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SRDP 2014-2020 BROADBAND GRANT SCHEME 

The   Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP) 2014-
2020 Broadband Grant Scheme is a new pan Scotland 
funding programme and is now open for applications. 
The £9 million fund will be used to support community-led 
broadband projects similar to Giga Plus Argyll – a ground-
breaking scheme where groups of hard-to-reach 
communities get together to procure super-fast broadband 
services from commercial providers.   
The Broadband Scheme is part of the £1.3 billion (SRDP) 
2014-2020 which delivers Pillar 2 of the EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).  
The key purpose of the SRDP 2014 - 2020 is to help achieve sustainable economic growth 
in Scotland’s rural areas by funding economic, environmental and social measures for the 
benefit of rural Scotland.  
For more information, and details of how to apply, please see here.  Further information on  
the  Scottish Rural Development Programme  (SRDP) 2014 - 2020 can be found here. 

The 2016-17 Calls for Proposals from Horizon 2020 Energy 
are expected to be launched in late September/early 
October 2015.  
The exact content of the Calls has yet to be finalised but it 
is expected that the Calls will cover the following 
technology areas with indicative budgets denoted for 2016:  

Energy efficiency including heating and cooling, engaging consumers, buildings, industry, 
products, innovative financing and budget of €93M; Low carbon energy including smart 
grids, PV, wind, ocean, geothermal, biofuels and CCS and budget of €350M; and, Smart 
cities and communities and a budget of €60M. 
The European Information Days on the new Calls will be held on 14th and 15th September 
in Brussels and will cover all of the topics listed above, with more focused events taking 
place in October and November.  
The Information Days are now fully booked, however, they will also be broadcast online 
and recorded so you will be able to access the information even if you are unable to attend 
the event: the link will be available shortly before the event on this page.  
A Brokerage Event has been arranged to coincide with the Information Days on 16th 
September in Brussels where you can upload your organisation profile, review those of 
others and arrange meetings on the event website at http://www.b2match.eu/
energycall2016.  
Please see the following for more information: http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/
horizon2020/en/h2020-section/secure-clean-and-efficient-energy 
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https://www.b2match.eu/energycall2016
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=events&eventcode=0B56FA95-AFE0-D63B-DD0527FE301EC26C
https://twitter.com/EDICOuterHeb
https://www.facebook.com/EDICOuterHebrides?ref=hl
http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/farmingrural/SRDP
http://www.hie.co.uk/community-support/community-broadband-scotland/news/broadband-help-for-rural-communities.html
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/secure-clean-and-efficient-energy
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/secure-clean-and-efficient-energy


 

 

Page 2 

 

Here is an opportunity for all the tech entrepreneurs out there - Can 
you crack the   Food Scanner challenge?  
The European Commission Digital Agenda for Europe has €1 million 
ready for the winners!  
The aim is to motivate developers & ICT researchers to present a 
ground breaking solution to measure and analyse people's food 
intake.  
The Horizon Prize for a food scanner will be awarded to a mobile 
solution that analyses precisely, quickly and efficiently food 
composition, nutrition facts and potentially harmful ingredients such 
as allergens.  
Given the increase in food-related health problems it should also be 
able to provide feedback to users regarding their health and lifestyle. 
It can be an app, a new device or any innovative solution. 
This solution will especially benefit people with conditions such as obesity, allergies or food intolerance. 
This €1 million prize will be split into a maximum of three awards: € 800 000 will go to the winner and € 100 000 
each to the first and second runner-ups. 
The contest has been launched and will run until Autumn 2016. Contestants will be able to submit their entries 
from 9 September 2015 until 9 March 2016.  The rules of the contest are available online. 
A video has also been produced. 

€1 MILLION  PRIZE MONEY TO CRACK THE   FOOD SCANNER CHALLENGE 

There are more than 60 indigenous, regional or minority 
languages officially recognised in the European Un-
ion. Together they are spoken regularly by roughly 40 mil-
lion people. 54% of Europeans can hold a conversation in 
at least two languages, and most Europeans would recog-
nise that greater linguistic diversity brings cultural richness 
to a country. Since 2001 the Council of Europe declared a 
European Day of Languages to be celebrated on 26th of 
September each year to promote multi/plurilingualism in 

the whole of Europe.  
The Comhairle is a partner in a three year transnational project funded entirely by 
the ERASMUS+ programme. The project is called GO TO the FUTURE (Gaelic 
Occitan Together For language Users Through United Roots and Experiences) 
and is a minority language and cultural exchange project, including Occitan, Scot-
tish and Irish Gaelic.  
Transnational seminars are to be held in Ireland for one week in October 2015 
and the project will end with a dissemination event in the Western Isles in 2017. 

Europe Direct Outer Hebrides  

For people living and working 
in the countryside the EU 
means the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) in all 
its aspects with environmental 
protection for the whole 
community. Scotland has a 
vibrant agriculture and rural 
sector that the Scottish 
Government aims to support.  
The CAP is delivered via two 
pillars. Pillar 1 refers to 
payments made directly to 
farmers as income support in 
return for keeping land in 
good condition and meeting 
cross-compliance criteria.  
Pillar 2 is the support 
provided for development of 
rural areas. The Scottish 
Rural Development 
Programme (SRDP) 2014 - 
2020 delivers Pillar 2 of the 
EU Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP) through a 
number of schemes in 
Scotland’s rural areas. 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/
farmingrural/Agriculture/CAP 

 THE EU IS ALL AROUND 
YOU (COUNTRYSIDE)  

TRAVELLING IN EUROPE BOOKLET UPDATED FOR 2015–16 

A popular leaflet published by the EU has been updated and 
contains lots of useful information about how easy it is to travel in 
the EU, as well as a fold-out map of the continent.  
It explains cross border travel within the EU, how the euro makes 
it easier to shop around for bargains, details on accessing 
healthcare, travelling with pets, driving licences, motor insurance, 
and mobile phone use and charges.  
The booklet is available via the EU Bookshop for download, and 
the EDIC also has copies available, so please get in touch for 
copies. http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/travelling-in-europe-2015-16
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