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Battery Point, Stornoway 

A Note on the Site Name 

The vicinity of the site was used as an artillery emplacement from the 18th to the 20th century, hence 

the name Battery Point.  Now, in the 21st century, it is a fitting location for the island's first grid-scale 

battery energy storage system.  
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1. Introduction 

1.1. This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) report has been prepared by The Greenspan Agency on behalf of 

the applicant, Point and Sandwick Trust, to accompany a planning application for a 25 MW battery 

storage park hereafter referred to as “Battery Point Energy Storage Park”.  

1.2. This report has been prepared to meet statutory requirements for a ‘major’ application in accordance 

with The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 

2013 (as amended). It documents the pre-application consultation with the public. 

1.3. It has been agreed with Comhairle nan Eilean Siar1, that the application should be classed as a ‘major 

application’ under The Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland) Regulations 

2009, despite the small total area.  

1.4. Pre-application consultation with the community should inform communities and empower them to 

contribute to emerging development proposals. Consultation can help address community issues, 

mitigate negative impacts and address misunderstandings, resulting in a better-quality planning 

application2.  

1.5. Throughout the pre-application process the applicant’s team made it clear to the public that any 

comments made by them were not representations to the Planning Authority and that opportunities for 

formal representation would be available through Comhairle nan Eilean Siar once the planning 

application was submitted. 

1.6. The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013, as 

amended, set out what a ‘Pre-Application Consultation Report’ must include, as detailed in the quote 

below. This report has been prepared to meet these requirements.  

“7B.  A pre-application consultation report must contain— 

(a) the dates on which, and places where, public events were held as required in accordance with 

regulation 7(2), 

(b) a description of— 

(i) any additional consultation or notification required by the planning authority in relation to 

the proposed application under section 35B(7) of the Act, 

(ii) any additional steps taken by the prospective applicant to consult with members of the 

public as regards the proposed development, 

(c) a list of bodies, groups and organisations who were consulted by the prospective applicant, 

(d) evidence as to how the prospective applicant carried out the activities described under sub-paragraphs 

(a), (b) and (c), 

(e) copies of— 

(i) any materials sent to consultees, 

(ii) any materials provided to those attending a public event, and 

 
1 Email to Calum MacDonald, Point and Sandwick Trust, from Morag Ferguson, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 10/10/2022 
2 Planning Circular 3/2013: Development management procedures 
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(iii) any visual presentation shown or displayed at a public event, 

(f) photographs of any display boards or models at public events, 

(g) confirmation as to whether consultees and attendees at public events were informed that pre-

application consultation does not remove the right or the potential need to comment on the final 

application once it is made to the planning authority, 

(i) a summary of— 

(i) the written responses to consultations, and 

(ii) views raised at public events, including an indication of the number of written responses received and 

the number of persons who attended the public events, 

(j) an explanation of how the prospective applicant took account of views raised during the pre-

application consultation process, and 

(k) an explanation of how members of the public were given feedback on the prospective applicant's 

consideration of the views raised during the pre-application consultation process.” 

 

  



 

 

Battery Point Energy Storage Park Chapter: Consultation 
Pre-Application Consultation Report Page 3 of 41 

 

2. Consultation  

2.1. The table below provides an overview of how the statutory requirements of public consultation were met 

(in bold) and exceeded. The statutory requirement is to: 

“a) hold at least two public events where members of the public may make comments to the 

prospective applicant as regards the proposed development; and  

b) publish in a local newspaper circulating in the locality in which the proposed development is 

situated”3. 

Table 1: Public Consultation Summary, statutory requirements in bold 
Event Advertisement 

Public Consultation Event 1, 21/11/22 – 
Newton Ward Community Association, 
16:00-19:00 

Isles FM radio and social media 04/11/22 
Stornoway Gazette 10/11/22 
Stornoway Gazette 17/11/22 
Point and Sandwick Trust website, Facebook page, and Twitter 

Public Consultation Event 2, 15/12/22 – 
Stornoway Town Hall, 13:00-18:00 

Isles FM radio and social media 13/12/22 
Stornoway Gazette 01/12/22 
Stornoway Gazette 08/12/22 
Point and Sandwick Trust website, Facebook page, and Twitter 

 

Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) 

2.2. The original proposal of application notice (PAN) is replicated in the appendix of this report. It contains 

details of the proposed consultation events, an introduction to the project, and a location plan of the 

proposal. This was submitted to Comhairle nan Eilean Siar on 19/10/22, more than 12 weeks prior to the 

submission of this planning application (as per the requirements in legislation4). 

