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NEW £1.15M MARINA OPENS IN STORNOWAY 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION EVENT OPEN DAYS 2014  
The OPEN DAYS 2014 is the 12th European Week of Regions and Cities 
organised by the European Commission and Committee of the Regions, and 
will take place from 6 October to 9 October 2014 in Brussels, focussing on 
Regional Policy. Local events take place all around the European Union, both 
in Brussels, and many other places around the EU. 
 
The OPEN DAYS Brussels-based events will consist of an opening session on 6 October, followed by some 
100 working sessions, workshops or debates, from the 7-9 October involving 200 Regions and cities.  
Website and Registration Information: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/od2014/register.cfm and video 
explaining more about the event:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDP-gseBGfA#action=share  
 
The Highlands and Islands European Partnership, of which the Comhairle is a member, will be  represented at 
the event.  More Information: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/od2014/index.cfm  

The port of Stornoway offers a range of facilities unmatched in the 
Northwest of Scotland. Situated 30 miles off the North West coast of 
Scotland, it is the main seaport of the Hebridean Island chain and 
provides a vital link to mainland Britain. This lively town has everything 
you would expect of a modern commercial port, as well as boasting the 
leading slipway facility on the West coast and surrounding isles. 
 
The port is the main entry / exit point for all goods imported to and 
exported from the island. Over 1000 vessel movements are recorded annually comprising commercial vessels, 
daily car passenger and freight ferries, cruise liners and many other vessel types. Stornoway is one of the few 
ports on the West coast of Scotland offering two Ro-ro Linkspan facilities and handles almost 200,000 
passengers per annum. The port is becoming a popular stop over for cruise liners and visiting yachts, and in 
recognition of this Stornoway Port Authority (SPA) has expanded the berthing spaces available to 
accommodate these larger yachts by creating 43 extra berths, to add to the 27 available for leisure craft.  
 
Investment for this expansion of the marina included funding of £50,000 for the pontoon enabling works 
(towards the total project cost of £180,000) received from the European Fisheries Fund – Axis 4 (EFF – Axis 4) 
administered by the Comhairle’s Fisheries Local Action Group, which is also investing funding of £60,000 
towards a new ice plant for the SPA from EFF – Axis 4.   
 
Chief Executive of the Port Authority, Jane Maciver, said:  “Now, for the first time we can market Stornoway 
and the Outer Hebrides as a sail destination. The new marina in Stornoway, the soon to be completed 
pontoons in Lochmaddy, and the developments at Lochboisdale, with other projects in the pipeline, mean that 
people can cross the Minch and be confident that there are relevant and suitable infrastructure and facilities 
available here for them.  We want to get the message to people that the Outer Hebrides are not as far away as 
they may think.  A selling point for us is that it is possible for someone to have breakfast in London, and lunch 
aboard their yacht in Stornoway!  Our aim however is that these facilities will not only attract visiting vessels, 
but also will encourage current and future generations of Islanders to take up marine recreation and sports.” 
 
http://www.stornowayportauthority.com/ 
 
http://www.stornowaygazette.co.uk/news/local-headlines/stornoway-marina-open-for-business-1-3372522 
 
http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/eds/eff/index.asp 

Stornoway Marina © Alice MacDonald  
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The EDIC hosted an information stand for the European Year of Citizens 2014 at the European Continental 
Market, in Perceval Square, which is located in the centre of Stornoway. The stand was extremely well attended, 
and the Manager Linda Cunningham (pictured left in top photo), was assisted by Modern Apprentice Alice 
Macdonald (pictured right in top photo).  
 
The Manager provided information on rights of EU citizens ranging from travel and healthcare rights, to their 
democratic rights and how to influence policy within the EU, following on with the citizen’s engagement theme 
from the European Parliament Election in May 2014.  
Further information regarding the European Year of Citizens can be found here.   

Also, following on with the ‘Citizenship’ theme the new ‘Europe for Citizens’ funding programme for the 
period 2014-2020 offers funding support in two thematic areas: 

 "European Remembrance": This strand of the programme focusses on Europe as a peace project. We 
must keep the memories of the past alive while we build the future. The programme will support initiatives 
which reflect on the causes of the totalitarian regimes that blighted Europe's modern history, look at its other 
defining moments and reference points, and consider different historical perspectives. Remembering the 
lessons of the past is a pre-requisite for building a brighter future. 

