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The Balivanich Active Travel Plan (the Plan) identifies targeted actions to support the essential transition to
low carbon transport. The Plan has been informed by a rigorous desktop study, a comprehensive stakeholder
and community engagement exercise, and by existing and emerging active travel guidance. This has meant
that the development of the Plan actions occurred organically, with emerging actions being
continuously shaped and formed over the course of the project through local insights and feedback.

The Plan will act as a framework for supporting people to make healthier, low carbon travel choices. For
some, this will mean supporting a transition to low carbon car travel, whilst for others active travel and
public transport will provide sustainable travel options. The Active Travel Plan identifies a series of actions
to support the essential transition to low carbon transport. These actions are a starting point that will enable
the Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (CnES) and partners to identify funding to develop detailed feasibility and
design of potential options to undertake further community and stakeholder consultation and implement the
actions. All of this subsequent work will be subject to prior approval by Elected Members at appropriate
Committees.

Balivanich Active Travel Plan
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Stakeholder & Community Engagement
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Actions

Safe Route to School for walking, wheeling and cycling between 
residential areas to the east and west of Balivanich Primary School.

Community hub and cycle training circuit to create a focal point in the 
village for the community and visitors that will encourage active travel.

20mph Balivanich to improve safety and create a more attractive 
environment for walking, wheeling and cycling.
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Balivanich Active Travel Plan Overview

Overview OH Strategy Desktop Review Virtual Site Audit Stakeholder Engagement Action Development Actions
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Overview
The Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy (2021-2025) was developed by CnES. The strategy
“presents a vision for high quality places where walking and cycling for everyday journeys to
school, work, or shopping are easy, pleasant and safe”.

The strategy summarises that there are many small communities, such as Balivanich, where
vehicles and through-roads are dominant, and would benefit from placemaking to make it
easier and safer to choose to walk, wheel or cycle, with a particular focus on safe routes to
schools and community hubs.

The vision and objectives for active travel within communities across the Outer Hebrides is
summarised as follows:

• Safe routes to school are established in settlements with schools so local children have the
opportunity to safely walk or cycle to school.

• A holistic approach is taken in settlements with community hubs to ensure there is
appropriate infrastructure to travel safely by foot or bicycle.

• A place-based approach to high quality infrastructure and a review of speed limits make it
easy and safe to choose walking and cycling for everyday journeys within communities.

• Safe active travel routes to access attractions and trip generators within or near
settlements.

Consideration of the Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy (2021-2025) at an early stage was a
fundamental starting point in the development of this Plan.

Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy
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Desktop Review
Introduction
The desktop review has been carried out in a structured and targeted
manner. Select sources of data have been collated and analysed to
produce an evidence base used to inform virtual site audits, stakeholder
engagement, and eventually the final action plan. Data sources reviewed
included, but were not limited to:

This process was crucial in providing local context and an understanding of the
geographic conditions along with the active travel and transport characteristics in
Balivanich.

More details regarding findings from the desktop review can be found in Appendix
A.

Policy and Strategy Review
Policy and strategy documents related to active travel in Balivanich have been
reviewed, including the Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy (2021-2025), the
HITRANS Active Travel Strategy (2018) and the Outer Hebrides Local
Development Plan (2018).

The key headlines are as follows:
• Balivanich is the main settlement on the island of Benbecula. A significant

proportion (just under half) of travel to work or study journeys are within or
around Balivanich/Benbecula (less than 10km). Few of all journeys to work or
study are long distance (above 30km).

• Balivanich is a key gateway which serves wider island needs and connects to the
mainland providing employment infrastructure and access to goods. Balivanich
has a strategic and local function supporting service, administration, housing and
community facilities.

• In Balivanich, the main transport challenges include over-reliance on private cars
and the lack of active travel facilities and infrastructure.

• Trips made by walking fall below the national average.
• Across the Western Isles, transport challenges include design standards not being

appropriate in many geographic contexts, public transport integration and
coverage, information for visitors, and funding challenges for smaller
settlements.
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Local Context and Demographics

Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy (2021-2025)

Outer Hebrides Local Transport Strategy (2020-2030)

Balivanich Strategic Vision (2018)

Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy (2018)

HITRANS Active Travel Strategy (2018)

Outer Hebrides Local Development Plan (2018)

Census Transport Data (2011)

Department for Transport STATS19 Accident Data (2017-2021)

Active Travel, Transport and Geographic Mapping
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Baseline Data Review
Baseline data sources related to active travel in Balivanich have been reviewed to
inform the Plan. This includes pedestrian, cycle and traffic data, Department for
Transport (DfT) STATS19 collision data, and Census 2011 data, such as method of
travel to work or study, distance of travel to work or study and Census Datashine
Commute. The key findings can be found below, with more information provided in
Appendix A.

Census Data
Census data was gathered for the island of Benbecula, as data was not available for
Balivanich specifically due to data granularity. The key headlines are as follows:
• Walking accounts for 11% of all travel to work or study trips in Benbecula,

which falls below the national average of 18%.
• Cycling mode share is 1% which is the same as the regional and national

average.
• Private car journeys (driving and passenger) account for 57% of all travel to

work or study trips on Benbecula.
• Travel by bus, minibus or coach accounts for around 12% of all work and study

trips.
• 57% of all trips below 2km in Benbecula are undertaken by private car.

Collision Statistics
STATS19 pedestrian and cycle accident statistics available for the previous five
complete years (2017-2021) recorded by the DfT were reviewed using the
Crashmap online mapping tool.

The following conclusions can be drawn from this analysis:
• There were three incidents recorded on Benbecula, two slight and one serious.
• The two slight incidents involved cars and the serious incident involved a

motorcycle.

Walking Cycling Public Transport Can/Van Work from Home Other

Benbecula 11% 1% 12% 57% 17% 2%

CnES 9% 1% 17% 55% 15% 4%

Scotland 18% 1% 17% 50% 11% 2%

Desktop Review
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Virtual Site Audits
Methodology
Site audits were conducted using digital methods. The initial virtual site
audit built on the knowledge and understanding of the town developed
during the desktop review stage. The stakeholder virtual site audit then
confirmed what was learnt during the initial virtual site audit.

An initial virtual site audit of Balivanich was conducted using Google
Streetview and various mapping sources, namely Google MyMaps and Open
Street Map. A systematic approach was taken during the session, which was
informed by the desktop review stage. Furthermore, areas which required
additional investigation were noted to be discussed in more detail with those
with local knowledge during the follow up stakeholder virtual site audit.