2.3. When the PAN was submitted to Comhairle nan Eilean Siar it was also provided to Stornoway Community 

Council, Newton Ward Community Association, and the local councillors for Ward 105.  

2.4. On 21 October 2022 Comhairle nan Eilean Siar informed The Greenspan Agency that the PAN had been 

received.  

2.5. The PAN was approved by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar on 31 October 2022, subject to additional 

requirements. These are detailed in the copy of the decision notice below. In summary these were:  

• Further details as the form of events were to be provided: This was done via an email from 

Emma Menzies of The Greenspan Agency to Helen Macdonald of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

planning department dated 25 November 2022.  

• Promotion of the events through ‘local radio, online local news site and relevant social media’: 

The additional publicity measures were carried out. Evidence of this was provided in Emma 

 
3 The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013, SSI 2013/155, Part 2, Regulation 7 
4 Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006, 35B. 
5 Email from Jack Cook, The Greenspan Agency, to Comhairle nan Eilean Siar Planning; Helen MacDonald, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar; 
Stornoway Community Council; Newton Ward Community Association; Angus McCormack, Councillor; Frances Murray, Councillor; George 
Murray, Councillor; and Rae Mackenzie, Councillor. 
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Menzies’ email of 25 November 2022. Further records of the publicity are provided in the 

appendices to this report.  

 

Advertisement  

2.6. Adverts for the public events were published in the Stornoway Gazette in print and online on 10 

November and 17 November 2022 for the first public event, and 01 December and 08 December 2022 

for the second event (see appendix).  

2.7. The events were also promoted by Isles FM on their breakfast and drive time shows, and social media, 

on 04 November and 13 December 2022.  

2.8. The Point and Sandwick Trust promoted both events on their website, and through their social media in 

the run up to the event. 

2.9. Local news outlets such as WeLoveStornoway.com published articles on the project which mentioned the 

public events, and the project has been promoted publicly since at least January 2022 (see appendix for 

January 2022 Press and Journal article). 

 

Public Consultation Event 1 

2.10. The first public consultation event was held at the Newton Ward Community Association, Seaforth Road, 

Stornoway, on Monday 21 November 2022 between 16:00 and 19:00. 

2.11. This event was an exhibition drop-in session which encouraged any interested member of the public to 

discuss the project with a member of the team and ask questions.  

2.12. Displays were shown of potential designs, the details of the site, and the planning process (see appendix). 

Leaflets were also provided of these displays for members of the public to take away with them, and 

feedback forms were provided for attendees to make comments. 

2.13. The event was hosted by three members of the planning and design team for the project – Martyn Bentley 

and Jack Cook (The Greenspan Agency) and Calum Macdonald (Point and Sandwick Trust). It was made 

clear to all attendees that the design was subject to change, that comments made were not 

representations to the planning authority, and that comments could be made to Jack Cook by email or 

post until 14 December 2022.  

2.14. There were five attendees at this event, two of these were members of Point and Sandwick Trust 

(Norman Mackenzie, Chairman, and Angus McCormack, Honorary President and Ward 10 Councillor), the 

other three were interested members of the public.  
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Public Consultation Event 2 

2.15. The second public consultation event was held in Stornoway Town Hall, 20 South Beach, Stornoway HS1 

2BJ on Thursday 15 December 2022 between 13:00 and 18:00. 

2.16. This event followed the same format as the initial event with additional displays and information in 

response to the feedback from the first event. The event was hosted by Jack Cook (The Greenspan 

Agency) and Calum MacDonald (Point and Sandwick Trust). 

2.17. The event was attended by 12 members of the public. 

 

3. Consultation Comments and Feedback 

Consultation Event 1 

3.1. Three written responses were received from the first consultation event, as well as verbal comments 

through discussions about the project. Reponses in general were positive.  

3.2. The discussion included questions about: 

• The visual impact of containerised battery units in the absence of fencing or planting 

• Impacts of lithium mining 

• Lifecycle emissions of batteries 

• The effect on energy bills on the island 

• If it would directly benefit the people on the island. 

3.3. The written responses were also positive. One wished us luck with the application, another stated a belief 

that the facility may eventually be a benefit to the island. The third response indicated their support for 

the project and that it would be a positive development for the local energy system, as well as stating: 

“some concerns over noise but I think this could be mitigated”. 

 

Consultation Event 2 

3.4. Eight feedback forms were returned, some of these were from couples so represented two people’s 

views. 

