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SCOTTISH BEEF SCHEME SPRING PAYMENT FOR BEEF FARMERS 
The Scottish Beef Scheme (SBS) gives direct EU support to specialist 
beef producers and has an annual budget of 29.8 million Euros.  
The 2015 SBS paid around £116 for each calf born on and raised on a 
croft or farm in 2014, assuming that breeders complied with a number of 
strict regulations and requirements.  
The SBS is especially important to island producers and those in remote 
rural areas as it helps to meet the higher costs of animal feeding.  
This past winter/spring has been especially expensive for stock 
producers on the west coast and islands as the weather has remained 
persistently wet with cold temperatures right into May, resulting in little 
or no fresh grass growth for cows producing milk for calves, or for sheep 
with lambs.  Therefore stock producers have to feed more and for a 
longer period resulting in much higher feeding costs which of course eat 
into profit margins.  Cattle and sheep in the islands have to withstand 
extreme weather and exposure where there is little natural shelter.  
Bought-in animal feed and hay/straw is an option but it is expensive due 
to the high freight and ferry costs in the islands.   
For example, a one ton pallet of feed for cows costs around £270 from a 
feedstock supplier in Inverness, but it costs at least another £63 
including VAT to get it delivered to an island croft . 
Similarly, one big round bale hay costs £12-£15 on a farm around 
Inverness, but with freight and ferry charges it costs £40-£45 each by 
the time it is delivered to an island croft. Three cows will eat one big bale 
of hay in 5 days. In addition, machinery, and labour costs are entailed 
with daily feeding and the same costs again where crofters and farmers 
manage to produce their own hay, silage or cereals, weather permitting.   
Fortunately the SBS payments help to mitigate these higher costs paid 
by those farming on Europe’s remote and exposed, westerly seaboard. 
If the Scottish Beef Scheme (SBS) stopped three things would happen: Cattle and calf numbers 
would fall because of the economics of production; there would be less beef stock for sale to supply 
local and export beef markets; and, the price of beef would soar at local butchers and supermarkets.  
Beef would then become a rich person’s food, and there would be serious implications for the way 
the land is (not) grazed which would have an immediate environmental impact on important croft, hill 
and machair habitats and wild/birdlife.  
Other impacts of stopping the SBS would include the effect of poorly maintained croft pasture, 
fences, and fields, making the islands less attractive for local people, visitors and the tourism sector.  
As cattle production declined, cattle would obviously disappear and with them the knowledge, skills 
and expertise of cattle producers from a community.  There would also be a significant impact on the 
spin-off trade for other local businesses, shops, and employment which are supported by the 
livestock sector.  The economy of island communities and remote rural areas is so fragile that the 
loss of one producer can in reality determine whether another sector, business or service can remain 
viable and ultimately the loss of one producer can have a ‘domino effect’ on the wider community.  
Thanks to Kenny Matheson, of 19 Brue, Isle of Lewis, for this interview and photos of his croft above. 
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Commissioner Hahn’s Europe Day Message: 
“Europe Day is an occasion for celebration, but also for reflection. In 
1950, the French Foreign Minister, Robert Schuman, set out his 
idea for a new form of political and economic cooperation in Europe, 
which would make war in Europe unthinkable. This was the decisive 
step for the creation of a united Europe, and the first chapter in our 
European success story. 
In times of financial crisis and turmoil at our borders, we sometimes 
tend to forget what Europe brought, not only to its growing number 
of Member States, but in particular to its citizens: lasting peace, 
political stability, and increasing prosperity. 
The objective now for the European Union is to extend this success 
beyond its borders, to make war in its neighbourhood unthinkable 
and to support its partner countries in their political and economic 
transformation.” 
The EDIC celebrated Europe Day at An Lanntair by having an information stand with lots of EU resources on a wide range of 
topics including EU citizen’s rights, EU policies and funding opportunities, as well as information on the meaning of Europe 
Day. All resources are provided free of charge including our specially commissioned EDIC promotional items which also 
proved very popular. Great interest was shown by local citizens regarding their EU rights, and the meaning of the ‘Day’ itself. 
http://ec.europa.eu/commission/2014-2019/hahn/announcements/commissioner-hahns-europe-day-message_en 

The Scottish European Educational Trust (SEET) aims to 
promote and encourage education about Europe to students in 
schools and universities by working alongside the Parliament, 
Commission, and other organisations. 
SEET runs an annual Euroquiz for P6 pupils, which sees teams 
of four working together to broaden their knowledge of Europe 
covering history, geography, sport, culture, languages and the 

EU. Local authority heats took place from January to March, with the winning authorities 
teams going on to the national final which was held on 11th May in the Debating Chamber 
of the Scottish Parliament. 
Sgoil an Rubha won the heats locally, and then came an excellent 8th place out of the 30 
teams in the final!  The winners were Carmondean Primary School (West Lothian). 
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The European Innovation 
Partnership for Active and 
Healthy Ageing funds research 
and innovation in disease 
prevention, early diagnosis, 
caring, curing, and active and 
independent living for the over 
65s.  
‘PharmaCog’ is an EU funded 
pan European partnership of 
experts who are normally in 
competition, but who are 
working together, to deliver high 
quality medication for 
Alzheimer’s disease. 
‘Robots (Strands)’ is an 
£8million scheme led by the 
University of Birmingham to 
develop software enabling 
robots to help in old people’s 
homes and provide security.  
‘Calypso Holidays’ is a project 
which provides holidays for older 
people outside the main season; 
this helps resorts economically, 
and encourages holidays for 
those who could not otherwise 
afford them. 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/
innovation-union/index_en.cfm?
section=active-healthy-ageing/ 

 THE EU IS ALL AROUND 
YOU (ACTIVE AGEING) 

DIGITAL SINGLE MARKET 
The Commission has published a Digital Single Market Strategy, which is one of its key 
priorities. The internet and digital technologies are transforming our world.  
But, existing barriers online mean citizens miss out on goods and services, internet com-
panies and start-ups have their horizons limited, and businesses and governments can-
not fully benefit from digital tools. 
It's time to make the EU's single market fit for the digital age – tearing down regulatory 
walls and moving from 28 national markets to a single one. This could contribute €415 
billion per year to our economy and create 3.8 million jobs. 
The Digital Single Market Strategy sets out 16 actions, grouped under 3 pillars, which 
should be delivered by the end of next year. 
Pillar I: Better access for consumers and businesses to digital goods and services across 
Europe 
Pillar II: Creating the right conditions and a level playing field for digital networks and in-
novative services to flourish 
Pillar III: Maximising the growth potential of the digital economy 
The European Council will discuss the strategy at its meeting of 25-26 June 2015, and an 
analysis of what the strategy means locally will feature in a future newsletter issue. 
http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/digital-single-market/docs/dsm-communication_en.pdf 

EDIC Manager with visitors at the information stand 


