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Euro task for Matthew MacIver 

Access to finance is still among the top concerns of the EU's Small 
and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) and younger and smaller 
firms are the most affected, according to the "Access to Finance" survey released by the 
European Commission and European Central Bank. About one third of the SMEs surveyed did 
not get the full financing they had planned for during 2013, and 15% of survey respondents saw 
access to finance as a significant problem for their companies. Companies believed that bank 
financing conditions worsened during 2013, with respect to interest rates, collateral and required 
guarantees. 

European Commission Vice-President Antonio Tajani, Commissioner for Industry and 
Entrepreneurship commented: “Since the start of the crisis, evidence has consistently shown that SMEs face 
large and disproportionate obstacles to accessing the finance they need to survive and thrive. This is why we are 
introducing the COSME programme, to focus on facilitating access to finance for SMEs. COSME will provide a guarantee 
facility for SME loans up to and even over € 150 000 and we expect that from now until 2020 around 344 000 EU firms 
will receive COSME backed loans.” 

COSME is a new EU programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs running from 
2014-20 with a planned budget of €2.3bn. The Commission will combat problems with access to 
finance using the new Programme.  COSME is the first ever Commission programme that is 
exclusively dedicated to supporting SMEs and COSME will provide a guarantee facility for SME 
loans. The programme's equity facility will also stimulate the supply of venture capital, with a 

particular focus on the expansion and growth phase of SMEs. In 
addition, equity financing, being an especially important option for high 
growth young enterprises, will be stimulated.  
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/initiatives/cosme/index_en.htm 

One out of three SMEs did not get the  
funding they needed in 2013 

Contact us at 

Professor Matthew MacIver CBE and the chair of the Court of the 
University of the Highlands and Islands, has been appointed as the UK 
independent member on the Committee of Experts of the European 
Charter for Regional or Minority Languages (Comex). This is the first 
time that a Scot and a Gael has been appointed to Comex, which is  a 
committee that oversees the protection and promotion of regional and 
minority languages throughout Europe. http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/
education/minlang/aboutcommittee/default_en.asp 
 
“I am looking forward immensely to the challenge of this new appointment,” said Professor MacIver, “I regard it as a great 
privilege. I am proud to be the first Scot to be appointed to Comex. Minority languages will not develop in isolation: they 
have to learn from each other.” 
“I hope also that my own appointment will allow the voice of Gaelic to be heard throughout Europe. Just as I hope we can 
learn from others, so I am clear that much is to be learned from our experiences in Scotland.” 

€urozone 
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€1= $1.35 
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Central Bank 26      
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Finnish and Estonian Highland Cattle Breeders visit the Western Isles 

2013 has been the busiest year yet for Brue Highlanders 
who have been breeding Pedigree Highland Cattle on the 
west coast of Lewis since 2001. Having previously sold 
Highland bulls and heifers to mainland UK breeders, this 
year saw growing European interest and the sale of 3 
pedigree heifers in July to Swiss breeders based in Tschlin 
on the east side of Switzerland. 
 
The sale involved a one month isolation period in DEFRA 
approved quarantine facilities in the Scottish Borders before 
being moved in an air-conditioned transporter by road to 
their new Alpine farm which is located at a higher altitude 
than the summit of Ben Nevis! The journey involved strict 
traceability and health/disease checks by Scottish, UK and 
Swiss ministry vets which all of the cattle passed.  
 
Kenny Matheson, who along with his wife Lesley own Brue 
Highlanders, stated ‘Highland Cattle which are native to the 
West coast and Western Isles of Scotland, are a 
remarkable breed and a great example of a high quality 
brand which our islands can produce, market and export. 
Globally, what other cattle breed can thrive in so many 
different countries, habitats and extremes of both hot and 
cold climates across Europe and from Canada and America 
south to Australia and New Zealand? They are a great 
economic success story and have so much to offer crofting 
and agriculture as well as their proven environmental 
benefits.’ 
 
The Swiss summer sale was followed by a 3-day visit by 43 
Finnish and Estonian Highland Cattle Breeders to the 
Western Isles in October 2013, to see pedigree stock from 
the Brue and Gress Folds on Lewis, and the Ardbhan Fold 
on North Uist.  
 
