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EU INFORMATION EVENT AT SGOIL AN RUBHA (POINT SCHOOL) 

The Europe Direct Information 
Centre held an information event 
on the EU at Sgoil an Rubha 
recently, after being invited by the 
school to assist P6/P5 pupils with 
their European project and their 
preparations for entry into this 
year’s Euroquiz.  

A Prezi presentation outlining 
basic EU facts and a video about 
the EU was shown. The pupils 
were then quizzed on their 
knowledge of Europe generally, 
and by using questions from the 
Scottish European Educational 
Trust (SEET) Euroquiz resources website. SEET are a charity who aim to promote education about 
Europe, and encourage language learning amongst students at schools, colleges, and universities 
throughout Scotland.  

Their current activities include an annual Euroquiz for primary school pupils, and a European film-
making competition for secondary school pupils called Our Europe. 
The visit was concluded by the EDIC Manager distributing EU resources gift bags to all the pupils, 
not forgetting their teacher.   
EU resources included the Mystery of the Golden Stars, Let’s Explore Europe, Passport to the 
European Union, as well as freebies including the EDICs personalised pencils and torches, with the 
torches being deployed in the power cuts very soon after our visit!! 

Trade policy is an exclusive competence of the EU, and the European 
Commission is responsible for negotiating international trade on behalf of the EU 
Member States. The TTIP aims to remove trade barriers in a wide range of 
economic sectors to make it easier to buy and sell goods and services between 
the EU and the US. The United States is a key trading partner for Scotland, and 

an important growing market for Scottish goods and services.  
The European Commission has made it a high priority to secure an agreement within TTIP on EU 
Geographical Indications (GIs), which would allow for the extension of the legal protection given to 
registered products into the US market. GI status protects traditional products from a recognised 
region, and prevents the GI-protected name being used on generic products.  
A number of Scottish products including Stornoway black pudding already benefit from this status 
within the EU.   
Written evidence by MEPs was submitted to the Scottish Parliament’s European and External 
Relations Committee: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/
CurrentCommittees/83830.aspx 

WHAT DOES THE TRANSATLANTIC TRADE AND INVESTMENT 
PARTNERSHIP (TTIP)  HAVE TO DO WITH STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING? 

EDIC Manager with pupils showing their EU resources bags
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Comhairle nan Eilean Siar is a partner in the Intelligent 
Energy Europe ‘BEAST’ project (Beyond Energy Action 
Strategies). From 2009 to 2012, the Comhairle led the 
ambitious ISLEPACT, Intelligent Energy Europe 
project, and produced a Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) for the Outer Hebrides. 

The BEAST project now builds on this, and looks at ways in which the ISLEPACT SEAP 
can be implemented locally. In this context, a BEAST Workshop took place in Stornoway 
on the 3rd of December 2014, where a range of local partners met and focused on 
prioritising actions which will lead to a real improvement in the Fuel Poverty situation in 

the Outer Hebrides. 

Representatives from the Comhairle, Hebridean Housing Partnership, Citizens Advice Bureau, Local Energy Scotland, and 
the Community Planning Partnership agreed that awareness raising among householders of tariff and energy efficiency 
issues is essential. Beyond that, solutions include a Community Tariff, optimisation of Government Energy Efficiency 
programmes and research into innovative heating solutions. 

In the longer term, the Outer Hebrides Energy Supply Company concept being developed by the Comhairle could facilitate 
community owned generation of renewable electricity and the retailing of that electricity to island consumers at a preferential 
tariff. 

The BEAST project runs from April 2014 to October 2016 and, along with the Outer Hebrides, includes partners from 
Sweden, the Canaries, Cyprus, Croatia, Italy, Latvia and Norway. 
For more information see: http://www.beastproject.eu/   https://www.facebook.com/
BEASTprojectEU   https://twitter.com/BEASTprojectEU 

The A859 Spinal Route–Stockinish to Luskentyre Phase 2 
project (pictured top right) includes road widening 
improvements to the Stockinish section of the spinal route and 
to the A865 at Carinish, in North Uist, pictured bottom right.  

The contract for Stockinish was awarded on 11 September 
2014, while Carinish was awarded on 19 September 2014. 
Construction work for both contracts is underway with 
programmed completion dates in March 2015.   

The total eligible cost of the project is £2,043,000, which 
includes an ERDF contribution of £500k and the Comhairle’s 
match funding of £1,543,000.  

OUTER HEBRIDES ENERGY SUPPLY COMPANY PROPOSAL 

EU FUNDING ASSISTS SPINAL ROUTE WORKS 

Europe Direct Outer Hebrides  

EU rules ensure minimum 
maternal, parental and adoption 
leave following a birth.  
The EU2020 Strategy aims to 
alleviate child poverty and social 
exclusion, having a target of 
protecting 20 million people from 
these risks by 2020.  
Child friendly justice in the EU 
supports national initiatives to 
make hearings less formal, 
especially in criminal or divorce 
matters where children have to 
give evidence in court. 
The AMBER alert system 
operates in 11 EU countries 
including the UK; an emergency 
message can be issued by 
police when a child is abducted 
or missing and their life/health is 
in danger. 
UK parents have the right to a 
school place for their children 
wherever they live in the EU. 
EU pension rules make it clear 
in which country you will be able 
to draw your pension, regardless 
of how many EU countries you 
have worked in. 
More information 

 THE EU IS ALL AROUND 
YOU (FAMILIES) 

BEAST Project local Jam session 

EUROPEAN YEAR FOR DEVELOPMENT 2015 

2015 is the first ever ‘European Year’ to deal with 
the EU's external action and Europe’s role in the 
world. The European Union and its Member 
States are the world's largest aid donor. In 2013 
they provided more than half of public aid or 
“official development assistance” as defined by 
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD). Together, they spent €56.5 billion in 2013 on helping countries 
across the world in their fight against poverty. EU development aid goes to around 
150 countries in the world, ranging from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe.  
Starting in 2014, the EU will increasingly focus on the poorest places 
in the world. In the period 2014-2020, about 75% of EU support will 
go to these countries, which often are also hard hit by natural disas-
ters or conflict, something that makes their citizens particularly vul-
nerable.  
Moreover, the EU is the only donor worldwide which gives support to 
all countries that are fragile, or suffer from conflict. 
https://europa.eu/eyd2015/en 
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