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Spaceport 1 Public Information Session 

Summary of Questions & Answers 

The Comhairle held a Public Information Session on 17 November 2021 to provide an overview of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) which was 
carried out on the proposed Spaceport 1 Development. This document details all the questions posed at the session together with a summary of all the 
answers.  Not all the questions were answered on the night.  You can access a recording of the event on the Comhairle’s YouTube channel - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zs8MXKKE3Lg  

All the details about the proposed Spaceport 1 Suborbital Development are contained within the Planning Application and accompanying EIA which you can 
access via  Simple Search (cne-siar.gov.uk) using reference 21/00646/PPD. 

The questions and answers have been grouped by subject matter and, where relevant, the correlating EIA chapter is provided to allow you to look up more 
detail on each topic. 

 

Planning   
Question Answer 
 Has this development had permission? If not, why do you speak 

about 'we will' instead of 'we would'? 
In EIA, the language is important, and we must talk / write in the present tense.  We must 
state what ‘we will’ (not ‘we may’ or ‘we would’) do in terms of developing the project, 
mitigations, and commitments as these will be legal obligations attached to any planning 
consent. 

 Is this a new application rather than an amendment of the original?  
 Is the Council intending to revise the existing application or submit 

a new one?  

This is a new application – the original application has been withdrawn.  All parties who 
contributed to the original application have been notified and advised of the new 
application and availability of the EIA Report, for review and comment 
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 How many objections do CNES need for a planning application to be 
rejected? 
 

The Planning System provides for a structured framework for the assessment of planning 
applications. Section 25 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 states that 
‘the determination of a planning application shall be in accordance with the development 
plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise’. Objections that raise planning 
matters are a material consideration.  It is the weight given to material planning 
considerations, weighed up in a planning balance with all other planning considerations 
that determines whether an application is recommended for approval or refusal, rather 
than the number of objections received.   

 Is submission of the EIA, the start of the 12-week pre-application 
period? 
 

The application is not classed as a major development as defined by ‘The Town and 
Country Planning (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland) Regulations 2009’ and 
therefore the application is not subject to a statutory requirement for pre-application 
consultation with communities.  
 
The Planning Application has now been submitted together with the EIA Report. The 
Planning Authority has advertised receipt of the application and EIA Report in the press. 
All contributions to the Planning Authority are required to be made in writing. 

 How can it be appropriate that the Council considers its own 
planning application?  
 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar is the statutory Planning Authority for the Outer Hebrides. 
Where planning permission is required for ‘development’ within the boundary of any 
local authority, the planning system in Scotland provides that the application and 
determination is made by the statutory Planning Authority for that area.   
 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar as the Planning Authority for the area regularly considers 
applications made to it, by other functions and departments of the Comhairle. E.g., the 
construction of schools, care homes, roads, bridges.  The Planning system provides a 
clear and structured framework for the assessment of planning applications.  
 
The application will be subject to consultation with a range of statutory and other 
consultees and open for public scrutiny for a period of 30 days following advertisement. 
Planning Officers will prepare and publish a report on the assessment and handling of 
the planning application. 
 
The report and its recommendation will go before the Planning Applications Board of 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar and the decision made in the public domain.  
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Environmental Impact    
Question Answer Reference 
 Did you do any surveys for important 

species (SBL) that are not statutory 
requirements? 

Yes, the surveys include Scottish Biodiversity List (SBL) species as part of the 
criteria for determining the importance of an ecological feature.  Many of these 
species are also often protected under other legislation e.g., a number of species 
of bird.  Other species e.g., invertebrates, are assessed in terms of impacts based 
on habitat removal as a proxy. 

Chapter 15: Terrestrial Ecology 
 

 Does the EIA cover everything scoped 
in Atkins Scoping Report? 
 

Yes, where issues are relevant to the current development, however the Atkins 
Scoping Report related to a substantially larger development than that which is 
proposed. To ensure the scope and content of the EIA was appropriate, all 
consultees have been revisited and the scope amended where necessary.  As a 
result of undergoing the EIA process, the EIA Report significantly extends the 
original scope defined in the 2018 Scoping Report across specific areas and topics 
e.g., coverage of the marine environment and consideration of hazardous 
substances. 