Continued Kenny, ‘Finland and Estonia are neighbouring 

northern European countries separated by a two and a half 
hour ferry trip across the Gulf of Finland, which connects 
their respective capital cities of Helsinki and Tallinn. They 
are beautiful countries with friendly people. Even in the 
short time we had with them it was fascinating to hear how 
successful Scottish Highland Cattle have been for them. 
They are very knowledgeable about cattle but still eager to 
learn and find out more. They were really interested to see 
Highland cattle at their best in their natural Hebridean 
environment. 
 
It was also interesting to see the relatively young age range 
of the group. They are technologically advanced and 
positive in outlook with most of them, in addition to their 
native tongue, fluent in English too. Estonia regained its 
independence in 1991 from the former Soviet Republic and 
became a member of the European Union in 2004. Though 
the climate in both countries is more continental than ours 
with warmer, drier summers but colder winters depending 
on how far north or inland you are, the west side of Lewis 
would greatly benefit from the natural shelter and forest 
cover they have for their stock. Talking to them was 
inspirational and we look forward to developing links with 
them and their Highland Cattle Societies. I’m sure we will 
continue to learn a lot from their visit which I think was 
mutually worthwhile.’ 
 
Liisa Volanen,  President of the Highland Cattle Club of 
Finland, who now has 37 head of Highland Cattle since 
starting in 2007, commented, ‘This was a unique 
opportunity for us to see how this lovely breed of cattle 
survives in the hardest of conditions. It was wonderful to 
meet fellow breeders on the Isles of Lewis and North Uist. 
We were impressed by the hospitality in the islands and 
enjoyed two lovely lunches prepared by 40 North Foods 
and Lochmaddy Hotel. It was great to hear about all the co-
operation there is between farmers, retailers, and 
restaurants.  Also it was a joy to feel the pride the islanders 
have in their work and cattle. And there’s every reason for 
that! I’d like to thank everybody who was involved on behalf 
of the whole group, and we really hope to see many of you 
in Finland in the near 
future!’ 
 
Find out more at:  
 
www.bruehighlanders.co.uk 
 
http://www.highlandcattle.ch 
 
http://www.magiveis.ee 
 
http://www.highlandcattle.fi/ 

Finnish and Estonian Highland Cattle Breeders view the byre and 
cattle handling facilities at Brue Highlanders. 

Brue Highland heifers at their 
new Alpine home in Tschlin, 
near Klosters, the famous 
Swiss ski resort. 
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European Week for Waste Reduction 2013 
The European Week for Waste Reduction (EWWR), aims to raise awareness of preventing the production of 
waste in line with the new waste framework directive concepts: ‘waste prevention’ and ‘preparing for 
reuse’ (i.e. everything that can and should be done to prevent throwing an item away) , so as to reduce the 
amount of waste that is collected, and reduce the harmful waste generated. Waste reduction can be defined 
as the range of measures/actions taken up before a substance, material or product becomes waste.  
 
These measures aim to reduce: 
• the quantity of waste produced, including through the process of reuse or by lengthening the lifespan of products 

• the harmful effects of waste produced/treated, both on the environment and on human health 

• the content of harmful substances in materials and in products 
 
Reuse refers to checking, cleaning or repairing recovery operations, by which products/components of products that would 
have become waste are prepared, so that they can be reused without any other pre-processing.  
 
Reducing the quantity of waste produced means taking action at the different stages of the product life cycle: product design, 
production, distribution, consumption and end of life. This could mean a change of input materials, use of a different type of 
technology, change in design, alternative operating practices, changes to the product, introduction of refill or reuse systems. 

 
Why is waste reduction important? 
Waste reduction is an emergency for the European Union as a whole. 
“Household waste has doubled in weight in 40 years and has been growing 
steadily at a rate of 1 to 2% per year; in 2009,  512kg of municipal waste was 
generated on average per person in the EU Member States (Eurostat).” This 
waste is the result of non-sustainable production and consumption. 
The consumption of products (including production, transport and 
distribution), represents nearly 50% of emissions contributing to 
climate change. This increase in the amount of waste to be managed 
requires more collection and treatment infrastructures, the cost of 
which puts a strain on the budgets of local and regional public 
authorities.  
 
