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Subject: PRESS RELEASE: Public invited to have their say over Lewis substation proposals

November 5, 2024: For immediate release

Public invited to have their say over Lewis
substation proposals

e Consultation event for HVDC convertor station and AC substation on Arnish Moor
takes place Thursday, November 14
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Second consultation meeting
for converter station proposal

Murray Macl.eod

People on Lewis are being
invited to attend a second
consultation event being
held to discuss a proposed
new HVDC convertor station
and AC substation on Arnish
Moor.

SSEN Transmission will
hold the statutory pre-appli-
cation consultation event at
the Cabarfeidh Hotel in Stor-
noway from 3-7pm on Thurs-

day November 14, where
staff will be on hand to an-
swer questions and share
details of the proposed site.
Information about connec-
tions into the proposed site
will also be available, as well

Thesite is proposed for Arnish

news@stornowaygazette.co.uk

as visualisations including
landscaping measures de-
signed to minimise visual
impact.

The proposed 400kV sub-
station and converter station
isanessential part of the pro-
posed Western Isles HVDC
link which will allow 1.8GW
of new renewable electricity

generation to connect to the
electricity transmission net-

work.

Colin Bell, Lead Project
Manager for SSEN Trans-
mission, said: “There has
been a strong level of inter-
est and engagement in our
proposals, and our second
pre-application consulta-
tion will give the public an-

other opportunity to have
their say prior to the submis-
sion of our formal planning
application early next year.
“Wehave already made signif-
icant changes to the project
based on community feed-
back, most notablyrelocating

from our original preferred
site at Creed North to Arnish
Moor.

“We continue to refine
the project in line with com-
munity feedback, including
measures that have reduced
thesize ofthe substation plat-
form fromitsoriginal design,
andlandscaping proposalsto
reduce the visual impact of
thesite.

“We are also working

Reproduced by Press Data under licence from the NLA or CLA or other copyright owner. No further
copying (including printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is

permitted except under licence from the copyright owner.

closely with our contract
partners, external stake-
holders,local businesses and
community groups to ensure

our project plans during the
proposed construction and
operation of the site doesn’t
put undue pressure on local
servicesand other sectorsin-
cluding local housing provi-
sion, transport and logistics.

“This demonstrates the
value of our consultation with
thelocal community, whichis
animportant part of our pro-
ject development process.
We encourage anyone with
an interest in our proposals
to come along to our event on
November 14th and provide
their feedback.”







] Project will play critical role in improving network reliability across the Western
Isles and supporting net zero targets

People on Lewis are being invited to attend a second consultation event being held to
discuss a proposed new HVDC convertor station and AC substation on Arnish Moor.

SSEN Transmission will hold the statutory pre-application consultation event at the
Cabarfeidh Hotel in Stornoway from 3-7pm on Thursday November 14, where staff will be on
hand to answer questions and share details of the proposed site location and layout.

Information about connections into the proposed site will also be available, as well as
visualisations including landscaping measures designed to minimise visual impact.

The proposed 400kV substation and converter station — known as the Lewis Hub —is an
essential part of the proposed Western Isles HVDC link which will allow 1.8GW of new
renewable electricity generation to connect to the electricity transmission network.

The project will play a critical role in improving network reliability and security of supply for
homes and businesses across the Western Isles, delivering significant economic benefit
through the local supply chain while supporting national net zero and energy security
ambitions.

Colin Bell, Lead Project Manager for SSEN Transmission, said: “There has been a strong level
of interest and engagement in our proposals, and our second pre-application consultation
will give the public another opportunity to have their say prior to the submission of our formal
planning application early next year.

“We have already made significant changes to the project based on community feedback,
most notably relocating from our original preferred site at Creed North to Arnish Moor.

“We continue to refine the project in line with community feedback, including measures that
have reduced the size of the substation platform from its original design, and landscaping
proposals to reduce the visual impact of the site.

“We are also working closely with our contract partners, external stakeholders, local
businesses and community groups to ensure our project plans during the proposed
construction and operation of the site doesn’t put undue pressure on local services and
other sectors including local housing provision, transport and logistics.

“This demonstrates the value of our consultation with the local community, which is an
important part of our project development process. We encourage anyone with an interest in

our proposals to come along to our event on November 14" and provide their feedback.”

