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Outer Hebrides Climate Beacon 
 

Design a Home of the Future Competition - 
for S1 to S4 
 

Guidelines & Information 

 

Climate is often shorthand for the Earth’s climate system, an interconnected, 
always-moving, complicated system made up of all the air, sea, ice, land, plants, 
and animals, interacting together. 

The climate is not the same a weather.  Weather is the temperature, rain and wind 
at a given time and place.  It can change hour by hour and day to day.  Climate is 
what we expect the weather to be like in the long term.  It changes slowly, over 
many decades. 

The climate crisis is a human crisis because of the things that humans are doing 
which is making the Earth’s climate hotter.  This global heating is changing our 
planet, putting people and nature at risk. 

On average, the world is 1 °C hotter than it was 170 years ago.  This change might 
sound tiny, but it’s already had a big effect. 

 

• Some natural disasters, such as wildfires, are more severe and last longer 

• The particular place where an animal live is known as its habitat.  Climate 
change and the actions of people are harming many habitats.  Some habitats 
are even disappearing 

• The oceans are absorbing extra CO2.  This is making them more acidic 

• Less rain is falling is some places, which means supplies of fresh water are 
drying up.  This is known as drought.  It makes it much harder to grow crops 
and find water to drink 

• Some extreme weather events, such as heat waves and floods, are 
becoming more severe 

• Sea levels are 20cm higher than in 1880, and now rising at nearly 4mm per 
year 

 

In Scotland, the most significant risk is flooding, but we are also impacted by: 
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Coastal erosion that can cause damage to our energy, transport, water 
and communication infrastructure. 

Extreme temperatures, high winds and lightning that can impact our 
transport networks. 

  High temperatures that can impact on people’s health and wellbeing. 

  Damage to our cultural heritage because of temperature, precipitation 
(amount of rain), ground water and landscape changes.,  

 

The good news is that there are many things we can still do to fix this crisis.  The 
bad news is that it is a BIG challenge to get everyone together.  This is one of the 
reasons that the Outer Hebrides applied to be a COP 26 Climate Beacon Project, to 
encourage the citizens of the Western Isles to work together to understand what we 
can do to act on the crisis. 

We would like to see your ideas about how you think homes and communities on 
the islands could stop the crisis from getting worse and how they will adapt to the 
impacts of climate change.   

You are free to choose any medium to show share your ideas, a drawing, a 
painting, a cardboard model, a clay sculpture, a Lego creation or even a Minecraft 
design. 

We’d like you to send us a picture of your work and answer the following questions 
to let us know how your idea will help tackle the crisis.  

 

Important information: 

• The deadline for the competition is Tuesday 30 November 2021. 

• Please send a photo or file of your design and a completed registration / 
questionnaire form to us at:  library.enquiries@cne-siar.gov.uk 