The initial project team audit was followed by a stakeholder virtual site
audit. This was hosted using Microsoft Teams where a selected number of
key stakeholders were invited to join, including CnES’s Access Officer and
Roads Engineer, who are each responsible for the Balivanich area. Each
individual was invited to take control of the screen to “walk through” areas
using Google Streetview and highlight key issues or opportunities. This
session was recorded, allowing for the discussion to be revisited and viewed
by the wider project team.

1

Initial Site Audit

•Included the project team
•Balivanich walkabout using 
Google Maps

•Reviewed existing active travel 
infrastructure and key trip 
attractors

•Identification of key areas for 
further investigation

Stakeholder Site 
Audit

•Included the project team and 
key stakeholders for 
Balivanich

•Explored the key areas 
identified in the internal site 
audit

•Exploration of additional 
opportunities using local 
knowledge 
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Internal Virtual Site Audit
The high-level observations made during the internal virtual site audit for
Balivanich were as follows:

• The wide verge along B892 through village is conducive to a shared
footway/cycleway.

• Clobhsa Tindill near to community hall could be used as a linkage for active
travel users.

• East Camp is a trip attractor in the area yet active travel access to the site is
limited.

• There are many services within the village, yet they are not well connected
for walking, wheeling and cycling.

• The airport is a main employer/trip attractor in the area and improved active
travel connections to this location would be favourable.

The internal virtual site audit provided the Arup project team with an
understanding of key areas throughout Balivanich, along with active travel
issues and opportunities. The key themes identified above were investigated
further during the stakeholder virtual site audit discussion.

Overview OH Strategy Desktop Review Virtual Site Audit Stakeholder Engagement Action Development Actions
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External Virtual Site Audit
Topics of discussion during the external virtual site audit included the following:

• The opportunity to revisit an off-road link to the primary school.
• Charlie’s Bistro is popular with locals and younger members of the

community are employed there, so safe active travel connections to the
restaurant would reduce vehicle trips.

• The play park on Winfield Way is popular with families yet many people drive
to use it.

• Many Ministry of Defence buildings are being demolished or repurposed, this
presents an opportunity to improve placemaking in the area.

• The eastern approach to the village sees high vehicle speeds.

The external virtual site audit provided an opportunity to supplement the desktop
review and initial virtual site audit findings with local knowledge from select
individuals who have a strong understanding of the characteristics and local
issues within Balivanich.

Overview OH Strategy Desktop Review Virtual Site Audit Stakeholder Engagement Action Development Actions
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Stakeholder & Community Engagement
Methodology
Stakeholder and community engagement was carried out through the external
virtual site audit, an online community engagement survey and one-to-one
conversations with key stakeholders. These engagement techniques covered a
number of topics, predominantly around placemaking with a particular focus on
transport and active travel in Balivanich.

The stakeholders and community groups to be engaged with were agreed with
HITRANS and CnES at the start of the project. The groups and individuals
engaged with include the following:

• Benbecula Airport
• Storas Uibhist
• CnES Roads Engineers
• CnES Environment Officer (Access and Biodiversity)
• CnES Regeneration Officer

In addition to these groups and individuals, the general public were engaged with
through the community survey.

Digital methods were used to engage with stakeholders, and a degree
of flexibility in the method of contribution was taken to ensure all stakeholders
could easily input into the project.

Tools utilised to gather contributions included the use of Google MyMaps to
collect stakeholder comments, Microsoft Teams to host online meetings and
workshops, Microsoft Forms to gather survey responses and finally stakeholders
were able to contribute by telephone and written responses if preferred. More
details on stakeholder engagement findings can be found in Appendix B.

1

Overview OH Strategy Desktop Review Virtual Site Audit Stakeholder Engagement Action Development Actions 10



Community Engagement Survey
A community survey was developed and shared with residents through
CnES, local community groups and online platforms. The survey was live
for 6 weeks from September to October 2022 and aimed to gather
information on how the community currently travel for everyday trips,
barriers to travelling actively, and improvements the community would
like to see.

The survey was shared through CnES, local community groups / clubs,
online platforms and the local newsletter.

The key headlines were as follows:
• There were a total of 13 responses related to Balivanich

(approximately 3% of the Balivanich population).
• Of those 13 responses, 8 respondents identified themselves as a parent

or guardian of someone under 18 years old. 5 respondents identified
themselves as a resident (not a parent/guardian and not under 18).

• Trips to school are predominantly made by driving or being driven. A
couple of trips are also made via bus/coach and cycle. Given the
choice, the majority of car users would prefer that they or their
children travel to school by bus/coach and by walking/wheeling.

• More potential for modal shift was identified in those that answered as
a parent/guardian than as a resident.

• Main barriers to active travel are speeding vehicles, busy road,
convenience of other modes of travel and poor lighting.

Overview OH Strategy Desktop Review Virtual Site Audit Stakeholder Engagement Action Development Actions
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Community Engagement Survey
Key headlines (continued):
• The majority of respondents indicated that car 

(either driving or as a passenger) is how they usually 
travel for everyday trips.

• The main destinations identified locally are shops 
and places of work.

• Safer walking, wheeling and cycling routes, cycling-
friendly streets and better lighting were the top 3 
identified solutions to encourage people to walk, 
wheel and/or cycle more.

• Routes to shops, routes to workplace and routes to 
school were identified as the top 3 places where 
people would like to see walking, wheeling and 
cycling improvements.

• When asked of their thoughts on the improvements 
introduced as part of the Balivanich Regeneration 
Project in 2020, 8 respondents answered ‘fair’, 4 
respondents thought ‘poor/very poor’ and 2 
respondents though ‘good/very good’.
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One-to-One Conversations
The community survey was supplemented by targeted one-to-one conversations
with key stakeholders in Balivanich. These conversations were carried out through
Microsoft Teams and telephone calls.

One-to-one conversations for Balivanich were undertaken with the following
organisations:
• Benbecula Airport
• Storas Uibhist
• CnES Environment Officer (Access and Biodiversity)
• CnES Regeneration Officer

These conversations included discussion around the following areas:
• Key facilities, services, and trip attractors
• Main barriers and opportunities to walking, wheeling, and cycling
• Types of active travel improvements

There were a number of topic areas discussed, including physical constraints, land
ownership issues and safety caused by high vehicle speeds. The key headlines
were as follows:
• Key facilities include McLennans Hub (which is the main centre of

Balivanich), Benbecula Airport, Balivanich Primary School, Uist and Barra
Hospital and visitor attractions such as the Stepping Stone restaurant.

• There are multiple key land uses including Benbecula Airport and key
businesses/ future development along the airport access road. This access road
is also a quieter alternative to the B892 for accessing the community riding
school.

• The beach by the airport is currently used for dog walking and was identified as
a significant opportunity for placemaking, however the main entry point to the
beach is currently inaccessible for wheelchair users. Improvements have been
proposed here previously, therefore there may be an opportunity to revisit.

