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35TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE CPMR ISLANDS COMMISSION 

Overall, within the CPMR there are six geographical commissions 
including one dedicated to lslands. The CPMR formed six 
geographical commissions in order to make it easier to articulate 
the particular circumstances of the major sea basins. 
Around 150 Regions form the Conference of Peripheral Maritime 
Regions of Europe (CPMR) which is independent of EU 
institutions. 
The regions represent the 28 countries and almost 200 million 
people, and work together to ensure that EU institutions and 
national governments take account of their common interests, and 
cooperate on practical projects in order to enhance their assets.  
While the CPMR Islands Commission acts as a lobby group and 
policy think tank for the peripheral regions of Europe, the ISLENET network of islands has 
emerged as an important technical proving ground for innovative projects which further 
CPMR objectives.  
The Comhairle, as founding member of ISLENET in 1993, is currently engaged in a review 
of the network and meetings took place in this regard around the CPMR Islands 
Commission Conference.   
The latest iteration of ISLENET will involve three island ‘clusters’ 
– NORTH (Scottish Islands, Samso, Gotland etc); ATLANTIC 
(Azores, Madeira, Canaries etc); and, Mediterranean (Cyprus, 
Malta, the Greek Islands etc).  
The Comhairle will continue to play a leading role in ISLENET as 
it leads Europe in key areas such as response to climate change. 
The current President of the influential Islands Commission of 
CPMR is Cllr Steven Heddle, Convenor of Orkney Islands 
Council, who was successfully re elected at the conference on 25 
June 2015.  
Comhairle Leader, Angus Campbell (pictured on the right), 
attended the Conference to represent the Outer Hebrides.   
http://www.cpmr.org/ 
http://www.islandscommission.org/en/ 

What is the Council Presidency and how does it work? Find out more 
about the role of the Council's rotating six month Presidency by watching 
this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXwkzQfzgJY  
Council achievements under the outgoing Latvian Presidency are shown 
in the infographic: 
https://eu2015.lv/images/news/2015_06_29_rezultati_EN.pdf 

LUXEMBOURG TAKES OVER THE EU COUNCIL PRESIDENCY  
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An inquiry into the United Kingdom’s future relationship with the European Union is to be 
conducted by the Scottish Parliament’s European and External Relations Committee 
(EERC).  
The inquiry will have two key strands. The Committee’s focus in the first strand would be 
to consider the implications of the proposed EU referendum on Scotland, and the second 
strand would consider the implications of the UK’s EU reform agenda for Scotland.  
The theme of UK intergovernmental relations; the structures and processes for 
consulting the Scottish Government and the Scottish Parliament on the EU referendum; 
and EU reform will run through both strands. 
The Committee would like to invite individuals and organisations to submit written 
evidence on the following three key areas: 

Implications for Scotland of the proposed referendum on UK membership of the        
European Union; 
Implications for Scotland of the UK Government’s EU reform agenda; and, 
Intergovernmental relations regarding discussions on both the referendum and reform 
negotiations. 
For more information and the call for evidence please see the following: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/
newsandmediacentre/91022.aspx 

Written responses are to be sent to the email address: EUreformandreferendum@scottish.parliament.uk by the 9 
September 2015.   

The Comhairle, in conjunction with Lews Castle College UHI, recently hosted 
training workshops on the theme of sustainable energy action planning. 
The training was provided as a result of Comhairle involvement in the Intelligent 
Energy Europe (Beyond Energy Action Strategies) BEAST project, which aims to 
support practical progress in sustainable energy action planning in the partner 
regions involved. 
The workshops aimed to support the implementation of the Outer Hebrides 
Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) developed by the Comhairle in 2011, with 
the aim of achieving a 20% reduction of the region’s greenhouse gas emissions by 
2020.  For further information and updates on the project please visit the website: 
http://www.beastproject.eu 

 
 
 
 
 

INQUIRY INTO EU REFORM AND THE EU REFERENDUM : IMPLICATIONS FOR SCOTLAND 

BEYOND ENERGY ACTION STRATEGIES UPDATE  

Europe Direct Outer Hebrides  

The EUs main financial 
instrument is the European 
Social Fund (ESF) for 
supporting employment in 
member states. From 2014 
the ESF is targeting the 
problem of youth 
unemployment and NEETs. 
‘Street League’ one of the 
UKs fastest growing charities 
(assisted by ESF funding) 
organises 8 week courses for 
the young unemployed, and 
has a success rate of 80% in 
terms of finding a job or 
entering further education.  
The ‘Youth on the Move’ 
initiative helps young people 
to work in different EU 
countries, and EURES can 
help youths to find a job 
through their job information 
system. 
ERASMUS+ aims to 
encourage students and 
employees to study, train, 
volunteer, or do an 
apprenticeship in another EU 
country. 

 THE EU IS ALL AROUND 
YOU (UNDER 25s) 

SCOTTISH LOAN FUND 

The Scottish Loan Fund provides loans from £250k to 
£5 million to small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) and is designed for established businesses 
that have growth potential and are exporting. 
What makes this fund different to traditional bank 

loans is that it provides mezzanine loans. This is a hybrid product that sits 
between debt and equity, and is often used to fund companies with positive cash 
flow and significant growth ambitions. No equity stake is taken in your business. 
The Scottish Loan Fund can suit purposes such as: Capital expenditure, Working 
Capital, Development Capital, and Overseas Expansion. Benefits include Long 
term committed capital with greater flexibility than traditional bank debt, 
Repayments over a flexible term of 3-7 years (including capital repayment 
holidays where appropriate), and Support to help you grow and develop your 
business.  
The Scottish Investment Bank (SIB), is cornerstone investor in this fund and the 
project is part funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). 
http://www.scottish-enterprise.com/services/attract-investment/scottish-loan-fund/

Image © Scottish Enterprise 

EERC Convenor 
Christina Mckelvie MSP. 
Image © Scottish 
Parliament 
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