
COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR 
 

 

 
The Town and Country Planning Scotland Act 1997 – Section 36(1) 
 
Town and Country Planning General Development Procedure Order 2013 Regulation 16 
 
Planning Register - Part 1 
 
Application Details 
 
Reference Number 23/00505/PPD  
Date registered as valid 18.12.2023  
Description of Development Alter and Extend Existing (Co Leis Thu) Hebrides People 

Centre Building. Construct New Student Accommodation 
Building and Associated Parking Area. Construct New 
Parking Area and Access onto A859. Create New 
Landscape Features, including paths and walkways. 
Install Air Source Heat Pumps and Roof Mounted Solar 
PV 

Address or description of location to  Genealogy Centre, Seallam, Northon, Isle of Harris 
which the development relates  
Applicant Name Mr Stephen MacKinnon, Northton Heritage Trust 
Applicant Address Hebrides People Visitor Centre, Isle of Harris 
Agent name (if applicable) Mhairi Dobbie, Studio Hebrides Architecture Ltd 
Agent address (if applicable) Oban na Feidh, 19A Locheport, Isle of North Uist 

 
The above application summary is accompanied by plans and drawings sufficient to describe the 

development and where relevant any design statement. 

 
Important Note: on Tuesday 07 November 2023, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar experienced a criminal 
cyber incident and is working with Police Scotland, the Scottish Government and the National Cyber 
Security Centre to investigate the matter. 
 
The Online Planning Portal remains unavailable as does our suite of integrated software and 

hardware systems. In order to enable access by the wider public to application documents and 

consult upon planning applications, interim systems have been put in place on the temporary 

website of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, including a rudimentary facility to display a limited number 

of  documents per application. 

 

Any party wishing to view the application file in full may do so at the offices of Comhairle nan Eilean 

Siar at Sandwick Road, Stornoway Isle of Lewis, HS1 2BW or Balivanich, Isle of Benbecula. HS7 5LA, 

ordinarily between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday (excluding public and local holidays). It is 

recommended that in advance of visiting an office to view an application that you make an 

appointment by sending an email to planning@cne-siar.gov.uk 

 

mailto:planning@cne-siar.gov.uk
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Design Update: Hebrides People Visitor Centre

1.	 Existing Site

The design drawings have been updated to clarify which features are 
identified for removal.

These features are highlighted red.
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for removal to facillitate con-
struction of accommodation 
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Full extent of existing stone walls 
to be removed to accommodate 
proposed new parking area.

Stone to be retained for re-use.

Sections of the existing foot path may be re-
tained to facilitate maintenance access

Non Native Sitka Spruce to be removed to 
facilate new access and parking to be con-
structed  and planting of native species

Non Native species selectively removed.
Native species retained in this area.

Existing (unused) septic tank removed

Existing bus shelter removed

Oil tanks removed - noted risk of ground 
contamination

All vegetation removed where 
affected by new building and 

parking footprint
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Design Update: Hebrides People Visitor Centre

             2.	 Proposed Site 

The coordinated design overview layout is shown on Architect’s Drawing;

2303_AL_090_E_Site Arrangement

This drawing is to be read in context with the Engineer’s and Landscape 
Architect’s Drawings

The key matters are summarized here;

The site layout circulated in May formed the basis of the agreed design 
that the Design Team would use in order to prepare the full set of coordi-
nated design drawings that would be resubmitted in support of the plan-
ning application

The first matter to finalise was the car parking because it is the most crit-
ical design aspect with regards compliance with local plan guidance and 
subsequent consultation responses from Nature Scotland and SEPA.

i.e. parking space numbers, whether the SSSI area is affected by regrading 
works etc etc

This layout subsequently dictates the proposed ground levels across the 
whole site.

The Design Team is now in the position of having refined the interface 
between all main elements of the site layout.
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Access to Northern part of Landscape 
Design via pathway that will transition 
into matting that will allow the grass to 
grow through.

Landscape Design to Northern part 
of site unchanged from original 
Planning Submission

Redesigned Accommodation 
building;

Takes into account detailed 
site investigation work.  It 
is not possible to overlay 

suitable fill material on the 
existing slope or place any 

part of a new structure.

The design has changed shape 
to take account of this.   The 

changed shape is also intend-
ed to be more economical to 

build with a smaller ground 
floor area.

