
 
 
 

CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982  
LICENSING OF KNIFE DEALERS: NOTES 

  
  
 
 
 

Why do I need a Licence? 
 
1. From 1 June 2010 dealers who sell the following articles will require a knife dealer’s licence:  

a) knives (other than folding pocket knives whose blades do not exceed 3.5 inches in length or 
knives designed for domestic use); 

b) daggers (other than kirpins or skean dhus whose blades do not exceed 3.5 inches in length); 

c) knife blades (other than those designed for domestic use); 

d) swords; 

e) any other article that has a blade, or which is sharply pointed, and which is made or adapted for 
use for causing injury to a person. 

 
 What conditions will be applied? 
2. The conditions are attached to the application form and will form part of the licence if granted. 
 
 Why do I need to post a notice on the premises to be used? 
3. The Act specifies that when an application relates to a licence for an activity which is wholly or mainly to be 

carried on in premises then a Certificate has to be provided to the Comhairle that a notice has been posted on the 
premises for a period of at least 21 days giving details of the date the application was made to the Comhairle for a 
licence and various other details of the activity to be carried out.  In addition the Comhairle will publish any 
applications it receives in the Stornoway Gazette. 

 
 Who will be consulted? 
4. All applications will be submitted to the Police for an opinion as to whether the applicant is a fit person to hold the 

licence and where the activity is wholly or mainly to be carried out in premises the Fire Brigade will also be asked 
for their opinion as to the suitability of the premises.  The Director of Development will also be asked for an 
opinion on the application. 

 
 What is the fee? 
5. The Fees are on the Current Fees and Charges Sheet or available from 

http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/feesandcharges/environmentalhealth.asp  
 
 How long is the licence valid for? 
6. The licence is for a period of three years. 
 
 Am I committing an offence if I do not obtain a licence? 
7. Yes if you are conducting an activity which requires a licence and you do not obtain the licence then you are 

committing an offence and you will be liable, on summary conviction, to imprisonment and/or a fine not exceeding 
£5000.  If you obtain licence and do not comply with a condition attached to the licence you will be guilty of an 
offence and liable, on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £2500.  The Act provides that it shall be a 
defence for a person charged with an offence of non-compliance with a condition to prove that he used all due 
diligence to prevent the commission of the offence. 

 
 What records do I need to keep? 
8. The records to be kept are set out in the conditions attached to the licence (Condition 10).  It is suggested that a 

hard back notebook should be kept using the headings shown in Condition 10.  These records must be kept for 
three years. 

 
 What do I do next? 
9. You should complete the attached application form for a licence and submit it to the Comhairle.  As soon as your 

application is submitted you should post a notice on the premises in the style attached.  You should attempt to 
keep that notice on display for a period of at least 21 days and try and ensure that it does not become defaced or 
destroyed during that period.  When the 21 day period has expired you should complete the Certificate of Posting 
of Notice and send it on to the Director of Development at the address shown.  The Comhairle has then a period 
of up to three months in which to determine your licence. 

 

http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/feesandcharges/environmentalhealth.asp


 

CONDITIONS APPLYING TO KNIFE DEALER’S LICENCE 
 

 
 
 

 
LICENCE 

1. The licence holder shall at all times display his licence conspicuously within his premises. 

2. The licence holder shall keep his licence at all times clean and legible and shall exhibit such licence on demand to 
any authorised officer of the Comhairle or Police Officer. 

3. The licence holder shall not lend or allow any other person to use his licence. 

4. The licence holder shall not in any way alter, erase or deface his licence and shall when reasonably required 
produce it for examination by an authorised officer of the Comhairle. 

5. A licence holder who ceases to act such for the unexpired period of his licence or whose licence has been 
suspended by the Comhairle or has expired, shall, within three days thereafter, deliver his licence to the Director 
of Development and shall be in contravention of these conditions if he has failed to deliver his licence within the 
said period of three days. 

SALES 
6. No person under the age of eighteen shall engage in the activity of selling, hiring, offering or exposing for sale or 

hire, lending or giving knives, knife blades or swords within the premises. 
 

7. The dealer shall display all knives, knife blades or swords within lockfast cabinets or display units within the 
premises and shall ensure that all such items not on display are stored within a lockfast store. 

8. The dealer must ensure that any article listed in Condition 7, or display of such articles, is not visible from the 
street or any public entrance to the premises. 