3.5. Those that attended had not been to the first event and were interested to learn about the project.  

3.6. People commented on the fact that the site had been a rubbish dump, although it was not clear whether 

this was a formal use of the site. 

3.7. Questions were asked about the noise produced during operation of the batteries, the local impact of 

the project, and the role it would play in the local and wider electricity grid. The Point and Sandwick Trust 

windfarm project was discussed and at least one attendee queried how the battery project would be 

connected to these turbines.  

3.8. The developer’s representatives did their best to answer all questions honestly and accurately. 
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3.9. Fencing and tree planting were also discussed with the public as a way to improve the visual impact of 

the project. 

3.10. Of the eight feedback forms completed, five provided positive responses such as “an interesting project 

to bring the islands on the edge of the world to the middle of community ownership”, “very worthwhile 

project”, and “good to do away with diesel as much as possible”. 

3.11. One written response from a neighbour to the site raised concerns about the safety of batteries, the loss 

of green view, and questioned the location choice.  

3.12. Two feedback forms did not have any comments. 

3.13. Following these comments and discussions, a noise assessment was carried out. A planting plan has also 

been completed to improve the visual attractiveness of the proposal. Both the noise assessment and 

planting plan have been submitted with the full planning application which accompanies this report.  

3.14. The planning application supporting information has been written with the aim of addressing the matters 

raised by the public, particularly where these are planning matters.  

 

Consultation Event Follow-up 

3.15. After the two consultation events, members of the public who had attended either of the two events and 

provided their contact details were emailed. The general aim of the emails were as follows: 

• December 2022 – To thank members of the public for attending, and to provide them with a 

point of contact to obtain further information if they so wished.  

• April 2024 – To remind members of the public of the project. To provide them with a general 

update, let them know that a planning application will be submitted soon, and inform them of 

how their views were taken into account. This final point helps to meet regulation 7B(k) of The 

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 

2013 which states that the ‘Pre-Application Consultation Report’ must include, “an 

explanation of how members of the public were given feedback on the prospective applicant's 

consideration of the views raised during the pre-application consultation process.” While noise 

and landscape planting were being given due consideration by the applicant’s team prior to 

the consultation events, it is the case that these matters were mentioned by the public and 

the views of the public helped ensure that these matters were properly considered. The April 

2024 emails to members of the public stated: 

“The project team enjoyed our discussions with you and other members of the public during the 

consultation events. Your ideas have contributed to the design for which planning permission 

will now be sought. For example, the project will include new tree and hedge planting to 

enhance the appearance of the project and biodiversity, and an acoustic barrier will be included 

to protect nearby houses from any noise.” 
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Other Consultation 

3.16. During October 2022 Calum MacDonald of the Point and Sandwick Trust sought comments from a 

member of the local community who had lived close to the site for around 60 years. 

3.17. The neighbour6 noted that the site area was open shore until 1948 when the Goat Island causeway and 

sea wall were built. He mentioned the site had been used for dumping waste such as building rubble, and 

more recently harbour rubbish, so had not been a visually attractive area. He was hopeful that this 

proposed battery project would result in the removal of this unsightly waste and be a better use of the 

land than the current “wasteland”. 

3.18. He commented that his initial opinion was “to give this a welcome especially if we can have some 

environmental “additions” and guarantees regarding noise pollution”. 

3.19. Consultation with the planning authority, other Comhairle departments, and formal planning consultees 

such as SEPA and Scottish Water, are detailed in the separate Design and Access Statement provided with 

this planning application.  

 

 
6 To maintain confidentiality The Greenspan Agency have chosen not to name the neighbour.   
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Appendix 1. Proposal of Application Notice 
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Appendix 2. Proposal of Application Notice Decision Letter 
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Appendix 3. Press Coverage, Social Media, and Radio Advertising 

The Press & Journal Article, January 2022 
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We Love Stornoway Article October 2022  

 

Consultation materials as duplicated on www.welovestornoway.com7 

 

  

 
7 https://www.welovestornoway.com/index.php/articles/26173-store-our-own-power-plan-for-sy  
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Story as reported on www.welovestornoway.com 8 

“There's an electrifying chance that the battery might be put back into Battery Point in Stornoway! 

Point and Sandwick Trust’s plans to boost renewable energy use and keep the lights on have taken a major step 

forward. 

For the community organisation has notified Comhairle nan Eilean of a proposal to develop a 25 MW energy 

storage park in Stornoway. 

Using arrays of lithium-ion batteries to handle power outages, the energy park would also enable a much greater 

proportion of power demands to be supplied by renewable sources. And cut emissions that harm the environment. 