• A small off-road link was previously proposed to Balivanich Primary School,
this was objected in 2013 by the adjacent landowner. There may however be
the potential to revisit this proposal as off-road alternative to the B893.
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Action Development
Methodology
Following the desktop review, site audits, and stakeholder engagement; the action
development stage of informing the Plan was undertaken.

The action development and refinement stage has been a collaborative process with
HITRANS, CnES and local stakeholders. It takes account of the information
gathered throughout the project stages to ensure the actions proposed are not only
functional, but desirable by those who will benefit from their use.

Easy wins have been identified from the actions. These are actions that can have a
high impact in the area and can be delivered at a relatively low cost within a short
timeframe. These actions can generate initial momentum for more active travel trips
across Balivanich, while longer term actions are implemented to compliment and
expand on these actions.

The preliminary / concept nature of the proposals and the information provided is
intended to help inform further stages of scheme development. While no detailed
design work has been carried out under this commission, a number of
recommendations for future strategic active travel improvements have been made.
These recommendations have been informed by the desktop and baseline data
gathering exercise, virtual site visits, stakeholder and community comments, and the
Cycling by Design 2021 guidance. However, recommendations have not
incorporated a detailed assessment of information such as topographical surveys,
public utilities, land ownership, and planning / environmental constraints.
Contemporary information on these and other issues should be collected, analysed,

and recorded as part of the next phase of the design process to inform the details of
future active travel improvements.

High level cost estimates have been calculated for each of the proposals. These are
subject to further investigation and should therefore only be treated as indicative.

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs) have been a
fundamental consideration throughout the Plan and have supported the development
of the actions. The benefits of each action in relation to the UN SDGs can be found
within the action descriptions.

1

Action Development

STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT

VIRTUAL 
SITE AUDITS

DESKTOP 
REVIEW
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Alignment with the UN Sustainable Development Goals
As an indication of how the Plan actions align with a
commitment to positive social, economic and
environmental outcomes, the SDG symbols opposite
have been used to indicate where there is a link to the
proposed action.

This page provides a summary of how 10 of the 17
SDGs are connected to active and sustainable travel.

Improving local transport networks can improve access to education and
employment opportunities, helping to reduce unemployment and
deprivation, as well as promoting lifelong learning.

By supporting the uptake of active modes of transport we can reduce
air pollution in the local area, as well as reducing the risk of
developing a range of cardiopulmonary health conditions.

In developing connected and safe active travel networks, we can
support the needs of a range of societal groups with different
preferences, concerns and priorities when it comes to making transport
decisions.

Making improvements to the public realm – such as placemaking –
alongside investments in active travel infrastructure can support town
centres, vibrant places, and developing a sense of place and community.

Through investing in active travel we seek to reduce the reliance on the
private car for short trips, and encourage multi-modal journeys to and
from public transport stops. Promoting a mode shift reduces carbon
emissions, and the contribution of the transport sector to climate change.

2

Overview OH Strategy Desktop Review Virtual Site Audit Stakeholder Engagement Action Development Actions

Action Development

15



© Maxar Microsoft, Esri

Overview OH Strategy Desktop Review Virtual Site Audit Stakeholder Engagement Action Development Actions

3

Action Development

16

1- Cycle-Friendly Street

2- B892 Speed Limit Reductions
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6- Cycle-Friendly Route

7- 20mph Balivanich



*Typical Costs for Cycling Interventions (https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/typical-costings-for-ambitious-cycling-schemes.pdf)
**Indicative costs based on 2017 rates outlined in the above document - subject to inflation
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Action Route / Measure Section Description
Extent 
(km or 
unit)

Approx. 
Cost *

Easy 
win?

1
Cycle-friendly street 
along Benbecula
Airport access road

B892 to Uist Community 
Riding School

Cycle-friendly street with improvements such as signage and cycle road 
markings. 1.2 £14,000 -

£29,000 Y

2
Speed limit reductions 
along B892 
approaching Balivanich

B892 northern and southern 
approaches to Balivanich

Speed limit reductions along B892 to reduce vehicle speeds on approach to 
Balivanich and improve perceived and actual safety. 1.2 £14,000 -

£29,000 Y

3 Safe Route to School B892/ Tindill Road to 
Johnson Road

Cycle-friendly street along Tindill Road, Clobhsa Tindill and Winfield Close 
and an off-road active travel route connecting to Balivanich Primary School 
and Johnson Road.

1.1 £165,000 -
£220,000 N

4 Community hub and 
cycle training circuit

Existing community garden 
adajcent to Tindill Road

Community hub and cycle training circuit with cycle parking, high quality 
public realm, seating, placemaking and a small cycle repair stand. 1 £250,000 -

£500,000 N

5 Placemaking and access 
to beach by the airport

Benbecula airport access 
road and informal path to 
access the beach

Upgrades to existing informal path and placemaking such as seating and cycle 
parking. 0.2 £30,000  -

£40,000 Y

6
Cycle-friendly route 
through Aird to Cula
Bay

Access road through Aird
to Cula Bay

Cycle-friendly route with improvements such as signage and carriageway 
lining. The provision of new lighting may also be required. 0.9 £10,000 -

£22,000 Y

7 20mph Balivanich Balivanich (all) 20mph speed limit across the village to improve safety and create an 
attractive environment for walking, wheeling and cycling. 1 £12,000 -

£24,000 Y

Action Development
The table below corelates the actions noted within the map and described from page 18 onwards.
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Action 1 – Airport access road, Cycle-Friendly Street

Actions

1

The Benbecula Airport access road has the potential to become an alternative active travel route to the
B892. The road is currently a two-way carriageway between the B892 and the airport. Further to the east,
the road becomes single track with limited street lighting. This road is currently owned by the airport.

It is proposed that this road becomes a Cycle-Friendly Street. This will involve minor improvements
such as a speed limit of 20mph, minor carriageway resurfacing, signage prompting drivers to give priority
to cyclists, and cycle road markings. Lighting may be required to the east near the riding school.
Examination of Cycling by Design 2021 suggests that a Cycle-Friendly Street will be suitable due to the
estimated traffic flows along this road.

Currently, there is no crossing facility over the B892 at this junction. A designated crossing point will
assist in the safe movement of people. A review of Cycling by Design 2021 indicates it is likely that a
toucan crossing or parallel crossing would be suitable for this location based on the current speed limit
and estimated traffic volumes. Proposals will be subject to detailed design, involving visibility checks
among other requirements.

This action requires feasibility work and further discussions with Benbecula Airport. Discussions with the
Airport Manager indicated that the airport would, in principle, support active travel improvements along
their access road. This action has been identified as an ‘easy win’ that could be developed at a low cost
and a short timescale.

