
 
Minute of Meeting held in Council Chamber, 
Council Offices, Stornoway on Tuesday 8 March 
2022. 

 
PRESENT Mr Uisdean Robertson (Chair)   
 Mr Iain A. MacNeil Mr Kenneth Macleod 
 Mr Grant Fulton Mr Iain Murdoch Macleod 
 Mr Norman A. Macdonald Mr Ranald Fraser 
 Mr Iain Maclean Macaulay  Mr Angus Morrison 
 Mr John A. MacIver  Mr Roddie Mackay 
 Mr Kenny John Macleod Mr John Mackay 
   
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE Mr Calum Macmillan  Mr Paul Francis Steele 
 Mr Roddy Mackay Mr Paul Anthony Finnegan  
 Mr Norman Macdonald  Mr Angus McCormack 
 Mr Gordon Murray Mr Donald Finlayson Crichton  
   
OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE Mr Calum Iain MacIver Mr Angus Murray 
 Mr Norman Macdonald  Mr Nigel Scott 
 Mr Calum Mackenzie  Ms Mairi Sine Macdonald  
 Mr David Macleod  Mr Peter Worsdale (Audit Scotland) 
 Mr Murdo Macleod   

 
 
 

Prayer  The Meeting was preceded in prayer by Mr John Mackay. 
 

  MINUTES 
 

Minute of Meeting 
of 2 February 2022 
 

1 The Minute of Meeting of 2 February 2022 was approved. 

Minute of Meeting 
of 22 February 
2022 
 

2 The Minute of Meeting of 22 February 2022 was approved. 

Declaration of 
Interest 

3 Mr Uisdean Robertson declared an interest as a relative of the landowners and left the 
meeting during consideration of item 5. 
 

  LAND TRANSFER 
 

  It was agreed that the public, including the press, be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of items 4 and 5 on the grounds that exempt information as defined in 
Paragraph 6 of Schedule 7A to the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 namely: 
information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (other 
than the Comhairle). 
 

Balivanich 
Wastewater 
Pumping Station 
 

4 * The Head of Property and Infrastructure submitted a Report seeking approval to sell the 
land occupied by a wastewater pumping station in Balivanich to Scottish Water.  The 
Report stated that the Comhairle had transferred land in Balivanich to HHP for housing 
and returned an area to Scottish Ministers for croft access.  The remaining area within 
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Comhairle ownership accommodated a Wastewater Pumping Station operated by 
Scottish Water.  The Report indicated that it was proposed that land ownership in this 
area be clarified by completing the sale of land on which the Wastewater Pumping 
Station was located to Scottish Water, along with any relevant rights of access. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle delegate authority to the Chief 
Executive, in consultation with the Head of Property and Infrastructure, to agree terms 
with Scottish Water to enable the transfer of land as detailed in the Appendix to the 
Report. 
 
 

  Mr Uisdean Robertson declared an interest as a relative of the landowners and left the 
meeting during consideration of the following item. 
 

Loch Steisebhat 
 

5 * The Head of Property and Infrastructure submitted a Report regarding a proposal for the 
Comhairle to take ownership of land at the south end of Loch Steisebhat, Leverburgh.  
The Report detailed the current and future liabilities associated with assuming ownership 
of the land highlighted in the Appendix to the Report.  As the Comhairle did not have the 
budget or resource to take ownership of these liabilities and there were other landowner 
and tenant interests in the land and adjacent land that were unknown, it was determined 
that the value of developable land included in the offer was significantly less than the 
liabilities which would be inherited and therefore it should be declined. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle decline the offer to take ownership of 
the land detailed in the Appendix to the Report. 
 

 
  AIR SERVICES 

 
  It was agreed that the public, including the press, be excluded from the meeting during 

consideration of the following item on the grounds that exempt information as defined 
in Paragraphs 6, 8 and 9 of schedule 7A to the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 as 
amended namely;  information relating to the financial or business affairs of any 
particular person (other than the Comhairle) would be disclosed, the amount of any 
expenditure proposed to be incurred by the Comhairle under any particular contract for 
the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services and any terms proposed 
or to be proposed by or to the Comhairle in the course of negotiations for a contract for 
the acquisition or disposal of property or the supply of goods or services. 
 

Inter-Island Air 
Service 
 

 The Head of Municipal Services submitted a Report presenting options to extend the 
Benbecula-Stornoway PSO air service to provide continuation of this service.  The Report 
stated that the current contract had been put in place as a temporary measure during 
the Covid 19 pandemic.  Cognisance had been taken of the low level of demand for the 
service but there had been an expectation that demand would start to improve as the 
restrictions in place due to the Covid 19 pandemic eased.  However, although there had 
been an improvement compared to 2020/21 the Omicron variant had resulted in lower 
passenger bookings than was anticipated for the current year.  Details of annual 
passenger numbers from 2016 to date and load factor percentages provided an 
indication of how many seats were being utilised. 
 
The Report detailed the tendering process for a four-year contract undertaken between 
December 2021 and 28 January 2022 to which only one bid had been received for a one 
year contact period based on four options.  The Committee were asked to consider a 
proposal to agree to a one year contract on the basis of option 2 which was the most 
affordable option and provided a schedule that met the majority of the current demand. 
 
It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committees interests were concerned, that 
the Comhairle agree: 
 



 

 
 

(1) to authorise the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chair 
of Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, the Head of Accountancy and 
Exchequer and the Head of Municipal Services, to negotiate and if possible 
agree a contract with Loganair for continuation of the Benbecula-Stornoway 
PSO air service for the period of one year and on the basis of Option 2 of the 
tender submitted by Loganair on 28 January 2022; 

(2) any additional funding required from the Comhairle to support an extension of 
the contract on the terms noted in paragraph (1) above be secured from the 
balance of any monies provide by Scottish Government to support additional 
costs of the COVID Pandemic and if thereafter necessary from reserves;  and 

(3) the Head of Municipal Services prioritise a review of future funding options for 
full PSO air services locally five days per week and, in consultation with the 
Chief Executive, contribute to any national review of funding and service 
provision for PSO Air Services. 

 
 

  PERFORMANCE MONITORING 
 

Reports 
Outstanding 
 

 The Chief Executive submitted a Report detailing those Reports outstanding from 
decision of the Committee. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report.  
 

 