(The original of the name for Battery Point was quite different - referring to the array of guns of the one-time Royal 

Navy Reserve base there.) 

The project has been in the works since 2019. Though not a full planning permission application at this stage, the 

proposal to apply represents a milestone in getting the ambitious project switched on. 

The proposed site for the development island is west of Stornoway Diesel Power Station and north of the Marine 

Coastguard Agency station at Battery Point. This location has been identified due to its proximity to the existing 

diesel power station and suitable connection point to the 33kV distribution network.  

Point and Sandwick Trust is working with The Greenspan Agency based in Edinburgh. In the submission to 

Comhairle, The Greenspan Agency states: “This scheme will be a high-value infrastructure investment for Lewis 

and Harris, providing valuable energy storage capacity and improving the reliability and sustainability of electricity 

supply to the island.” 

The project will consist of multiple lithium-ion batteries, power converter stations, transformers, high voltage 

electricity substation, site welfare units and site access. Though designed for outdoor locations, placing them inside 

a building is being considered. 

Point and Sandwick Trust have conducted detailed technical studies for the project since 2019. However, renewed 

impetus was provided in 2020 when the subsea cable between the Isle of Harris and the Isle of  Skye malfunctioned, 

causing total disconnection of the island from the National Grid. The extent of the damage resulted in an 11-month 

period when electricity was being almost exclusively generated by the diesel power stations in Stornoway and 

Arnish. 

The long-running outage also meant less renewable energy was being produced and substantially increased 

harmful greenhouse gases and other polluting gases. 

According to the submission to the Comhairle, if the battery project goes ahead, it will help stabilise the local 

electricity network and allow a much greater proportion of power demands to be supplied by renewable sources.  

It would, adds The Greenspace Agency, reduce reliance on the existing diesel power station during cable outages 

by up to 60%. 

The energy park can accomplish this by storing and quickly releasing energy in subsecond timescales to balance 

supply and demand. 

In addition, the battery can store energy during high renewables production/low demand periods and later 

discharge during peak demand/low renewables production periods. This, it is believed, would be to make better 

use of the renewable energy produced, resulting in a long-term environmental improvement to supply.  

The lifecycle of the proposed battery system is 25 years and requires comparatively little maintenance during this 

time, continues The Greenspan Agency. The lithium-ion batteries can be recycled and replaced at the end of their 

design life”. 

 
8 https://www.welovestornoway.com/index.php/articles/26173-store-our-own-power-plan-for-sy 
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Example Press Notice published online and in print in the Stornoway Gazette on the 10th and 17th of 

November 2022 
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Example Press Notice published online and in print in the  

Stornoway Gazette on the 1st and 6th of December 2022 
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Social media promotion of the first consultation event held on the 21st of November 2022 

Isles FM Radio Advert as read on 4th November Breakfast and Drive-Time shows,  

and shared on social media 

 

Twitter Post from Point and Sandwick Trust 16/11/22 
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Facebook Post from Point and Sandwick Trust 16/11/22 

 

 

LinkedIn Post from Point and Sandwick Trust 16/11/22 
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Appendix 4: Consultation Events, Advertising, Photographs, Materials 

Social media promotion of the second consultation event held on the 16th of December 2022 

Isles FM Radio Advert as read on 13th December Breakfast and Drive-Time shows, and shared on social media. 

 

Facebook Post from Point and Sandwick Trust 08/12/22 

 

Twitter Posts from Point and Sandwick Trust 08/12/22 + 15/12/22 
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Point and Sandwick Trust webpage, information about the first consultation event 
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Point and Sandwick Trust Webpage about the second consultation event 
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Consultation Event 1 Materials and Setup 

Event space at Newton Ward Community Association, Seaforth Road – displays setup. 
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Materials to aid discussion and for interested members of the public to take away, as made available at the 

first constulation event at the Newton Ward Community Association, Seaforth Road. Materials included, 

location plan, smaller versions of the display boards shown on the previous page, and a feedback form.  
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This page and the following 3 pages, show the large display boards used for the first consultation event.  

Photos of these in-situ at the first consultation event can be seen on the preceding pages 
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Consultation Event 2: Materials and Setup 
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This page and the following 3 pages, show the large display sheets used for the second consultation event.  

Photos of these in-situ at the second consultation event can be seen on the preceding pages.  
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Appendix 5: Leaflet Provided at Both Consultation Events 

Leaflet – side 1 of concertina fold leaflet 
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Leaflet – side 2 of concertina fold leaflet 

 