Overview OH Strategy Desktop Review Virtual Site Audit Stakeholder Engagement Action Development Actions
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Action 2 – Speed limit reductions on approaches to Balivanich

Actions

Overview OH Strategy Desktop Review Virtual Site Audit Stakeholder Engagement Action Development Actions
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This action proposes the delivery of reduced speed limits on approaches to Balivanich to compliment and allow
for a 20mph speed reduction across the village centre as outlined in Action 7.

The Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy outlines that a review of speed limits should be undertaken within
communities across the islands to improve walking, wheeling and cycling conditions within the most populated
locations.

Currently, there is a 30mph speed limit through Balivanich, with a 40mph speed limit buffer on the northern
approach and a staggered 30mph limit on the southern approach of the B892. Discussions with key stakeholders
indicated that high vehicle speeds through Balivanich create an unattractive active travel environment.

On the northern approach to the village, it is proposed that a 30mph speed limit is introduced just east of the 
riding school and the current 30mph signage to the east of MacGillivrays Gift Shop be changed to 20mph. On 
the southern approach, it is proposed that a staggered 30mph limit is introduced prior to the turnoff to Aird and 
that the last of the existing 30mph signage south of Atlantic Avenue is changed to a 20mph limit. The speed 
limit reduction on this southern approach may encourage active travel to Cula Bay as outlined in Action 5.

This action has been identified as an ‘easy win’ that could be delivered at a low cost and a small timescale. This
action could also be supplemented with traffic calming measures such as small build-outs.

©Jaggery



Action 3 – Safe Route to School

Actions

Safe Routes to School are vital to ensure school pupils have a route they can feel safe and confident travelling
to school on by active modes. Despite Balivanich Primary School being centrally positioned within the
village, the main access is from the B892 which is the main road through Balivanich. The B892 is a single
carriageway with a 30 mph speed limit and has a number of junctions for active travel users to negotiate.

It is proposed that a safe route to school route be provided on residential streets Tindill Road, Clobhsa
Tindill, Winfield Close, a new off-road link to the school, Tuzo Close, and finally linking into the new
residential development. Examination of Cycling By Design 2021 guidance suggests that a cycle-friendly
street along the above residential streets, combined with an off-road active travel route with signage where
appropriate will be most suitable at this location.

Stakeholder and community engagement indicated that an active travel route would be desirable at this
location. The community engagement survey also identified routes to school as one of the main walking,
wheeling and cycling improvements the community would like to see. This route will provide a dedicated
active travel facility for those travelling between the school residential areas. The route will encourage
walking, wheeling and cycling trips to be made to school and for other trip purposes across Balivanich.

This proposal will be subject to further engagement and feasibility, including concept design work being
undertaken.
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Action 4 – Community Hub and Cycle Training Circuit

Actions
The Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy emphasises the importance of placemaking and the delivery of small
community hubs within settlements across the islands.

The community engagement survey results for Balivanich suggest that the delivery of better/more cycle
parking/storage facilities and placemaking within Balivanich would be welcomed. In addition, conversations with
key stakeholders indicated that creating an attractive environment to walk, wheel and cycle would benefit the local
community and improve the visitor experience simultaneously.

This action proposes the delivery of high quality public realm and a community hub utilising the land at the
Communal Garden adjacent to the B892/ Tindill Road junction, which is currently unkept and unused by the
community. This may include cycle parking, a small cycle repair stand, seating/rest areas, placemaking and
information boards. There is also scope to include a cycle skills circuit or pump track (see right) at the existing
hard standing area, which is currently used as an informal car park.

The community hub will provide an attractive space for community members and visitors, including cyclists from
the Hebridean Way, to enjoy. The circuit or pump track will provide cycle training opportunities and a safe
exercise area for school children and all residents, encouraging the whole community to take up and enjoy active
travel, thus influencing behaviours in the longer term.

This action will require engagement with key stakeholders, such as local businesses and community groups.
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Action 5 – Beach by the Airport, Placemaking and Access Improvements

Actions
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The Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy outlines that placemaking and access for
all should be key considerations when delivering walking, wheeling and cycling
improvements across the islands.

The beach located adjacent to Benbecula Airport has been identified as a popular
location among local residents for local walks, dog walking and as a viewpoint due to
the outstanding scenery.

Whilst this location is popular among locals, stakeholder engagement identified an
opportunity to improve this environment for visitors, in particular those passing
through via the airport and the Hebridean Way. The entry point to the beach is also not
currently accessible for wheelchair users.

This action therefore proposes placemaking and access improvements at this
location. This includes the introduction of cycle parking / storage, seating / rest areas,
public art and wayfinding / notice boards.

This action has been identified as an ‘easy win’ that could be delivered at a low cost in
a short timescale.
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Action 6 – Cula Bay, Cycle-Friendly Route

Actions

Cula Bay is a scenic beach located to the south-west of Balivanich passing through Aird.
Stakeholder engagement indicated that this beach is currently popular among both local
residents and visitors, however the vast majority of users currently travel by private car to this
destination.

The Cula Bay access road currently connects to the B892 to the south of Balivanich. The road
is currently a single carriageway with passing places and no street lighting.

It is proposed that this road becomes a Cycle-Friendly Route. This will involve minor
improvements such as enforcing a speed limit of 20mph, minor carriageway resurfacing,
signage prompting drivers to give priority to cyclists, and cycle road markings. It is
recommended that lighting improvements be considered along this stretch, however measures
should be considered to reduce light pollution, such as motion sensors.

Currently, there is an area of seating before entering the beach. This could be supplemented
by cycle parking / storage which would improve attractiveness and usability of the space.

This action has been identified as an ‘easy win’ that could be developed at a low cost and a
short timescale.
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Action 7 – 20mph Balivanich

Actions

This action proposes the delivery of a 20mph zone throughout Balivanich. This will
include a 20mph speed limit on all main roads, including local distributor roads, access
roads and residential streets.

The Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy outlines that a review of speed limits should
be undertaken within communities across the islands to improve walking, wheeling and
cycling conditions within the most populated locations.

Currently, there is a 30mph speed limit through Balivanich, with a 40mph limit on both
northern and southern approaches on the B892. Discussions with key stakeholders
indicated that high vehicle speeds through Balivanich create an unattractive active
travel environment.

It is considered that a consistent 20mph speed limit across Balivanich will significantly
improve perceived and actual safety for active travel users and encourage an increase in
walking, wheeling and cycling across local residents, workers and visitors to the area.