Chapter 3: Site Selection & 
Alternatives 
Chapter 5: Consultation 

 How can I obtain detailed information 
on the terrestrial habitat and 
biodiversity surveys? 

Detailed information is included within the EIA which can be accessed via the 
Planning Portal using reference number 21/00646/PPD – Simple Search (cne-
siar.gov.uk). The EIA Report includes technical appendices of all surveys 
undertaken including vegetation surveys and otter surveys. 

Chapter 15: Terrestrial Ecology 
Appendix 15-1: Vegetation Survey 
(Phase 1/NVC) 
 

 How will pollution control measures 
work 

  Could you say how the pollution 
control system will work in the event 
of an explosion on launchpad? 

Several tiers of pollution control measures are in place, from the design of the 
launch vehicle / fuelling infrastructure, containment of small spillages and the 
management of unplanned, accidental and catastrophic events.  
 
The pollution control measures have been designed in line with 
recommendations from independent industrial process engineers and will also 
be subject to a third-party verification process to assess material conveyance.    
 
A separate regulatory system (Space Industry Regulations 2021 or Air Navigation 
Order) will form the regulatory framework for each launch.  The same regulatory 
system will also licence spaceport infrastructure.  Each launch will require a 
‘Ground Safety Analysis’ as part of the licensing requirements. 

Appendix 17.1: Outline Hazardous 
Materials Management Plan 
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 Was a bat survey undertaken? 
 

No. The scope and content of the EIA is initially guided by responses from 
statutory and non-statutory stakeholders, however additional surveys may be 
undertaken if particular proposals suggest the potential for significant effects.   
 
No potentially significant effects were identified relating to bats. 

Chapter 15: Terrestrial Ecology 
 

 Surely there should be no launches 
during the bird breeding season? 
 

It is possible that launches will occur within the bird breeding season.  Two years 
of bird survey data has been gathered to characterise the nature of species using 
the site and the importance of the site as a habitat for each species.  Where 
appropriate, mitigation has been proposed for specific species at risk of 
potentially significant effects (corncrake). 

Chapter 14: Ornithology 
 

 Has a Desmid survey been carried out 
in Loch Scolpaig? 

No.  Impacts on Loch Scolpaig are limited to the construction period and a range 
of standard mitigations are proposed to manage potential sedimentation of the 
loch during the causeway upgrade.  Specialist surveys of this nature would be 
carried out on the advice of statutory consultees, or should a specific impact be 
identified. 

Chapter 15: Terrestrial Ecology 
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 The presentation mentioned sound 
disturbance but no details as to the 
level of sound for each launch has 
been provided. What is the actual 
noise disturbance, worst case, of each 
launch? 

 What will be the impact of noise 
emitted from the spaceport on nesting 
bird colonies and surrounding marine 
life such as cetaceans? 

 The presentation mentioned sound 
disturbance but no details as to the 
level of sound for each launch has 
been provided. What is the actual 
noise disturbance, worst case, of each 
launch and how will this noise 
dissipate over various distance from 
the site, in different weather 
conditions, including the length of 
time the noise will take to dissipate 
and a like for like of what the noise will 
be at each location that can be 
understood by each resident? Will 
details will be given to residents within 
each of the zones of the absolute 
impact from sonic boom etc of each 
launch to each resident noted on the 
map? It is surely only fair that each 
resident understands this in full, not 
just a map / diagram that is 
meaningless to the noise disturbance 
that will be created. 

Both sonic boom and launch noise were modelled for the ‘worst case scenario’ 
launch vehicles (not all vehicles will create a sonic boom). All residential 
receptors fall below significant threshold criteria in the context of EIA; no likely 
significant effects are anticipated.  Details of the modelled noise contours and 
corresponding sound thresholds are provided in the EIA Report.  
 
A small number of launch vehicles may generate sonic boom, however the 
impacts of this will depend on the orientation of the trajectory.  The duration of 
any potential sonic boom generation at a single point is less than one second and 
is assessed as not significant. 
 
With agreement from the statutory consultees, acoustic disturbance (including 
underwater noise) from jettisoned stages has been scoped out of the assessment 
due to the nature of the acoustic noise generated (localised, short duration with 
no continuous, repetitive or impulsive noise) and the limited spatial and 
temporal spread of launch events such that any noise will be temporary and very 
unlikely to repeat in the same area or lead to disturbance effects. 
 