To submit feedback online and register for project updates, visit the project
website www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/western-isles

Notes to editors


https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/link/e3c4740411d4415595823fe21d8fbfc2.aspx

Once complete, the proposed Western Isles HVDC Link will allow 1.8GW of new renewable
electricity generation to connect to the electricity transmission network, helping to facilitate
the transition to net zero emissions. The projectis part of SSEN Transmission’s Accelerated
Strategic Transmission Investment (ASTI) programme, which feeds into a wider £20bn
package of work to upgrade the north of Scotland transmission network, known as

the Pathway to 2030 programme.

The Western Isles HVDC Link will involve creating a new HVDC converter station and AC
substation on Arnish Moor near Stornoway, with around 81km of HVDC subsea cable
between the Isle of Lewis and Dundonnell on the Scottish mainland, followed by around
80km of onshore underground HVDC cable to a HVDC Converter station near Beauly.

Project teams anticipate the Western Isles HVDC Link will be completed by 2030.

A t SSEN Transmission

e SSEN Transmission is responsible for the electricity transmission network in the north of
Scotland, investing in and maintaining the high voltage 132kV, 220kV, 275kV and 400kV
electricity transmission network.

e SSEN Transmission’s strategic objective is to enable the transition to a low carbon
economy. It does this by building the electricity transmission network infrastructure
required to connect and transport renewable electricity from the north of Scotland to
areas of demand, as it delivers a network for net zero emissions.

e SSEN Transmission is owned 75% by SSE plc and 25% by Ontario Teachers’ Pension
Plan Board (Ontario Teachers’).

e Learn more about SSEN Transmission by visiting www.ssen-transmission.co.uk, twitter
at @ssetransmission, LinkedIn or Instagram.

Media Team: 0345 0760 530


https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/link/45b60716ee124a9b83ec4e1a59db4918.aspx
http://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/SSETransmission
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ssen-transmission/
https://www.instagram.com/ssentransmission/
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Lewis Hub 400kV substation

and converter station

Feedback event

SSEN Transmission would like to invite you to
attend our Feedback Event

We are holding the first of two rounds of statutory pre-application
consultation (FAC) events for our proposed new substation and
convertor station on Arnish Moor. The pre-application process is a key
first step in the Town and Country planning process for national
planning applications.

As part of the investment, a new 400kV substation and convertor
station has been proposed to form the Lewis Hub located on Arnish
Moor. The Lewis Hub will be connected to a new convertor station at
Fanellan, near Beauly on the Scottish mainland by approzimately 80km
of underground and 80km of subsea HVDC cable. From the land fall of
the subsea cable at Arnish Point, there will be a 3-4km long section of
underground cable to the Lewis Hub.

At these events we will be sharing the new proposed site location,
layout details and visualisations as well as information about the
connections into the proposed Arnish Moor site. The project teams will
he available to answer questions and discuss our proposals to which
we are seeking and welcome feedhack.

The feedback event will be held on:

The proposed new Lewis Hub will facilitate
the HWVDC Transmission cable connection
between Lewis and the Scottish mainiand,
connecting to a new HVDC conwerter station
and substation at Faneflan. If you are unable
to attend this PAC event or wish to view the

consultation materials these will be on To find out more and register for project
dizplay and available to download from the updates, visit the project website by
project documents section of the project scanning the QR code, or use the
webpage from 22 August 2024 following URL: ssen-transmission.co.uk/

western-isles
If you have any questions about the Lewis Hub project
please contact the Community Liaison Manager:

Kevin Marrisen
Battery Point, Stomoway,

G +44 TSRS 2TBM (= ksvinmorscnmss
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Lewis Hub
400kV Substation
and Converter Station

SSEN Transmission would like to invite you
1o attend our Consultation & Feedback event
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www.ssen-transmission.ce.ukiwestern-isles
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and Converter Station

SSEN Transmission would like to invite
you to attend our Feedback Event.

We are holding the first of two rounds of statutory pre-application
consultation (PAC) events for our proposed new Substation and Converter
station on Arnish Moor. The pre-application process is a key first step in
the Town and Country planning process for national planning applications.

To support the growth in renewable energy developments across
the north of Scotland, which are supporting the drive towards
Net Zero, investment in our network infrastructure is needed

to connect this power and transport it to areas of demand.

As part of the investment, a new 400kV Substation and

Converter station has been proposed to form the Lewis Hub

located on Arnish Moor. The Lewis Hub will be connected to a

new Convertor station at Fanellan, near Beauly on the Scottish mainland
by approximately 80km of underground and 80km of subsea HVDC

cable. From the land fall of the subsea cable at Arnish Point, there
will be a 3-4km long section of underground cable to the Lewis Hub. The feedback event will be held on:
At these events we will be sharing the new proposed site location, Thursday 5 September, 3—-7pm

layout details and viualisations as well as information about the Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway HS1 2EU
connections into the proposed Arnish Moor site. The project
teams will be available to answer questions and discuss our
proposals to which we are seeking and welcome feedback.