9. The dealer must display a notice which must: 

a) be displayed at all times at the point of entry to the premises. The point of sale or counter and in a position 
which is readily visible to customers; 

b) be at least A4 size and which the lettering must be legible and no smaller than 5mm in height; and 

c) contain the following wording: 

(i) it is an offence to sell to a person under the age of 18 any knife or knife blade (except if the person is 
aged 16 or over and the knife or blade is designed for domestic use); 

(ii) it is also an offence to sell to a person under the age of 18 any razor blade, axe, sword or other article 
which has a blade or which is sharply pointed and which is made or adapted for use for causing 
injury; and 

(iii) a customer may be asked to provide details of his/her age and identity (which may be recorded or 
copied and kept for inspection for up to 3 years). 

RECORDS 
10. The Licensee must make detailed written records on the day of the transaction with a customer and retain such 

records for a period of 3 years from that date stating the following information: 

a) the identity of the customer and the means by which the customer’s identity was verified; 

b) the steps taken to establish that the customer was at least eighteen years of age at the time of the transaction 
(including any proof of age or identity sought or the means by which the customer’s age was verified or 
reasons why such verification was not sought because it was unnecessary); and 

c) a full description of the article sold, hired, offered or exposed for sale or hire, lent or given to the customer. 

 
 
 



 
 

 COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR 
CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982 

APPLICATION FOR A KNIFE DEALER’S LICENCE 
 

For Official Use only 
Date Lodged  
Paid  

 
Please refer to the relevant guidance notes prior to completing this form.  
 
The application fee of £175.00 is due at the time you submit your application to 
the Comhairle.  (The fee is non-refundable) 
 
Please answer every question in typescript or black ink and capital letters. 
 

Relationship  
Received by  
Public Notice   
Police  
Fire  
Planning  
Date Granted  
Renewal  
Licence no  

To be completed if applicant is individual natural person. 

1 Full Name (include all names & Title): 

 

 

Address and Postcode: 

 

 

Phone:  Home  Business : Mobile:  

Fax:  Email:  

Age, Date & Place of Birth Age Date of Birth Place of Birth 

   

To be completed if applicant is not an individual natural person (eg. A company or partnership). 

2 Full Company Name:  

Company address and postcode: 
 

 

Principle office address & postcode: 
 

 

Full name (including any previous name(s)), address 
and designation of employee or agent of applicant to be 
responsible for the day-to-day running of the premises  

 

Name (including any previous names(s) private 
addresses, dates and places of birth of all directors, 
partners or other person responsible for its 
management (Please continue on separate sheet if 
necessary): 

 

Phone Numbers: Business:  Mobile:  

Fax:  Email:  

3 
 

Are you the Owner of the 
business? 

Yes   No  If No please provide full name & address of the owner: 
 
 

4 Subject to the provisions of the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974, has any party named in Section 2 or Section 3 
ever been convicted of any crime or offence (this includes contravention’s of bye-laws, environmental health/food 
hygiene regulations and road traffic offences and any other conviction of any kind)?  Yes   No   
If Yes please details below (Please note all unspent crimes & offences must be declared): 

Date Court Offence Sentence 
 
 
 
 

   



5 Has any person named in Section 1 
or Section 2 previously held or do 
they currently hold this type of 
licence? 

Yes   No  If Yes Date Licence Granted?  

by which Local Authority?  
Expiry Date: 

Has any person named in Section 1 
or Section 2 ever applied for and 
been refused this type of licence? 

Yes   No  If Yes Date Licence refused?  

by which Local Authority? 
 Trading Details  
6 Name and address of 

trading premises. 
 
Please submit a layout 
plan of the premises 
with your application. 

 

7 Details of types of knives, swords 
or blades to be sold within the 
premises. 
 

 

8 RELATIONSHIP TO COUNCILLOR OR COMHAIRLE OFFICER 
Are you or your partner a relative or partner of a Councillor or Comhairle Officer?  Yes   No  

If yes, please state the name of the 
relation, the position held in the 
Comhairle, and explain the 
relationship? 

 

Please note: A “relation” for the purposes of this document is a spouse, partner, child, sister, brother, parent, or 
parent-in-law of a Member or Officer.  In this context ‘Officer’ shall mean an Officer who is salaried at Assistant 
Director level or above or any officer directly involved in the decision-making process. 

 Declaration where an application is for the grant or renewal of a licence in relation to an activity wholly or 
mainly to be carried on in premises. 