The nearest property is approximately 890 m away from the launch pad and the 
Incident Positive Pressure (blast pressure) experienced at this location may be 
perceptible; however, it would considerably below the levels associated with 
damage to structures, glazing or unprotected hearing. 
 
Launch noise was identified to have potentially significant effects for one species 
of bird, and otter.  Mitigation has been developed to reduce potential impacts 
on these species to ensure that these will not be significant.  Monitoring will be 
undertaken to ensure effects are understood and appropriate management 
measures will be taken. 
 
 

Chapter 19: Noise 
Chapter 14: Ornithology 
Chapter 16: Marine Ecology 
Chapter 19: Noise and Vibration 
Appendix 18-1: Detailed 
Dispersion modelling 
Appendix 19-1: Noise Technical 
Report 
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 Is windblown sand viewed as a 
problem? 

Outline maintenance requirements have been identified incorporating the 
impacts of windblown sand on infrastructure. 

Chapter 4: Project Description 
 

Spaceport 1 Operations   
Question Answer Reference 
 What guarantees are given that this is 

not the first phase of a multistage 
development? 

 Could it expand to orbital? 

We seek Planning Consent for a permanent suborbital development and our 
business plan, spaceport licence application and safety case are founded solely 
on suborbital launch.  The infrastructure detailed in the EIA will only support 
suborbital activity.  Furthermore, having reviewed market demand, orbital 
launch is no longer a feature of our development plans. 

Chapter 4: Project Description 

 Did you look at why the development 
should NOT be at Scolpaig? 

A number of independent national assessment processes assessed the suitability 
of various sites in the UK for a launch facility, the location of these facilities is 
highly constrained by technical criteria.  Other sites in the Outer Hebrides were 
considered at a very early stage in the project’s development.   The combination 
of attributes and availability made the Scolpaig site a favourable option, including 
(amongst others) absence of natural heritage designations on the site, suitable 
distance from residential properties, option to locate infrastructure outwith 
landscape designations and minimal impacts on aviation and radar 
infrastructure.  The opportunities to partner with, and strengthen, existing 
capabilities of the MoD Hebrides Range also formed a key element of the 
business case. 
 
The decision as to whether Scolpaig is an appropriate site now rests with the 
Planning Authority. 

Chapter 3: Site Selection & 
Alternatives 

 Why so many launch sites?? Why not 
just one?  

This is a result of the UK and Scottish Governments’ enthusiasm to capture a 
significant proportion of the launch market.  To realise the full potential of the 
market opportunity for the UK would require either a vast site, to allow 
concurrent activity, or a number of smaller sites. 
 
The proposed development at Scolpaig is the only UK site focussing exclusively 
on suborbital launch and serves a specific element of the space market. 

Chapter 3: Site Selection & 
Alternatives 
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 LV trajectory you showed earlier 
seems to be exclusively to the west.  
Why then can't launches be carried out 
from QINETIQ range? 

The Range is structured, and used for MoD purposes, not to provide launches to 
a commercial market.  We understand that MoD has no intention of providing 
commercial launch from the Range site. The spaceport launch activity is focused 
on the commercial market.  

 

 Just an observation: 6.1% of small 
satellite launches failed due to a failure 
in the launch vehicle. (source: NASA) 
That's more than 1 in 20. You’re a 
planning 20 launches per year, so you 
must expect at least 1 accident every 
year. 

10 launches are planned per year, not 20.  It would not be credible for us not to 
be considering the possibility of launch failure and this drives all the site design 
and air and sea-space management. The space regulatory system ensures that 
all possibilities of failures are identified and managed appropriately to ensure 
no harm to people. 
 

 

 You mention ten launches a year – 
which months will they be planned 
for? 

 The number of launches per year seem 
to vary widely since the first 
application and recently in press and 
pr and now in this presentation. When 
will the consortium commit, fully, to an 
absolute number of limited launches? 
Or do the consortium intend to say 10 
launches now and then grow this 
number over time once the project 
permissions have been granted 
(should they be granted). 

The timing of launches will be dependent on several factors, including weather, 
environmental considerations and launch operators’ requirements, so it is not 
possible to commit to specific months of the year. 
 
We have set a cap of 10 launches per-year from Scolpaig – while we believe there 
is a market for more, there is no intention to change the position now or in the 
future. 
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 Will the roads be closed around launch 
time? 