This action has been identified as an ‘easy win’ that could be delivered at a low cost
and a small timescale.
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Summary
Summary and Conclusion
The proposals identified throughout the Balivanich Active Travel Plan
were informed by a structured desktop review exercise, virtual site audits,
and stakeholder and community engagement.

The key highlights of the Plan are as follows:

• Safe route to school from the east and the west of the village to
Balivanich Primary School, which will encourage more school children
to walk, wheel and cycle to school whilst also connecting key land uses.

• Community hub and cycle training circuit at the existing community
garden which is currently unkept and unused, to provide a public space,
exercise area and focal point for the community and visitors to benefit
from.

• 20mph Balivanich will improve perceived and actual safety for active
travel users across Balivanich and deliver positive social, economic and
environmental outcomes.

Delivery of these actions will bring a wide range of positive impacts for
the local area. The actions identified throughout this Plan will also be
utilised to inform the planning and delivery of sustainable active transport
infrastructure in the village.
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1. Introduction

Arup have been appointed by HITRANS, in 
collaboration with Comhraile nan Eilean Siar
(CnES), to undertake an active travel plan for 
Balivanich, located on the island of Benbecula 
in the Outer Hebrides of Scotland.

This document provides an overview of the 
desktop review findings.

Population Employment locations Medical facilities Education facilities Other features
510 • Benbecula Airport

• Uist Hardware
• MacLennans Supermarket
• Macgillvrays Gift Shop
• Fraser Architecture
• Uist and Barra Hospital
• Hotels, Guest Houses, B&Bs
• Westside Motors
• The Stepping Stone / Chinese Takeaway
• Council offices
• Bank of Scotland
• Uist Community Riding School

• Uist and Barra Hospital • Balivanich Primary School • Balivanich Community Hall
• Uist & Barra Foodbank
• Tagsa Uibhist



2. Policy and Strategy Review
Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy (2021-2025)
An Active Travel Strategy was developed by CnES for the Outer Hebrides, which outlines a vision for active travel across the
Islands.

The strategy summarises that there are many small communities where vehicles and through-roads are dominant, and would
benefit from placemaking to make it easier and safer to choose to walk, wheel or cycle, with a particular focus on safe routes to
schools and community hubs.

Active travel objectives (within communities):
• Safe routes to school are established in settlements with schools so local children have the opportunity to safely walk or cycle

to school.
• A holistic approach is taken in settlements with community hubs to ensure there is appropriate infrastructure to travel safely

by foot or bicycle.
• A place-based approach to high quality infrastructure and a review of speed limits make it easy and safe to choose walking

and cycling for everyday journeys within communities.
• Safe active travel routes to access attractions and trip generators within or near settlements.

Key points (Balivanich):
• Schools across the Outer Hebrides have cycling-friendly accreditation, however this does not include Balivanich Primary

School.
• The compact nature of Balivanich means that active travel could easily be the first choice for everyday journeys.



2. Policy and Strategy Review
Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy (2018)
An Active Travel Strategy was developed by Arup on behalf of HITRANS and 
CnES for the Outer Hebrides in 2018 as part of the Scottish Government’s 
Smarter Choices Smarter Places programme. The strategy outlines proposals for 
active travel improvements across the Outer Hebrides alongside an action plan.

Strategy Aim- to encourage more people who live in the Outer Hebrides to walk 
and cycle, by:
• developing proposals for high quality strategic infrastructure investment.
• helping develop welcoming and understanding attitudes from all transport 

users.
• helping local communities support active travel.

The strategy outlines Balivanich as the key population centre of Benbecula. In 
Balivanich, most travel to work journeys are less than 10-20km or working from 
home (with relatively few long distance journeys).

Objective(s) (Benbecula):
• Reduce vehicle speeds (targeted speed reductions B892 Balivanich to 

Linaclate)

There are no active travel specific objectives.

Ref Theme Description Relevance Timescale Delivered 
By

BB1 Safety Implement speed 
reduction 
measures for 
vehicles along 
B892 and the Uist
island chain more 
generally.

Work 
School
Leisure

Short CnES



2. Policy and Strategy Review
Outer Hebrides Local Transport Strategy (2020-2030)
LTS Ambition: “Our ambition for the transport network of the Outer Hebrides is that it allows 
people and goods to get where they need to be safely and efficiently in ways that improve people’s 
health and wellbeing and don’t damage the environment”.

Key Issues (active travel):
• Cycling and walking is popular amongst visitors, but conflict can exist between cyclists / walkers 

and other traffic, particularly on narrow single track roads and steep gradients.
• Road safety is a concern in terms of promoting further walking and cycling.
• Covid-19 has seen more people spending time at home walking and cycling in their local area.

Relevant Actions (Benbecula):
• Consider socio-economic and wider economic impacts of establishing PSO on Benbecula –

Glasgow route

There are no active travel specific actions.

LTS Objectives:

1. A Safe Outer Hebrides

2. An active Outer 
Hebrides with embedded 
environmental 
protection

3. Embed Environmental 
Protection and 
decarbonise transport

4. An inclusive Outer 
Hebrides

5. A quality place and 
transport network to aid 
prosperity



2. Policy and Strategy Review
HITRANS Active Travel Strategy (2018)
Eilean Siar (Western Isles)

Active Travel Audits/Masterplans:
Continue the ongoing programme to implement measures identified in the Active Travel Audits/Masterplans.

Challenges (Western Isles):
• Public transport integration and information (including for visitors).
• Small bus operators and small vehicles – more challenging to arrange bike carriage.
• Design standards (required by funders) not appropriate in all situations, including widths and surfacing.
• Challenges with securing funding for links to small settlements.
• Island climate- particularly strong winds.

Opportunities (Western Isles):
• Important to focus on everyday travel to encourage modal shift.
• Infrastructure improvements targeted on safety issues.
• Continue Council’s existing work to improve walking and cycling links to schools.
• Quiet roads and attractive environment for walking and cycling.
• The Hebridean Way (National Cycle Network route 780 (NCN 780)) extends from the Isle of Barra to the Butt 

of Lewis along the length of the Outer Hebrides, and is an on-road cycle route, predominately following the 
main spinal road on the islands. There is also a Hebridean Way for walking, which has been developed by 
Scottish Natura Heritage in partnership with the Comhairle and forms one of Scotland’s Great Trails.



2. Policy and Strategy Review
Outer Hebrides Local Development Plan (Adopted 2018)
Main settlements
These are Tarbert, Lochmaddy, Balivanich, 
Lochboisdale/Daliburgh, Greater Castlebay and 
Greater Stornoway (excluding Stornoway core). 
These settlements are key ports of entry and 
rural service centres which serve wider island 
needs, providing employment infrastructure and 
public transport hubs. They have a strategic and 
local function supporting service, 
administration, housing and community 
facilities. Some have a core where retail activity 
is focused and areas which display urban 
characteristics but these move to more 
dispersed rural characteristics towards the 
edges. 