Minor re-design to car park 
area to suit revised accommo-

dation building

Current Parking Proposal in line with 
design parameters established during 
Planning Consultations

Foot Bridge - Levels determined.
Detailed design of structure and railings 
in abeyance

Playpark relocated

Playpark relocated

Proposed Level of 15m AOD 
with crossfall

5m buffer zone to existing 
watercourse
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Design Statement : Hebrides People Visitor Centre

3.	 Engineer’s Design and Car Parking 

The parking provision and all pathways and landscape levels have been 
determined by the engineer.
This update includes relocating parking space that was in front of the 
bridge access and introducing a new stone wall along the roadside.
The proposed levels are shown blue on the drawing.
There is no regrading work within the 5m watercourse buffer zone 

Accessible Route;
1.2m minimum width maintained along route

Accessible Route;
1.2m minimum width maintained along 
route

Level at play park entrance to be +15m AOD
Intention is to avoid regrading work within 
SSSI area and 5m buffer zone

Access to Northern part of Landscape design is 
via footpath that goes behind the camper van 
spaces

All regrading and new embankments out with 5m buffer zone

New masonry wall outside of visibility splay
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Design Update: Hebrides People Visitor Centre

4.	 Landscape Design 

The Landscape Design prepared by RGS Landscapes is co-ordi-
nated with Engineering and Architectural Proposals.

The Northern part of the design, with the exception of the re-
located play park remains unchanged from the design that was 
submitted as part of the original planning submission.

Paving and fencing details are fully specified on the Drawing 
and these matters can be reviewed with the client.

Do not scale from this drawing; work to figured dimensions only.  All existing dimensions to be checked on
site.  All discrepancies must be notified to the issuing office.

This drawing is to be read in conjunction with all other relevant documentation, including that produced by
other  consultants, sub-contractors and suppliers.

©   No part of this drawing may be reproduced without their prior written permission.

NOTES:

Breasclete Isle of Lewis HS2 9ED

rgs landscapes landscape design practice
Breasclete Community Hall,Unit 1 

rgs landscapes
landscape design practice

M: 07840358024

description drawn ckd date

Date:
Drawn:

Rev:

Checked:

Project:

Drawing:

Scale:

DRAWING No.

rev

Project No:

Original Size: A1

Hebrides Peoples Centre

landscape design plan 11

HPC1

NTS JULY 24
RGS

90(11)DRAFT 11

Landscape Design to Northern part 
of site unchanged from original 
Planning Submission

Play park relocated

Play park relocated
Proposed Level of 15m AOD 

with cross-fall

Slate Paving
Benches

Access path;
Reduced in scale to discourage wandering 
by exhibition visitors.
Also addresses matter of placing fill on 
existing slope.

Permeable paving to promote 
surface water drainage across 

this area

Paved, gentle gradient to start of path.
Remainder of path to play area on grass mat-
ting.  Knee rail edging.

Stone Pillars

No pathways, 
boardwalk or struc-

tures within 5m 
buffer zone

Access to Northern part of Landscape design is 
via footpath that goes behind the camper van 
spaces
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Design Update : Hebrides People Visitor Centre

5.	 Building DesignThe Building Design has been updated in orders to achieve the following;
-Efficiency improvements
	 Reduction in overall floor area - approximately 35sqm across the scheme
	 Improve circulation and avoid - all escape routes now exit on the same side of the building
	 Reduce overall structural widths ;
	 Shape of accommodation building is easier to construct and should require less long/larger section material
- Address Detailed Ground Investigation results;
	 Accommodation Building moved and lowered, building made narrower which addresses updated ground investigation information that overlaying material to build up part of the slope is best avoided
- Visual massing
	 Remove original long and wide perpendicular “lean-to” roof on accommodation building and replace with more domestic scaled “gable end” design
- Visual cohesion
	 Gable end of accommodation building now in the same style as main extension building.
	 Integration of fully accessible sanitary facilities
	 Further minor internal re-plan to gain efficiencies in floor space.

The floor plans below show the relative changes to how the building will look from across the site from different angles.
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Overall foot print narrowed.

Communal Areas Re-Designed

Building Width Reduced by 300mm;
Corridor and Stair adjusted.
Exhibition area unchanged.

Building moved 4m towards road.

Ground Floor Plan Originally Submitted Ground Floor Plan as currently proposed.

Lift rotated 90 degrees

Minor internal redesign

Internal fit out per exhibition designer proposals

Window alignment adjusted to rationalize 
structural gridFully Accessible Bedroom
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Window alignment adjusted to 
rationalize structural grid.
Height of stone cladding adjusted.

*Visualizations show overall design massing changes but windows are to be updated
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