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Since the EU's Internal Market for Aviation beginnings’ 
back in 1992 replacing a series of national rules by a sin-
gle set of EU rules known as the EU Internal Market for 
Aviation, the resulting competition has brought a revolu-
tion in air travel. Today, air travel is cheaper, safer and 
open to more people than ever before.  
What's more, because of a comprehensive set of EU 
passenger rights, travellers can have full confidence they 
will be looked after on their journey.  
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/air/25years-eu-
aviation_en 

The President of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions 
of Europe (CPMR), Mr Vasco Cordeiro, has written to Comhairle 
Leader, Cllr Roddie Mackay, and Convener, Cllr Norman A 
Macdonald, congratulating them on their respective 
appointments.  In his letter, Mr Cordeiro looks forward to the 
Comhairle “continuing to play a valuable and active role in 
CPMR and, particularly, in the work of the CPMR Islands 
Commission”.  He also refers to the CPMR’s reflection process 
on ‘The Future of Europe’ and the importance of input from EU 
and non-EU members as the CPMR develops its Political 
Manifesto for 2018 onwards. 
In addition to involvement in the CPMR and its Islands 
Commission, the Comhairle is also a key member of CPMR’s 
Climate Task Force which seeks to promote Renewable Energy 
deployment (including Ocean Energy), support Smart Grid 
systems and manage energy consumption in island areas.  
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has been an active member of CPMR 
since the 1990’s and has seen many benefits from this 
involvement.  
The CPMR Islands Commission has been active in urging the 
European Institutions to pay special attention to the islands and much work has been done 
on correction mechanisms for State Aid Regulations where there are no economies of scale 
in transport, enhancement of island connectivity through Public Service Obligations for 
lifeline air links (such as Barra – Glasgow) and introduction of a new EU Directive to 
address discrimination against islands in electricity Transmission charging. 
Continued membership of CPMR is not dependent on membership of the European Union. 

EUROPEAN THINK TANK AND COMHAIRLE ENGAGEMENT POST BREXIT 

Mr Vasco Cordeiro, President 
of the Regional Government of 
Azores and current President 
of CPMR. Image © CPMR 

EU AVIATION: 25 YEARS OF REACHING NEW HEIGHTS 
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Documents published as part of the European Commission's approach to transparency 
on Article 50 negotiations with the UK can be viewed here. The UK Government White 
Paper: ‘The United Kingdom’s exit from and new partnership with the European Union’ 
can be viewed here. The Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Relations Committee 
of the Scottish Parliament has agreed to hold an inquiry to monitor and scrutinise the 
Article 50 withdrawal negotiations and their implications for Scotland. Written evidence 
is to be submitted by 18 August 2017. 

NEGOTIATING DOCUMENTS ON ARTICLE 50 NEGOTIATIONS  
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The European Commission has designated 
2018 as the European Year of Cultural 
Heritage, an unprecedented year of events and 
celebrations. 
Cultural heritage is the fabric of our lives and 
societies. It surrounds us in the buildings of our 

towns and cities, and is expressed through natural landscapes and 
archaeological sites. 
It is not only made up of literature, art and objects but also by the crafts 
we learn, the stories we tell, the food we eat and the films we watch. 
Cultural heritage brings communities together and builds shared 
understanding of the places we live in.  

EUROPEAN HEALTH INSURANCE CARD 

EUROPEAN YEAR OF CULTURAL HERITAGE PUBLIC INFORMATION EVENT 

Please come 
along to our 
next public 
information 
event on 1 
August 2017 
from 2 – 5pm 
in Perceval Square, Stornoway. We 
will be present alongside the European 
Continental Market to answer your EU 
questions. Lots of free EU resources 
including EDIC items will be available.  

When travelling or working in Europe, what happens if you’re ill? 
For peace of mind, remember to carry your European Health Insurance Card (EHIC).  
The card entitles you to state-provided healthcare during temporary stays in any of the 
28 EU countries plus Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.  
The EHIC, available free of charge, confirms that a person is entitled to receive medical 
treatment that becomes necessary on a temporary stay abroad from the host country's 
public healthcare system on the same terms and at the same cost as nationals of that 
country. The EHIC cannot be used to cover planned medical treatment in another 
country. 
Hospitals that provide public health services are obliged to recognise the EHIC. In the vast majority of cases, 
patients presenting the EHIC receive the necessary healthcare and are reimbursed without any problems. 
Citizens should be aware that the card is issued for free by their national health insurance provider in their 
home country. The European Commission has produced a new EHIC promotional video. There is also a 
free EHIC application for download for more information. 
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The Scottish Government has made funding available to Scottish Enterprise under the Scottish Growth Scheme. 
This will allow Scottish Enterprise to enter into an innovative partnership with the European Investment Fund to 
create the Scottish-European Growth Co-Investment Programme. 
The Scottish European Growth Co-Investment Programme is suitable for businesses in all areas of Scotland look-
ing for equity investment to meet their growth ambitions. 
Commercially-viable businesses that have an established operating base in Scotland would be eligible to apply 
for this fund. 
Securing the type of investment available through this initiative can bring a number of benefits, including: 
•Access to larger investment amounts with the ability to secure follow-on investment as your business grows
•Access to networks including customers, supply chain and industry expertise
•Access to additional management or board skills

SCOTTISH EUROPEAN GROWTH CO-INVESTMENT PROGRAMME 
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/brexit-negotiations/negotiating-documents-article-50-negotiations-united-kingdom_en
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/589191/The_United_Kingdoms_exit_from_and_partnership_with_the_EU_Web.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_EuropeanandExternalRelationsCommittee/General%20Documents/CTEER_2017.06.20_Article_50_CFE.pdf
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