The map shows that there is one economic 
development proposal (red) and environmental 
improvements (blue).



2. Policy and Strategy Review
Balivanich Strategic Vision 2018 (Travel)

A Strategic Vision was developed by Threesixty Architecture (2018), which
outlines a vision for the future of Balivanich and defines strategies for
achieving that vision. The transport strategies mentioned in the document are
outlined below.

• Coastal Walk: Connect to the Hebridean Way, this large strategy (L6)
focuses on the Hebridean Way cycling route and it’s walking route which
skips the village. It is proposed that a spur route could be created with
connections to attractions within Balvanich and to promote active travel
through the town for visitors.

• Safe Walking Routes: listed as a medium strategy (M2) this follows on
from strategy L6 to create safe walking routes to link parks, housing areas,
school and the commercial area in walking routes from the main road. This
will also provide a safe route for children for school.

• Bridge the main drain: another medium strategy (M4) helps to promote
active travel by creating a link for the westernmost housing areas to the rest
of the town by placing a bridge over a drainage channel. This walk also
allow for a passage to be created and strengthen the possibility of joining
up the parks in a walking loop path.

• Bring the Coaches Back: (M7) of the Balivanich strategic vision, this
aims to revive the tour coach route of the village by providing a new route
through the village as a detour from the current route which bypasses
Balivanich. The new proposed route will target viewing decks, beach
access and other local attractions.

©Threesixty Architecture, Coast Walk 
(2018)

©Threesixty Architecture, new coach 
route (2018)



3. Baseline Data Review

Key headlines:
• Walking accounts for 11% of all travel to work or study trips in Benbecula, which fall under the national average 

of 18%.
• Cycling mode share is 1%, which is the same as the regional and national average.
• There is a limited amount of public transport travel on Benbecula, with public transport only accounting for 

around 12% of all employment and study trips.
• Private car journeys (driving and passenger) account for 57% of all travel to work or study trips on Benbecula.

All people aged 4 
and over studying 
or aged 16 to 74 in 

employment

Work or study 
mainly at or 
from home

Train, 
underground, 

metro, light rail or 
tram

Bus, minibus or 
coach

Driving a car or 
van

Passenger in a 
car or van Bicycle On foot Other

Benbecula 100.0% 17% 0% 12% 46% 11% 1% 11% 2%

Eilean Siar 100.0% 15% 1% 16% 45% 10% 1% 9% 4%

Scotland 100.0% 11% 4% 13% 41% 9% 1% 18% 2%



3. Baseline Data Review
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3. Baseline Data Review

Key headlines:
• 14% of households in Benbecula have no access to a car or van.
• The majority of households (44%) have access to one car/van closely followed by 42% of households which 

have access to 2 or more cars or vans.
• These statistics emphasise the importance of improving active travel links to promote a shift to more sustainable 

modes of transport.

14%

44%
42%
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3. Baseline Data Review

For employment 
purposes, there is a 
significant amount of 
movement north-south, 
to and from South Uist. 
This is presumably due 
to the ferry terminal at 
Lochboisdale which 
connects to the 
mainland. 

There is also 
movement to and from 
Harris and Lewis.

All modes On Foot



3. Baseline Data Review

Accidents in and around Balivanich over the 
previous 5 years (2017-2021) were analysed 
using the Crashmap mapping tool.

Key headlines:
• There were just 3 incidents recorded on 

Benbecula, two slight and one serious.
• The two slight incidents involved cars and 

the serious incident involved a 
motorcycle.

Slight Serious Fatal Total

Number 2 1 0 3

© Crashmap



4. GIS and Mapping Review

There is a network of both 
core paths and wider path 
networks around 
Balivanich.

Core path 22 runs to the 
south east of the village and 
core path 21 can be found 
to the south west.



4. GIS and Mapping Review
The Hebridean Way

The Hebridean way is an on-road 
cycling route which is popular 
with tourists visiting the Outer 
Hebrides.

The route runs from the south of 
the Isle of Barra to the north of the 
Isle of Lewis.

The route passes through 
Balivanich on the B892, passing 
through the entirety of the village.

https://www.visitouterhebrides.co.
uk/hebrideanway/cycling



5. Summary and Conclusions

Summary
This scrapbook provides a summary of the policy and strategy documents, baseline data and mapping sources collated as part of the 
desktop review exercise. The desktop review has been important in providing geographical context and an understanding of 
transport characteristics and active travel conditions in Balivanich.

Conclusions
• Balivanich is the main centre for Benbecula.
• Key destinations include Benbecula Airport, Balivanich Primary School, Uist and Barra Hospital and visitor attractions such as 

the MacGillvrays gift shop.
• Balivanich is located on the Hebridean Way cycling route which passes through the village on the B892. This indicates that 

cyclists are likely to stop in Balivanich whilst travelling, which emphasises the importance of creating a cycling-friendly 
environment.

• The main transport challenges include over-reliance on private cars and the subsequent impact on car parking, lack of active 
travel facilities, public transport integration and the operation of public transport services.

• Walking accounts for 11% of all travel to work or study trips in Benbecula, which fall under the national average of 18%.
• The majority of households (44%) have access to one car/van closely followed by 42% of households which have access to 2 or 

more cars or vans.
• Active travel infrastructure in Balivanich is currently limited to narrow footways and informal paths, there are some stretches of 

light segregation along the B892.
• The Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy (2021-2025) states that the type of active travel actions that should be considered for 

this size of settlement include placemaking, safe routes to school and community hubs.
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Introduction

Stakeholder engagement informing the 

Balivanich Active Travel Plan took place 

between September and October 2022. This 

included the following key activities:

• Community Engagement Survey

• One-to-one conversations with key 

stakeholders

This note provides a summary of the key 

findings from each of these activities, which 

have been used to inform the actions developed 

for the plan.

Stakeholder Engagement

Community 
Survey One-to-One 

Conversations



Community Engagement Survey



Summary
The community survey was live between September 2022 and October 2022 and gathered information on topic areas such as 

people’s current mode of travel for everyday trips and trips to school, how they would prefer to travel for everyday trips/to school, 

barriers to travelling actively and improvements they would like to see.

The key headlines were as follows:

• Total of 13 responses

• Of those 13 responses, 8 respondents identified themselves as a parent of guardian of someone under 18 years old. 5 respondents 

identified themselves as a resident (not a parent/guardian and not under 18).

• Trips to school are predominantly made by driving or being driven. A couple of trips are also made via bus/coach and cycle. 