Who can get involved in waste reduction activities?  
Everyone can take action, at home, at work or at school, every one of 
us can take up simple actions to reduce our production of waste.  

Zero Waste Western Isles staff, Europe Direct Manager and 
Modern Apprentice at EWWR stand located at the reception of 
the main council building 

EU Court of Justice Approves the Separation of Grid Provision and Electricity 
Generation Roles Within Transmission Owners 

In a recent Brussels Briefing on Energy,  an overview was provided of the European Union’s 
most pressing energy issues: 
 
• State intervention in the energy sector 
• Unbundling of the electricity and gas distribution 
• European Commission’s list of energy infrastructure projects 
• Energy Efficiency Directive  
 
A Comhairle spokesman from the Development Department stated: “EU Treaties seek to ensure free 
movement of capital but a landmark 22 October decision by the Court of Justice states that a proposal 
by the Netherlands to 'unbundle' electricity network management from electricity generation, distribution 
and supply IS compatible with EU Treaties. This is to prevent market distortion by reducing cross 
subsidisation (between networks and generation) within electricity companies to ensure that network 
(Grid) provision receives adequate investment in the public interest. A strong signal to Member States 
(like the UK) struggling with electricity companies under-investing in Grid. This is very relevant for the 
Scottish Islands.”     
http://www.vieuws.eu/energy/brussels-briefing-on-energy-all-you-need-to-know-for-the-month-
of-november-2013/ 
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Programme Budget Aim (s) Priorities  

Horizon 2020 €70.2 billion  A Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation  

a) Excellent Science; b) Industrial 
Leadership; and, c) Societal 
Challenges  

Connecting Europe Facility €30 billion  A Fund for Strategic EU Infrastructure 
Projects  

a) Transport (€23.2 billion); b) Energy 
(€5.1 billion); and, c) 
Telecommunications (€1 billion)  

COSME (Competitiveness of 
Enterprises and SME’s) 

€2 billion  Programme to improve SME 
competitiveness  

a) improve framework conditions for 
enterprise competitiveness and 
sustainability; b) promote 
entrepreneurship; c) improve access 
to debt and equity finance for SME’s; 
and, d) improve access to EU and 
global markets.  

LIFE+ €3.45 billion  Programme for the Environment and 
Climate Change and (2 sub 
programmes);  a) Environment €2,592 
million; and, b) Climate Action €864 
million  

Sub programme a) Environment and 
Resource Efficiency; Biodiversity; and, 
Environmental Governance and 
Information.  
Sub programme b) Climate Change 
Mitigation; Climate Change 
Adaptation; Climate Governance and 
Information  

Erasmus+ €16 billion  Consolidation programme for 
Education, Youth, Culture and Sport  

a) Learning mobility;  b) Institutional co
-operation between educational 
institutions; and, c) Support for policy 
reform  

Programme for Employment 
and Social Innovation  (EaSI) 

€815 million  Funding for the 4th Pillar of the EU 
Initiative for Employment and Inclusion 

Three Programmes: a) PROGRESS 
(€500 million); b) EURES (€20 million); 
and, c) PROGRESS MICRO 
FINANCE (€171.1 million)  

European Territorial Co 
Operation (formally Interreg) 

Not known  Cooperation across boundaries  a) Cross border cooperation; b) 
transnational cooperation; and, c) inter
-regional cooperation  

Creative Europe  €1.462 billion  Consolidating measure for the Cultural 
and Creative Sectors  

Consolidates three previous 
programmes: CULTURE, MEDIA and 
MEDIA MUNUS.  Cultural and 
linguistic diversity are key objective, so 
will help Gaelic.  

Health for Growth 
Programme 

€446 million  Health Promotion and Access to 
Health Services  

Better health systems, increased 
access to healthcare, health promotion 
and protection from cross border 
health threats  

Europe for Citizens 
Programme 2014-2020 

Not known  Awareness and understanding raising 
of the EU for EU citizens  

Support of activity to increase 
awareness of the EU, its values and 
history  

Youth Employment Initiative  €8 billion 
additional to 
existing 
programmes 

Youth Employment in Priority Areas  Additional support in areas where 
Youth Unemployment exceeds 25% in 
2012  

 Some of the new EU Programmes for 2014 - 2020 