It will not be necessary to close the road from an operational perspective. 
Precautionary measures will be put in place to manage against the risk of 
potential congestion arising from incidental spectators or vehicles (more 
generally) stopping or parking in laybys causing obstruction on single track roads. 
 
A clearway will be implemented and managed by Police Scotland to ensure the 
free flow of traffic. This will promote the existing Highway Code responsibilities 
for vehicles on single track roads - i.e., no stopping on the single-track road, the 
verge or in passing places.  

Chapter 11: Traffic & Transport 

 The size of the rockets has varied a lot 
over time since this proposal began. 
What will the consortium commit to as 
being the maximum size of launch 
vehicle that will ever be launched from 
the Scolpaig site? 

The spaceport will function as a ‘venue’ for individual launch operators to launch 
(or test) equipment.  There is no single metric in terms of ‘maximum size’. The 
EIA has been assessed based on the ‘worst-case’ scenario, utilising the ‘worst 
case’ attributes of several representative launch vehicles.  
As a guide the following parameters were considered in terms of size: 
 Max diameter: 196 mm to 712 mm 

 Lift off mass: 150 kg to 2.5 tonnes 

 Payload mass: <2 kg to 100 kg 
In addition to these parameters, within which Planning Consent is being sought, 
we are also restricted from a safety case perspective as the site is only suitable 
for vehicles that can achieve a Space Industry Act licence, which takes into 
account site limitations. 

Chapter 4: Project Description 

 Can you guarantee that the launches 
from Scolpaig will be for positive 
environmental research activity, or will 
they be used for defence purposes? 

The site is intended to provide services to launch systems developers, 
environmental and other science/academic users. There is potential for the site 
to provide capabilities to supplement the current Range activities. 
 

 

 Will the business plan be available to 
view for this commercial operation? 

The elements of the business plan which are not commercially sensitive have 
been incorporated into the Socio-Economic Analysis.  

Appendix 7-1: Socio-Economic 
Analysis  



9 of 17 
 

 ‘If it's a penny cheaper to launch 
somewhere else then they will go 
elsewhere' - quote from Mark Roberts 
from first community engagement. 
How can Scolpaig do this cheaper than 
any other launch site in Europe? 

We have developed the site design and business plan to provide services at a 
competitive price. We are only considering suborbital launch, which allows us to 
make the infrastructure and services bespoke to this sub-segment of the launch 
market. 

 

 Who will be using the launch facility, 
who are the target customers and why 
will they use this facility over any other 
that are planned for the UK? 

There are two main types of customers.  The first is launch vehicle developers 
who wish to launch rockets at the smaller end of the launch vehicle spectrum, to 
progress their technology and innovation.  
The other type of customer is the science community – there is real benefit to 
doing parabolic (zero gravity) suborbital flight, particularly for experimentation 
and measurement of the atmosphere.  We are putting a lot of effort into trying 
to raise interest in this community. 
 
Nowhere else in the UK is focussing on suborbital launch exclusively, and it is a 
specialist capability. 

 

 How do you feel about changing the 
nature of this island for ever? 

We believe that this will attract much needed economic benefit to the island and 
will contribute to population retention. 
 
The total area lost to the development is very small at 0.66 ha representing 0.24% 
of the Scolpaig farm area.  Launches are capped at a maximum of 10 / year, with 
the site remaining accessible to the public for the remainder of the year.  An 
independent EIA process has scrutinised the project and where potential 
significant environmental effects have been identified; these have been 
mitigated through project design or management measures.  An outline Habitat 
and Amenity Management Plan has also been developed setting out the wider 
principals of land management for ecology, public amenity, archaeology, and 
fisheries. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 3: Site Selection & 
Alternatives 
Appendix 7-2 Outline Habitat and 
Amenity Management Plan  
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Climate Change   
Question Answer Reference 
 There was mention of climate change 

under mitigations - can you comment 
further please? 

Emissions associated with carbon dioxide (CO2) liberation from disturbed peat 
has been scoped out as design changes have ensured construction works and 
infrastructure avoid disturbance of peat deposits. 
 
Emissions associated with construction plant and support vehicles / vessels 
during operation are scoped out as these are expected to be minor in scale and 
sporadic in nature due to the relatively low intensity of the proposed launch 
plan. 
 