Given the choice, the majority of car users would prefer that they or their children travel to school by bus/coach and by 

walking/wheeling.

• More potential for modal shift was identified in those that answered as a parent/guardian than as a resident.

• Main barriers to active travel are speeding vehicles, busy road, convenience of other modes of travel and poor lighting.

• The majority of respondents indicated that car (either driving or as a passenger) is how they usually travel for everyday trips.

• The main destinations identified locally are shops and places of work.

• Safer walking, wheeling and cycling routes, cycling-friendly streets and better lighting were the top 3 identified solutions to 

encourage people to walk, wheel and/or cycle more.

• Routes to shops, routes to workplace and routes to school were identified as the top 3 places where people would like to see 

walking, wheeling and cycling improvements.

• When asked of their thoughts on the improvements introduced as part of the Balivanich Regeneration Project in 2020, 8 

respondents answered ‘fair’, 4 respondents thought ‘poor/very poor’ and 2 respondents though ‘good/very good’.



As a resident of Balivanich, we are interested to 

know if you are under 18 years old or are a 

parent/guardian of someone under 18

62% (8) of respondents identified themselves as a parent 

or guardian of someone under 18 years old. 38% (5) of 

respondents identified themselves as a resident.

No respondents were under the age of 18.

The next 4 questions will detail responses made by 

parents/guardians on the schools their children attend, 

current method of travel to schools and preferred method 

of travel.

62%

38%

Respondent status

Parent/Guardian Resident



What school(s) do you, or your children go 

to?

4 parents/guardians indicated that 

their children attend Balivanich 

Primary School. 

This was followed by 3 respondents 

indicating their children go to both 

Liniclate School and Balivanich 

Primary School and 1 going to just 

Liniclate.

0

1

2

3

4

5

Balivanich Liniclate Both

Schools attended



How do you, or your children, usually 

travel to school?

3 respondents answered that 

they currently get driven to 

school. This was followed by 

2 answering by bus/coach, 2 

answering that they drive 

their own car and 1 answering 

that they cycle to school.

No respondents selected 

walk/wheel, car sharing, taxi 

or ferry.

0

1

2

3

4

Cycle Bus/ coach Car driver (own car/ over 17 years old) Driven in a car by parents

How do you, or your children usually travel to school?



What is your main reason for choosing that 

mode to travel to school?

2 parents/guardians indicated that their main 

reason for choosing their current mode of 

travel to school was due to it being the 

‘quickest’. Both of them currently travel by 

car.

Other responses include ‘less stressful’ and 

‘lack of alternatives’ which also relate to 

travelling by car.

The respondents that answered ‘cheapest’  

and ‘environmentally friendly’ refer to 

bus/coach travel.

The respondent that answered ‘enjoyable’ 

refer to cycling.
0

1

2

3

Cheapest Enjoyable Environmentally

friendly

Lack of

alternatives

Less stressful Quickest Other

What is your main reason for choosing that mode to travel to 

school?



How would you prefer to travel to school?

3 parents/guardians indicated that they would prefer 

themselves or their children to travel to school by 

cycling.

This was followed by preferring to travel by bus/coach 

and by walking/wheeling.

1 respondents indicated that they would prefer to travel to 

school by driving their own car.

Of the 5 parents/guardians that answered previously that 

they currently drive or get driven to school, 1 indicated 

their preferred mode for themselves or their children 

would by cycling, 2 indicated preferred mode would be 

walking/wheeling and 1 by bus/coach.

The following questions were answered by all 

respondents to the survey (parents/guardians and 

residents) on their travel for everyday trips, barriers to 

travelling and improvements they would like to see.

0

1

2

3

4

Walk/ Wheel (for example

scooting or use of a

wheelchair)

Cycle Bus/ coach Car driver (own car/ over 17

years old)

How would you prefer to travel to school?



How do you usually travel for everyday 

trips?

The majority of respondents (11) answered 

that they usually travel by car (driving) for 

their everyday trips.

This was followed by 1 respondents 

answering walking/wheeling and 1 by being 

passenger in a car.

There were no responses for car sharing, 

cycling, bus/coach, motorcycle, taxi or ferry.

0
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6
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12

Walk/ Wheel (for example scooting

or use of a wheelchair)

Car (driver) Car passenger (passenger)

How do you usually travel for everyday trips?



What is your main reason for choosing that 

mode of travel for everyday trips?

7 respondents answered that their current 

mode of travel is favoured because it is the 

‘quickest’. The majority of these respondents 

currently travel by car.

3 respondents answered that there is a ‘lack of 

alternatives’.

The respondent that answered ‘health/fitness’ 

currently walks/wheels for everyday trips.

The respondent that answered ‘less stressful’ 

currently drives for everyday trips.0
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Health/ fitness Lack of alternatives Less stressful Quickest Other

What is your main reason for choosing that mode of travel for 

everyday trips? 



How would you prefer to travel for 

everyday trips?

7 respondents answered that they would prefer 

to travel for everyday trips by driving. 6 of 

those respondents identified previously that 

they currently already travel by car for 

everyday trips.

4 respondents identified that they would 

prefer to travel by cycling. All four of these 

respondents currently travel by car for 

everyday trips.

Both respondents that answered either 

walk/wheel or bus/coach currently already use 

these modes to travel locally.0
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Walk/ Wheel (for example

scooting or use of a

wheelchair)

Cycle Bus/ coach Car driver

How would you prefer to travel for everyday trips?



What do you consider to be your main 

destinations locally?

Respondents identified 

that their main local 

destinations are shops 

(13) and places of work 

(11).
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Benbecula Freedive and

Fitness)

Parks, green spaces and

the sea

What do you consider your main destinations locally?



What are the main barriers to you walking, 

wheeling and cycling?

The most frequently 

identified barriers for 

travelling actively are:

• speeding vehicles

• busy roads

• convenience for 

other modes of 

travel

• poor lighting

• lack of existing 

active travel
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What are the main barriers to you walking, wheeling and cycling?



What would encourage you to walk, wheel 

and/or cycle more?

The most frequently 

selected answers were:

• Safer walking, 

wheeling and 

cycling routes

• Cycling-friendly 

streets

• Better lighting

• Local initiatives
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What would encourage you to walk, wheel and/or cycle more?



Where would you like to see walking, 

wheeling and cycling improvements?

The most frequently 

selected answers were:

• Routes to shops

• Routes to 

workplaces

• Routes to schools
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Where would you like to walking, wheeling and cycling improvements?



Please state any other active travel 

improvements you would like to see?

