may be evidenced by submitting correspondence showing the request being refused. 

Businesses applying for assistance under C-LBSS will be expected to demonstrate that primary outcomes can realistically be achieved, that 
is: 
 

 the business has viable plans and can prosper in future, post-COVID-19; 

 safeguarding business operations; and 
 safeguarding existing jobs. 
 
What assistance is available? 
 
Assistance from C-LBSS will be up to 100% of eligible costs, normally up to a maximum of £5,000. 
 
Applicants must demonstrate that the award sought is the minimum required for the business to survive the COVID-19 outbreak. Funding 
will only be provided as a last resort where the applicant has no other means of sustaining the business. 
 
Applicants will be expected to provide a detailed justification for the inclusion of all items of expenditure in their costs. Eligibility of any 
one element of the costs for assistance does not presuppose eligibility of other associated costs. Grant assistance will normally be given as 
de minimis aid as defined by the European Commission. 
 
In general, applicants may only receive one grant under this scheme.  However, in this regard the Comhairle may choose to exercise 
discretion for exceptional circumstances. 
 
How to apply 
 
Prospective applications must be discussed with a member of the Business Gateway team in advance.  The contact details are: 01851 
822775  e-mail: businessgateway@cne-siar.gov.uk  Web: www.cne-siar.gov.uk   
 

http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/