9 I / we declare that I / we shall, for a period of 21 days commencing with the date hereof, display at or near 
the premises so that it can conveniently be read by the public, a notice complying with the requirements 
of Paragraph 2(3) of Schedule 1 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act, 1982.  *Delete as appropriate 
 
Where this declaration is made there must be produced in due course a certificate declaring 
compliance with paragraph 2(2) of Schedule 1 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 

10 I declare that the particulars given by me on this form are correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 
Signature of applicant or 
agent 

 Date  

Agents Address: 
 
 

 Position of 
applicant in 
company / 
partnership, if not 
otherwise stated: 

 

NOTE: Any person who, in connection with the making of this application, makes any statement which he knows to be 
false or recklessly makes any statement which is false in a material particular shall be guilty of an offence and liable on 
summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding level 4 on the standard scale. 
Please ensure you have read the attached 
guidance notes and have: 
• completed every question in block capitals 

and black ink or typescript 
• signed and dated the application 
• arranged for the public notice to be displayed 

at the proposed premises showing the exact 
21 days date (if you are uncertain about this 
date please contact us). 

Completed Applications should be returned along with the 
correct fee to any Comhairle office or posted to 
Consumer and Environmental Services 
Development Department 
Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar 
Stornoway 
Isle of Lewis HS1 2BW 
 
If you have any queries regarding this licence please phone: 
01851 822694 or email to eh@cne-siar.gov.uk 

 

mailto:eh@cne-siar.gov.uk


 
 

 COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR 
CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982 

DISPLAY NOTICE 
 
 

Application 
for the  

(Insert grant or renewal)  

  

of a  (insert type of licence applied for) 
Licence 

 

at 
(insert the address of the premises that the licence is for) 

by 

 

Applicant 
(insert the name & address of the applicant)  

 
I declare that an application as detailed above has been made to Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar.  A copy of the 
application form is lodged with Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar. 
 
Any objection or representation relating to the application should be made to the Director of Development, 
Comhairle Offices, Stornoway, HS1 2BW. 

before 
(insert 28 days from the date the application is lodged with Comhairle Nan 
Eilean Siar) 

 

 
Any objection or representation must be in writing and: 

• must specify the ground of the objection or the nature of the representation, 
• must specify the name and address of the person making it, 
• must be signed by him/her or on his behalf. 
•  

Such a representation shall be considered to have been made within the period referred to if it is delivered by 
hand within that period or posted (by registered or recorded delivery post) so that in the normal course of post 
it might be expected to be delivered within that period. 
 
It should also be noted that where an objection or representation is made to the Comhairle after the date 
referred to but before a final decision is taken on the application, it is competent for the Comhairle to entertain 
if it is satisfied that there is sufficient reason why the objection or representation was not made within the 
period of time stated. 
 
Signed: 
 

 
 

PLEASE PRINT 
NAME: 

 

Position:  Date:  

This site notice must be displayed for the whole of the period of 21 
days at, or near, the premises so that it can be conveniently read by 

the public 
 

 



 
 

 COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR 
CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 
DISPLAY NOTICE 

 
 

I,  
(Insert name of applicant) 

  

Applicant 
for a  

(insert type of licence applied for) 
Licence 

 
hereby certify that the Notice (as per overleaf) has been posted at or near the premises at: 
(insert address of premises 

 

from: 
(insert date application lodged at Comhairle) 

to: 
(insert 21 days date thereafter) 

 
containing such information as is required by paragraph 2(3) of Schedule 1 to the above Act. 
 
Where the said Notice was removed, obscured or defaced during the above mentioned period, I took 
reasonable steps for its protection and replacement as follows:- (give details and circumstances) 

* Please delete if inapplicable 
 
Date:  Signature:  

Please complete this side of the form after the 21 days and return to this office: 

Consumer & Environmental Services, Development Department, 
Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS1 2BW 
Notes: 
The DISPLAY NOTICE and the CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE should be printed back to back. 
 
The DISPLAY NOTICE must be completed and displayed at the premises to which the licence relates. Please note 
that the date on the display notice must be exactly 21 days from the date the application is lodged with the Comhairle. (If 
posting your application please remember the 21 days will not commence until the application has been received at this 
office). 

 
After the 21 days date has passed the CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE (on the reverse of the display notice) requires 
to be completed and returned to the Comhairle.  The dates on this certificate must reflect the date the application is 
lodged and the 21 days thereafter. 
 
Once the 21 days date has passed and both sides of this form have been completed correctly you must ensure 
that you submit the original or a copy to this office. 
 
If you are in any doubt about these dates, please contact the Comhairle for clarification. 
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