Responses included:

• Specific areas you can go to & walk/ cycle that is safe.  More exciting options for children i.e. bike tracks (behind Balivanich

hall on waste ground)

• Speed reduction to 30 mph from Aird

• More safe routes to cycle

• Airport lighting

• Lights on at night for evening walking, it's dangerous otherwise

• A walking and cycle path would be great 

• Single track roads to Liniclate are unsafe especially as there is no lighting, no pavement and the majority of it is a 60 mph speed 

limit.  A dedicated cycle lane, lighting and pavements would make this a much safer route to walk or cycle

• Cycle path to the school away from the main road

• Nunton is a mile from Balivanich so is within active travel distance but there is a section of road that is single track and has no 

verge so it is unsafe to walk. The pavement to Aird is narrow and it is difficult for two people to walk side by side/ or pass each 

other without somebody having to walk on the road



What did you think of the improvements 

introduced as part of the Balivanich 

Regeneration Project in 2020?
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Very good Good Fair Poor Very poor

Thoughts on improvements made in 2020 

Over half of all respondents 

thought that improvements 

previously made in 2020 were 

‘fair’.

4 respondents thought that they 

were ‘poor/very poor’ and 2 

respondents thought that they 

were ‘good/very good’.



Please state the reason for your response to 

the previous question ( relating to the 

Balivanich Regeneration Project in 2020)
Responses included:

• The improvements on the Balivanich regeneration plan were not talked through with the community it seems a case of what 

they could do they did not what was required.  The yellow lines placed outside a shop in Balivanich are dangerous, I am unsure 

what benefits the residence have, there was no improvements for the children

• Only 1 individual business benefited from improvements.  Use of car park blocked off, ground is unused. Car not reducing 

speed as they are coming into Balivanich.  New pedestrian crossing unused, children cross road at bus stop to cross the road to 

get onto to bus. Money not given to improve local facilities hall/playpark

• Misjudged ‘barriers’ between road and footpath. Thankfully removed now. New separate walking path to airport is great. Brand 

new street lighting on said path is not illuminated in the dark

• Some improvements are of limited use to island residents

• Need more lighting

• It was good to have the street lighting moved to above the pavement.  However the plastic dividers to separate the path from the

road leading out to East camp has resulted in the path being made narrower

• Not as good as what I thought it would be 

4 respondents indicated that they were not aware of the 2020 improvements / unsure.



One-to-One Conversations



Summary

Organisation Key land uses/movements and attractors Barriers to walking, wheeling and cycling Opportunities to improve walking, cycling and wheeling infrastructure

Storas Uibhist • McLennans Hub- the main centre of 

Balivanich

• The airport and key businesses/ future 

development along airport access road

• Airport beach- used currently for dog 

walking etc

• Water tower- key attractor for locals and 

potential local asset

• West Camp- potentially going to be 

demolished and redeveloped

• Primary school and other key services 

such as healthcare

• Airport beach- poor wheelchair access

• Very little for tourists to do in Balivanich 

specifically

• Lack of safe infrastructure for walking and 

cycling

• B892- fast road and unsafe for active travel. 

Previous infrastructure was unattractive to 

walk on

• Buses- very little awareness of bus routes, 

frequencies etc

• Airport access road- opportunity for walking/cycling route to tie in with airport, key businesses/ 

future development along airport access road and east camp

• Airport beach- placemaking opportunity and potential to improve accessibility for wheelchairs

• Water tower- key attractor for locals and potential local asset, therefore placemaking/ 

improving active travel access opportunity

• Signage to direct people away from busy B892 and towards airport access road for 

walking/cycling (easy win)

• E-bike hire scheme at airport and other key destinations in Balivanich. Opportunity to utilise 

existing e-bike hire providers across the Island (eg Halmore in South Uist)

• Opportunity to promote local buses to encourage increase in uptake. Suggested free bus day 

that could be linked to Christmas light switch on in Lochboisdale. People could arrived in 

Lochboisdale by bus for this event from Balivanich

CnES Regeneration 

Officer

• Primary school which was built around 

2013

• McLennans supermarket

• Residential areas near the school

• School kids cycling on the road

• Travel from residential areas to the school 

currently car dominated

• Footpath along the coastline has been looked 

at however coastal erosion means this is 

unfeasible

• Off-road path between residential area and the school across crofter’s fields was looked at in 

2013, however crofters opposed. Potential to revisit this as part of the active travel plan and 

address concerns

• Proposed footpath adjacent to new zebra crossing which is currently informal

• Existing/proposed footpath from high school (south) through Torlum all the way to Balivanich



Summary

Organisation
Key land uses/movements and 

attractors
Barriers to walking, wheeling and cycling Opportunities to improve walking, cycling and wheeling infrastructure

Benbecula Airport 

Manager

•Airport is a key employer and 

destination- around 50 employees 

and 100 passengers per day

• Airport road is currently well used 

with recent minor improvements, 

including improved wheelchair access 

to the airport

• The café within the airport is also 

well used by passengers and popular 

with local residents

• Hire car concession

• Military base near the airport is 

going to be demolished and re-

purposed, the land use should be 

confirmed within the next month

• B892- very fast road, the temporary 

armadillos used to create a path along this road 

were not successful as cars used to collide with 

them

• Lack of cycle facilities at the airport- people 

currently place their bikes up against the fence

• Mobility impaired concerns were recently 

addressed with the delivery of dropped kerbs 

and tactile paving along key junctions across 

Balivanich

• 30mph speed limit with 20mph restriction 

during school drop off and pick up

• Airport road- the airport would in principle be open to improvements along this road to 

encourage walking, wheeling and cycling

• Cycle parking/storage as part of the airport. The hire car concession have also been looking at 

possibility of incorporating a bike hire scheme

• Improvements to the Hebridean Way where there are loads of cyclists passing through 

Balivanich

• Seating and benches providing access to airport beach- potential for cycle facilities and 

pedestrian and wheelchair access

• Measures to promote walking and cycling, for example a few airport staff have taken up the 

cycle to work scheme

CnES Environment Officer 

(Access and Biodiversity 

Officer)

• Potential viewpoints which could 

be used as placemaking

• Stepping Stone restaurant

• Key land uses such as the school 

and housing blocks scattered 

throughout the village

• Spatial planning- key land uses are spread out 

meaning people are less likely to walk or cycle

• Off-road walking/cycling route to Liniclate High School was proposed with a route defined 

however was dropped due to lack of funds. Peter to provide route plan

• East to west path was also proposed but dropped due to coastal erosion problems raised

• Beach access (north-west of stepping stone restaurant)- proposed notice boards, seating and 

wheelchair access was proposed however landowner indicated it should be used for seaweed 

collection. Potential to revisit

• Proposed small off-road link to the school was dropped in 2013 due to landowner objections. 

Potential to revisit as off-road alternative to the B893
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