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EDIC OUTER HEBRIDES VISITS PRIMARY 6 
AT STORNOWAY PRIMARY 

Stornoway Primary school invited the Europe Direct 
Information Centre to come along to the school to 
assist them with their term time study on ‘Europe’ 
as their chosen topic.  
We decided to look at the EU’s Common Agricultur-
al Policy (CAP) and it’s link with ‘where our food 
comes from’ and from ‘farm to fork.’ 
Linda Cunningham, EDIC Manager, took the chil-
dren through a brief resume of the history of the 
Policy, and its later major reform to avoid surplus 
production, such as the infamous butter mountains 
and wine lakes.  
The importance of the CAP for improving land use 
and the environment were also highlighted. 
The two primary 6 classes numbering 50 in total, 
then enjoyed an interactive quiz time on Europe 
and the importance of Europe’s Agriculture sec-
tor, and more generic European related quiz 
questions that would help them prepare for their 
upcoming local Western Isles Euroquiz heats.  
The school won the Western Isles local heats in 
2013 and were determined to keep the winning 
crown with the school for 2014! 
The support from the CAP and special measures 
available to our local crofting community and the 
‘Crofting Connections’ project which involves 
three Western Isles schools were also discussed. 
http://www.croftingconnections.com/schools/
directory/ 
The school have their own polytunnels and have 
grown fruit and vegetables successfully.  
Pictured from top to bottom are Mrs Mackay (P6A teacher) 
with Linda who presented both P6 teachers with a booklet 
on the Common Agricultural Policy, P6B being addressed 
by Linda, and the bottom photo shows the school’s Eu-
roquiz team captain receiving some of the resources that 
were presented to both of the classes. 

€urozone 
€1= £0.83 
€1= $1.37 
Source: 
European Central Bank  
28 March 2014 
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 
Thursday 22 May 2014 

We all face many choices and many issues.  We all have our 
own views but, in Europe, every opinion gets a fair chance.  
The decisions of the European Parliament are driven by 
everything that matters to you.  YOU have the power to 
decide. Visit the Election Website at http://
www.election2014.eu 

The European Parliament – ACT, REACT, IMPACT  

STORNOWAY PRIMARY ARE 
EUROQUIZ WINNERS! 

The Western Isles heats for the annual 
Euroquiz competition sponsored by the 
Scottish European Educational Trust 
were held on Friday 14 March in Back 

School.  A nail biting race to the end culminated in a tie 
break question between Back School and Stornoway 
Primary School who correctly identified the nationality of 
Manchester City striker, David Silva. Stornoway Primary P6 
team now goes on to represent the Western Isles at the 
National Finals to be held in the Debating Chamber of the 
Scottish Parliament in May. 
Stornoway Primary team captain James Cunningham said: 
“We studied Europe as a topic this term and practised a lot 
using old Euroquiz questions. We had a strategy ready 
where each team member was allocated an EU country to 
study.”  More information at http://www.seet.org.uk/ 

MACHAIR LIFE + LEGACY 
SHED UNDERWAY AT 

LIONACLEIT 
A 60ft by 40ft shed is currently being 
constructed in Lionacleit to house 
Machair Life+ machinery, funded by the 
European Commission. The shed is on 
land leased by the Comhairle to the 

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and is being built by 
local contractor, John Allan MacLellan. 
The shed will be leased to contractor Angus MacDonald of 
Kyles for an initial period of three years and Mr MacDonald 
will operate the machinery for the benefit of Crofters across 
Uist. The shed will house plant including trailers, a tractor, a 
rotovator, a spreader, a reversible plough, a harrow, rollers, a 
seed drier.  
In addition to offering services like seaweed spreading at 
favourable rates, Mr MacDonald will be delivering elements of 
the Crofting course at Sgoil Lionacleit as part of his contract. 
He will also employ a new apprentice.  

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
REPRESENTATIVES VISIT THE ISLANDS 

During March 2014, EDIC Outer Hebrides organised a 
series of Public Information Meetings to raise awareness 
about the forthcoming European Parliamentary Elections on 
22 May 2014. 
We were delighted when Mr Björn Kjellström, Head of the 
European Parliament Information Office in the UK, and his 
counterpart in the Scottish European Parliament Information 
Office, Mr Per Johansson, accepted our invitation to travel 
to the islands for these events. 
Between them, Bjorn and Per addressed Public Meetings in 
Stornoway and Benbecula and ran Information Sessions 
with senior Secondary School pupils in the Nicolson 
Institute, Sir E Scott School, Sgoil Lionacleit and Castlebay 
School. 
Also present at these meetings was Mr Derek Mackay, 
Depute Returning Officer for Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
who outlined the democratic process and the shape the 
European Parliamentary Election will take locally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Björn Kjellström meets with Comhairle Leader, Angus 
Campbell, and Development Chair, Alasdair Macleod. 

SOCIAL MEDIA TRAINING IN BRUSSELS 
With Twitter and Facebook becoming indispensable tools in 
spreading the EU message, all Europe Direct Information 
Centres were recently invited to Brussels for a Training Day 
on the use of Social Media.   
The event was funded by the European Commission and pro-
vided a real insight into how, used correctly, Social Media can 
transform the effectiveness of EDIC’s across Europe. EDIC 
Outer Hebrides is already one of the most intensive users of 
Social Media within the Europe Direct network and even more 
use will be made of these media following this training. 

 


