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EUROPEAN COUNCIL POLITICAL GUIDELINES FOR BREXIT 

On 29 April, the EU27 met to agree their 
negotiating guidelines regarding Brexit. The 
political guidelines define the framework for 
negotiations under Article 50 TEU and set out 
the overall positions and principles that the EU 
will pursue throughout the negotiations. 

The guidelines are based on the draft guidelines 
published by Council President Donald 

Tusk on 31 March and cover 6 headings: 

1. Core principles

2. A phased approach to negotiations

3. Agreement on arrangements for an orderly
withdrawal 

4. Preliminary and preparatory discussions on a framework for the Union - United

Kingdom future relationship 

5. Principle of sincere cooperation

6. Procedural arrangements for negotiations under Article 50

Under the core principles heading, the EU27 reaffirmed its commitment to keeping the 

UK as a close partner in the future and also to the principle that participation in the 

Single Market could not be conducted on a sector by sector basis. 

Please see the Scottish Parliament Information Centre update here for more information. 

Once the Council of the 
European Union has agreed 
the negotiating mandate, the 
European Commission will be 
placed in charge of the 
negotiations with the UK.  
The Commission’s negotiating 
team is likely to work closely 
with the President of the 
European Council, and other 
Council representatives along 
with the European Parliament’s 
negotiating representative.  
Please see here for more 
information on the negotiating 
teams in the infographic. 

THE UK’S WITHDRAWAL FROM THE EU - WHO’S WHO 

European Council President Donald Tusk 
who chaired the meeting.  Image © AFP 

mailto:europedirect@cne-siar.gov.uk
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This indicative timeline is 

a guide to the potential 

withdrawal process.

Timings may be subject 

to change for example if 

the negotiations 

between the EU and UK 

don’t proceed smoothly 

or if the passage of the 

Great Repeal Bill in the 

UK Parliament is 

delayed. Timings in 

relation to the 

negotiations on the 

future relationship 

agreement and any 

transitional agreement 

are speculative. 

TIMELINE FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM’S WITHDRAWAL FROM THE EUROPEAN UNION 

Europe Direct Outer Hebrides 

Free copies of the resource are available from 
us or can be downloaded. Each pack comes 
with 30 workbooks for pupils and a teachers 
pack. The resource is a collection of ready to 
use teaching and learning resources which aim 
to raise awareness of the importance of food 
and farming in Europe. Teachers can help 
students aged 11 to 15 years explore three 
relevant themes: food, the environment,  and 
the countryside. If you would like the EDIC to 
visit your  school please do not hesitate to get in 

touch.  Our contact details are shown on the front of the newsletter. 

NEW RESOURCE FOR SCHOOLS ON FARMING PUBLIC INFORMATION EVENT 

We hope to 
celebrate 
Europe Day a 
little later than 
usual due to the 
pre election 
period.  

We will host an 
event alongside 
Western Isles 
Libraries on Thursday 15 June 2017 in 
the Stornoway Library from 10– 1pm. 

OPTIONS FOR DIFFERENTIATING THE UK’S IMMIGRATION SYSTEM 

Dr Eve Hepburn is a leading expert on immigration 
and migrant integration, European integration and sub 
state policy-making in the UK, Europe and North 
America.  

She has authored nine books and over 40 refereed 
articles in international social science journals on 
these subjects.  

Dr Eve Hepburn was commissioned by the Culture, 
Tourism, Europe and External Relations Committee of 
the Scottish Parliament  to undertake this report on 
options for differentiating the UKs immigration system. 

For more information on the UK Government Visas 
and Immigration department within it’s Home Office 
please see here.  
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