 "Democratic engagement and civic participation": This part of the programme aims at strengthening the 
general public's understanding of how EU policies are shaped today. It also fosters the close involvement of 
civil society in European policy-making. Citizens' organisations can draw on funding to encourage and develop 
the responsible, democratic civic engagement of the general public in the processes of European integration. 

 

Europe for Citizens Programme 

Much work has taken place recently in Scotland to identify national and regional funding priorities, 
draft programme documents for submission to the European Commission, and consideration of 
appropriate delivery and governance structures for the ESIF. The following having been achieved: 

 Submission of the UK Partnership Agreement (UKPA) to the European Commission. This document outlines 
the strategic focus taken by the UK Government and the devolved administrations, and indicates the thematic 
focus for investment of ESI funds. HIEP and individual partners provided comments to several iterations of 
the Scottish Chapter of the UKPA, to ensure that it reflects the challenges and opportunities regarding the 
Highlands and Islands Transition region. 

 Submission of three Scottish Operational Programmes (OP’s): ERDF, ESF, and EAFRD (Rural 
Development ). These documents detail the proposed investments by each of the funds, and include detail on 
the particular issues and proposed investments in the Highlands and Islands Transition region. HIEP partners 
have provided input to strengthen the analysis of need, proposed investment priorities, and financial 
allocations for the Highlands and Islands Transition region. The EMFF fisheries programme will be submitted 
as a UK programme. 

 Further development of strategic interventions, including identification of specific project activities, expected 
outcomes, consideration of cost models and potential delivery arrangements. For some strategic interventions 
HIEP partners are lead bodies – for example HIE leading on Business Competitiveness / Innovation; Local 
Authorities leading on Employability. In others, HIEP partners are likely to be delivery bodies – for example 
UHI delivering on Workforce development.. In all cases the HIEP priority is to influence where necessary, to 
ensure that proposed activities clearly address the challenges and opportunities present in our region.  

 Outlining of programme governance arrangements, including the Highlands and Islands Territorial 
Committee.  

There is likely to be further work in each of these areas. The timeline for completion of negotiations, 
approval of programme documents, and the commencement of programmes, has slipped due to later 
than anticipated submission of the Partnership Agreement  and the Operational Programmes.  

The Scottish Government timeline below is subject to change, depending on negotiations 
between the European Commission and the UK / Scottish Governments, and on the 
progress in establishing administration and governance arrangements: 

EDIC AT THE EUROPEAN CONTINENTAL MARKET 

ELECTION OF EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION  PRESIDENT 

JUNCKER 

EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL AND INVESTMENT FUNDS (ESIF)  2014- 2020 

Europe Direct Outer Hebrides  

Former Prime Minister of 
Luxembourg, Jean-Claude Juncker 
has been elected President of the 
European Commission by a strong 
majority of 422 votes, in the 
European Parliament plenary 
session.  
 
After being proposed as candidate 
for Commission President by the 
European Council on 27June, 
Juncker needed a majority of 376 
votes in the European Parliament.  
 
Speaking ahead of the vote, he 
presented his political guidelines 
focusing on 10 policy areas for the 
next European Commission as set 
out in a document entitled:  
A new start for Europe: My agenda for 
Jobs, Growth, Fairness and Democratic 
Change  

October 2014 UK PA Approval 

October 2014 Operational Programmes Approval 

October 2014 Strategic Intervention delivery arrangements in place and open for business 

Early 2015 SRDP ( part funded by EAFRD, and the Scottish Government ) open for business  

Early 2015 EMFF fisheries programme open for business 

SURVEY FROM BRUSSELS HQ 
REGARDING LOCAL EUROPE 
DIRECT INFORMATION CENTRE’S  
 

If you have used your local EDIC (Outer 
Hebrides) service we would be grateful 
if you could please take a moment to 
complete a short monitoring survey. 
The results of the survey are 
anonymous.  

Thank you for taking part in the survey.  
 

http://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/
EDICfeedback2014 

http://europa.eu/citizens-2013/en/home
http://europa.eu/citizens-2013/en/news/europe-citizens-funding-programme-period-2014-2020-officially-adopted-and-published-offical-jou
http://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/EDICfeedback2014
http://ec.europa.eu/about/juncker-commission/docs/pg_en.pdf