We encourage all members of the local community
and all interested parties to attend the event.




The proposed new Lewis Hub

will facilitate the HVDC Transmission
cable connection between

Lewis and the Scottish mainland,
connecting to a new HVDC
Convertor station and Substation

at Fanellan. If you are unable

to attend this PAC event or wish To find out more and register
to view the consultation materials for project updates, visit the
these will be on display and available project website by scanning

to download from the project the QR code, or use the following
documents section of the project URL: www.ssen-transmission.
webpage from 22 August 2024. co.uk/western-isles

Spittal

Western Isles

Loch Buidhe

. New
Blackhillock Paef

Fanellan Peterhead

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact our Community Liaison Manager:

Kevin Morrison
Battery Point, Stornoway,
Isle of Lewis, HS1 2RT

Tel: 07586 237 814
Email: kevin.morrison@sse.com

(:j) @ssentransmission (2{/) @SSETransmission
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and Converter Station

SSEN Transmission would like to invite you
to attend our Consultation & Feedback Event.

We are pleased to be hosting a second public Pre-Application Consultation
(PAC) event on our proposed new substation and converter station on
Arnish Moor, following our initial event in September 2024 and feedback
period which closed on the 17th October 2024. Any additional comments

received following the second consultation event will be collected for the - o\ % 2
Pre-Application Consultation Report as well as those comments received at the ’ \ =
first PAC event. The closing date for this feedback will be the 28th November 2024. q‘/A’\;‘\i = i

We are holding this event to present our proposed design for planning submission,
following feedback received from the first PAC event and ongoing design developments.
We will also present our responses to feedback received as part of the statutory
consultation, which is required for major and national planning applications.

The feedback event
To support the growth in renewable energy developments across the north of will be held on:

Scotland, which are supporting the drive towards Net Zero, investment in our network
infrastructure is needed to connect this power and transport it to areas of demand. Thursday 14 November, 3—7pm

Cabarfeidh Hotel,
Stornoway, HS1 2EU

As part of the investment, a new 400kV Substation and Converter station
has been proposed to form the Lewis Hub located on Arnish Moor. The Lewis

Hub will be connected to a new Convertor station at Fanellan, near Beauly We encourage all members

on the Scottish mainland by approximately 80km of underground and 80km of the local community and all
of subsea HVDC cable. From the land fall of the subsea cable at Arnish Point, interested parties to attend the event. L

N,

there will be a 3-4km long section of underground cable to the Lewis Hub.




The proposed new Lewis Hub

will facilitate the HVDC Transmission
cable connection between

Lewis and the Scottish mainland,
connecting to a new HVDC
Convertor station and Substation

at Fanellan. If you are unable

to attend this PAC event or wish To find out more and register
to view the consultation materials for project updates, visit the
these will be on display and available project website by scanning

to download from the project the QR code, or use the following
documents section of the project URL: www.ssen-transmission.
webpage from 31 October 2024. co.uk/western-isles

Western Isles

. New
Blackhillock Peef

Fanellan Peterhead

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact our Community Liaison Manager:

Kevin Morrison
Battery Point, Stornoway,
Isle of Lewis, HS1 2RT

Tel: 07586 237 814
Email: kevin.morrison@sse.com

(@) @ssentransmission (X) @SsETransmission
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‘ Stornoway News

People on Lewis are being invited to attend a
second consultation event being held to discuss a
proposed new HVDC convertor station and AC
substation on Arnish Moor.

SSEN Transmission will hold the statutory pre-application
consultation event at the Cabarfeidh Hotel in Stornoway
from 3-7pm on Thursday November 14, where staff will be
on hand to answer questions and share details of the
proposed site location and layout.

Information about connections into the proposed site will also be
available, as well as visualisations including landscaping
measures designed to minimise visual impact.

The proposed 400kV substation and converter station — known as
the Lewis Hub - is an essential part of the proposed Western Isles
HVDC link which will allow 1.8GW of new renewable electricity
generation to connect to the electricity transmission network.

The project will play a critical role in improving network reliability
and security of supply for homes and businesses across the




Western Isles, delivering significant economic benefit through the
local supply chain while supporting national net zero and energy
security ambitions.