Vulnerabilities in relation to flooding of Loch Scolpaig have been mitigated 
through the placement of infrastructure on land above 4.73 AOD and 
replacement of the existing undersized culvert to have sufficient freeboard for 
future rises in water level / flooding. 
 
A site operation and maintenance regime cover inspections and works to 
maintain the free flow of water at both the culvert and outflow to the sea. 
 
Site construction and operation have the potential to generate greenhouse 
gases which can contribute to climate change.  A conservative estimate of the 
contribution of rocket launches was undertaken on the worse-case scenario 
propellant mass over 10 launches. The total contribution was assessed as 14 
tonnes CO₂, equivalent to less than eight typical cars.  However, the majority of 
propellants anticipated to be used on site are relatively small in quantity due to 
the lower size class of suborbital launches proposed. 

Chapter 17 Hydrology, 
Hydrogeology and Geology  
Chapter 20: Climate Change 
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 Considering COP26 and all that we 
know of how to preserve the planet, is 
this spaceport venture a decision on 
the right side of history. is it genuinely 
ethical? 

Suborbital launches are frequently used for climate and atmospheric research, 
with typical applications including weather observations, plasma physics, 
research in the study of the upper atmosphere, astronomy, remote sensing of 
natural resources and micro gravity research.   
 
An outline plan has been developed to undertake a series of habitat 
enhancement initiatives developed in conjunction with key stakeholders and a 
local tenant crofter. 

Chapter 3: Site Selection and 
Alternatives 
Chapter 4: Project Description 
Chapter 18: Air Quality & Heat 
Chapter 20: Climate Change 
Appendix 7.2: Outline Habitat and 
Amenity Management Plan 
 

 Could pollution control not be 
mitigated by not firing rockets into the 
sea? In the year Glasgow hosts the 
COP26 climate conference how can 
you justify the emissions released from 
the spaceport? 

 After COP26, how can any further 
burning of fossil fuels be justified 

 Does a rocket launch require fossil 
fuels?  

 How many tons of CO2 / methane / not 
will be produced by the site per annum 
including associated off-site 
emissions? 

Due to the high level of combustion efficiency required for launches, a number 
of propellant mixtures do not include fossil fuels.  A small proportion of rocket 
fuels adopt hydrocarbon-based fuels as a propellant (e.g., kerosene).  However, 
non-fossil fuels are more frequently adopted as an alternative (hydrogen 
peroxide, liquid O₂).  There is a move within the space industry to make vehicles 
as clean as they possibly can.   
 
A conservative estimate of the contribution of rocket launches was undertaken 
on the worse-case scenario propellant mass over 10 launches. The total 
contribution was assessed as 14 tonnes CO₂, equivalent to less than eight 
typical cars.  However, the majority of propellants anticipated to be used on 
site are relatively small in quantity due to the lower size class of suborbital 
launches proposed. 

Chapter 20: Climate Change 
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 Couldn't the money spent on the 
Spaceport be put to better use 
generating green jobs within the 
renewable energy sector that is so 
under-utilised in the islands? There are 
no green credentials of this project! 

The extent to which Renewable Energy schemes can be deployed in Uist and 
Barra is heavily constrained.   
 
As configured, the island electricity network is incapable of receiving 
connections from intermittent generation (wind, wave, tide, solar etc.) so all 
renewable generation must be exported off-island through the Lochcarnan to 
Fort Augustus distribution link.  This distribution link connects the islands to the 
National Grid by a cable running from Lochcarnan (South Uist), subsea to 
Ardmore in Skye and then overland to Fort Augustus.  Bottlenecks in the Skye 
and Lochaber sections of this link mean that no new generation can be added 
to the Uist and Barra network. 
  
New generation schemes in the Uists will be unable to connect to Grid until the 
Fort Augustus to Skye overhead line is upgraded by SSEN Distribution from 
2026 onwards.  Even then, the existing ‘waiting list’ of new renewable schemes 
in Lochaber and Skye may quickly account for most, or all, the newly created 
capacity. 
  
Even if this connection capacity challenge can be resolved, Uist and Barra still 
face considerable challenges in the deployment of renewable energy 
schemes.  Radar safeguarding around MOD activity severely restricts the 
number of Onshore Wind turbines that can be built and Range Hebrides activity 
to the west of the Uists means that Offshore Wind development to the west is 
prohibited.  Meanwhile, to the east, Marine Scotland has just revised its 
Sectoral Plan for Offshore Wind to reflect the creation of the new ‘Innovation 
and Targeted Oil & Gas Decarbonisation’ (INTOG) leasing round and the new 
Sectoral Plan scopes out the entire Southern Minch (from a point in East Lewis 
to Barra) for Offshore Wind development on environmental grounds. 
  
In light of all these constraints, it is considered that Spaceport 1 will, instead, 
go some way to providing the regeneration impetus which cannot be achieved 
through renewable energy. 
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Existing Infrastructure    
Question Answer Reference 
 What are the plans for upgrading the 

roads?  
 Will the roads be upgraded back to 

Lochmaddy or Benbecula? 

There is no requirement to upgrade public roads, however a commitment has 
been made by the developer (the Comhairle) to contribute to relevant repairs 
should any damage occur because of HGV activity during constructions works.  
project No abnormal loads will be required during construction or operational 
phases of the Project. 

Chapter 11: Traffic & Transport 

 What impact will the transportation of 
temporary buildings etc have on 
current public transportation or will 
the delivery of temporary buildings 
and welfare be brought in 
independently via chartered sea 
vessels or air. 

Temporary infrastructure – storage containers and welfare units for example - 
will be transported to site via standard road haulage infrastructure.   
 
It is anticipated that commonly used temporary infrastructure will be 
purchased by the Spaceport (and stored off site when not in use) to negate the 
need for launch operators to bring it with them on the ferry.  

Chapter 11: Traffic & Transport 

 How often will the road be shut? It is not necessary to close the road from an operational perspective.  A 
clearway will be implemented and managed by Police Scotland to ensure the 
free flow of traffic. This measure is proposed to manage against the risk of 
potential congestion arising from incidental spectators or vehicles (more 
generally) stopping or parking in laybys causing obstruction on single-track 
roads.  The clearway reinforces the existing Highway Code for single-track 
roads. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 11: Traffic & Transport 
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Employment   
Question Answer Reference 
 How many well-paid jobs will be 

created?  
 How many of the 20 jobs are likely to 

be above minimum wage? We have 
more than enough poorly paid jobs 
here. 

 What are the 20 jobs? 
 What is the level of jobs - 20 guard 

jobs??? 
 Of the 25 jobs you talked of, how many 

of these will be filled by local people, 
or will everyone be brought in? 

 The question about jobs asked about 
well-paid jobs.  What are the 20 to 25 
jobs?  And will they be full time or part 
time? 

 Is it anticipated that these 25 new jobs 
will be filled by people already living on 
Uist?  If not, where will these 25 new 
people and their families live given the 
massive housing shortage on Uist? 

All Spaceport 1 jobs are provisioned to be paid considerably above the 
minimum wage given the specialist nature of the business, licencing 
requirements and the regulatory regime. 
Some roles are mandatory for all spaceports under the Space Industry Act 2018. 
In our business plan, we have provisioned for the following jobs: 
Launch Director, Business Development Officer, Site/Security Manager, 
Commercial Officer, Science / STEM lead, Administrative Support, Health & 
Safety Officer, Operations Lead, Operations Officers, Site Support Personnel, 
Payload Specialist, Payload Operations Officer. These jobs will be a mixture of 
full and part-time, with the FTE growing over a 3 – 5 year period. 
 
Specialist training is also mandatory for all employees, so recruitment from the 
local community is entirely feasible. There are existing skills with the local 
community already and we are devoting linkages with Edinburgh and 
Strathclyde Universities so as school leavers can access courses which will allow 
them to gain employment with Spaceport 1 and/or QinetiQ. 
 
Launch companies will of course bring in their own staff for launch events, but 
we have not accounted for this in our employment calculations. These 
individuals will be in Uist on a temporary basis and are classed – for the 
purposes of the Socio-Economic Analysis – as business visitors.   

Appendix 7-1: Socio-Economic 
Analysis 

 If there is no permanent site 
accommodation where do the 20-25 
staff work? 

Staff will be based at home or office / desk space rented within existing 
premises. 
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 With the scale of the development 
reduced so much, will the benefit for 
the community also be reduced? What 
will be the difference in terms of jobs 
and spend etc? 