Colin Bell, Lead Project Manager for SSEN Transmission, said:
“There has been a strong level of interest and engagement in our
proposals, and our second pre-application consultation will give
the public another opportunity to have their say prior to the
submission of our formal planning application early next year.

“We have already made significant changes to the project based
on community feedback, most notably relocating from our
original preferred site at Creed North to Arnish Moor.

“We continue to refine the project in line with community
feedback, including measures that have reduced the size of the
substation platform from its original design, and landscaping
proposals to reduce the visual impact of the site.

“We are also working closely with our contract partners, external
stakeholders, local businesses and community groups to ensure
our project plans during the proposed construction and operation
of the site doesn't put undue pressure on local services and other
sectors including local housing provision, transport and logistics.

“This demonstrates the value of our consultation with the local
community, which is an important part of our project
development process. We encourage anyone with an interest in
our proposals to come along to our event on November 14 and
provide their feedback

\To submit feedback online and register for project updates, visit
the project website www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/western-
isles
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Second consultation meeting
for converter station proposal

Murray Macl.eod

People on Lewis are being
invited to attend a second
consultation event being
held to discuss a proposed
new HVDC convertor station
and AC substation on Arnish
Moor.

SSEN Transmission will
hold the statutory pre-appli-
cation consultation event at
the Cabarfeidh Hotel in Stor-
noway from 3-7pm on Thurs-

day November 14, where
staff will be on hand to an-
swer questions and share
details of the proposed site.
Information about connec-
tions into the proposed site
will also be available, as well

Thesite is proposed for Arnish

news@stornowaygazette.co.uk

as visualisations including
landscaping measures de-
signed to minimise visual
impact.

The proposed 400kV sub-
station and converter station
isanessential part of the pro-
posed Western Isles HVDC
link which will allow 1.8GW
of new renewable electricity

generation to connect to the
electricity transmission net-

work.

Colin Bell, Lead Project
Manager for SSEN Trans-
mission, said: “There has
been a strong level of inter-
est and engagement in our
proposals, and our second
pre-application consulta-
tion will give the public an-

other opportunity to have
their say prior to the submis-
sion of our formal planning
application early next year.
“Wehave already made signif-
icant changes to the project
based on community feed-
back, most notablyrelocating

from our original preferred
site at Creed North to Arnish
Moor.

“We continue to refine
the project in line with com-
munity feedback, including
measures that have reduced
thesize ofthe substation plat-
form fromitsoriginal design,
andlandscaping proposalsto
reduce the visual impact of
thesite.

“We are also working

Reproduced by Press Data under licence from the NLA or CLA or other copyright owner. No further
copying (including printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is
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closely with our contract
partners, external stake-
holders,local businesses and
community groups to ensure

our project plans during the
proposed construction and
operation of the site doesn’t
put undue pressure on local
servicesand other sectorsin-
cluding local housing provi-
sion, transport and logistics.

“This demonstrates the
value of our consultation with
thelocal community, whichis
animportant part of our pro-
ject development process.
We encourage anyone with
an interest in our proposals
to come along to our event on
November 14th and provide
their feedback.”
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Step forward for converter station

Plans for an electricity con-
verter station — a project
which is central to plans for
the Western Islestobelinked
tothenational grid-have tak-
enanother step forward with
the submission of planning
notices for the construction
phase.

It follows on from the re-
cent move, as revealed in the
Gazette, for a new site near

Macaulay College, after the
initial site attracted signifi-
cant opposition from nearby

Further consultation meetings will
beheld.

Ref:

residents.

Colin Bell, Lead Project
Manager at SSEN Transmis-
sion, said this was “the next
step in allowing us to pro-
gress with plans for the new
converter station on Arnish
Moor, which will pave the way
to us delivering the Western

Isles HVDC Link”.

“As well as the actual sub-
stationsite footprint, the PAN
boundary includes all other
potential site requirements,
for example temporary site

compounds, material storage,
siteaccess and parking which
are integral to us delivering
the project,” he said.

“Many of these require-
ments are temporary dur-

ing construction and will be
permanently removed up-
on completion. As such, the
boundary doesn’t represent
the permanent footprint but
indicatesthe potential full de-
velopment area.”

He added: “We remain
focused on minimising tem-
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porary construction and per-
manent operational impacts
onresidents and committed

to ongoing consultation with
the local community as we
continue to develop this pro-
ject. Wewelcome feedback at
our upcoming consultation.”
“Thefirststatutorypre-ap-
plication consultation event
will take place on Thursday
5th September at the Cabar-
feidh Hotel where residents
will have the opportunity to
discuss the plans further.”
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