Significant benefits to the community are expected to be generated from the 
project, not all of these are financially measurable.  In addition to jobs and 
income outlined above, a Habitat and Amenity Management Plan will be 
developed with input from an Advisory Forum to enhance the ecological value 
of the site and develop the site as a community resource.  The project is also 
expected to extend the existing broadband fibre extension, benefitting local 
residents.    
 
The Project is anticipated to provide a focal point for Research and 
Development (R&D) activities, in terms of the spaceport design and operations, 
the activities conducted from the site and the activities of the supporting 
ecosystem including local engineering companies. 
 
The Spaceport is currently in discussion with potential launch operators and 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise regarding business diversification and skills 
development and training. A commitment to develop and deliver a science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM), or other youth focused 
education projects for the communities of the Outer Hebrides has been written 
into Memorandums of Understanding with launch operators.  

Chapter 7: Community Recreation 
and Tourism 
Appendix 7.2: Outline Habitat and 
Amenity Plan 

Defence   
Question Answer Reference 
 Given the increasing militarisation of 

space, and given the potential for this 
site to launch weapons in that 
direction subject to launch permission, 
what coverage is there within the EIA 
for this site becoming a future military 
target for aggressors against the UK? 
We are told that space is the new front 
line of warfare. Being bombed has an 
environmental impact. 

 Could this site be a military target? 

The Scolpaig site will not be a military site.  There is no reason to believe that it 
is ever likely to be a military target. 
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Access   
Question Answer Reference 
 Current "kissing gate" access is quite 

discriminatory against disabled 
members of community  

 How are wheelchairs and cars 
considered to make more 
environmental damage than launching 
rockets from the site?? 

 How will the environmental impact of 
disabled access not be allowed 
considering the overall environmental 
impact and mitigations of the facility? 
If these can be overcome with 
mitigation, why can't public access for 
all of the community be mitigated?  

 There is interest from the community 
to restore vehicular access to the area 
around the farmhouse for recreation.  
Why is there so much focus on parking 
at the road?   

The ‘kissing gate’ will be replaced with a pedestrian gate to enable improved 
access for recreational users of limited mobility. 
 
Pedestrian access will be enhanced through the upgrading and widening of the 
existing access road from the A865 to Scolpaig Farm.  An additional 10 parking 
spaces will be installed (including a disabled space) and these will be available 
to the public unless launch restrictions are in place. Improved parking at the 
site entrance was requested by the local community from an access perspective 
but also to improve road safety. 
 
Under the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 there is no duty to allow vehicular 
access over land. From a health & safety perspective, the Comhairle has 
deemed the road unfit for vehicular access and this will remain the case until 
improvements to the road have been made.  
 
A Habitat and Amenity Management Plan (HAMP) will set out a series of actions 
for ecological and amenity improvement.  Unrestricted access by vehicles has 
the potential to create disturbance on wildlife / damage habitats.   
Any decision to allow vehicular access by the community would need to be 
taken in conjunction with the tenant crofter, statutory consultees and the RSPB 
to ensure that an appropriate management plan (with mitigation) is in place. 

Chapter 7: Community, Recreation 
and Tourism 
Appendix 7-2 Outline Habitat and 
Amenity Plan 

 How will the croft tenancy be 
allocated? Someone under 40, doesn't 
have land already, committed to live 
here all year round? 

The tenancy has been awarded to a young local crofter.    

 Can the public still access the beach? Yes. Restrictions will only be in place during launch events to ensure safety, but 
disruption to access will be minimal. 
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 Are there any plans to restore the 
farmhouse and other buildings not 
being used in the development? 

There are no current plans to restore the farmhouse, however the outline 
Habitat and Amenity Management Plan has provision to develop the 
archaeological heritage of the wider farm area. 

Appendix 7.1: Outline Habitat and 
Amenity Management Plan 

 It is likely that many may wish to come 
to view launches. Has any provision 
been made for viewing? 

No provision has been made for viewing and the Western Isles Emergency 
Planning Coordination Group have asked that we actively discourage motorists 
from causing congestion along the route. 

Chapter 11: Traffic and Transport 

 

General Comments 

 Brilliant 
 Cool 
 I think I like the idea now 
 Sound 
 Well done 
 Useful session 
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