
27/08/2020 

 

Asset Transfer Appeal Panel  

CnES  

Sandwick Road  

Stornoway 

 Isle of Lewis HS9 2BW 

Re: Asset Transfer Appeal Castlebay old Co-op 

Dear Mr MacKay 

I am writing in support of the Asset Transfer of Castlebay old Co-op to Buth Bharraidh. 

Buth Bharraidh is a valuable addition to the facilities on the islands of Barra and Vatersay giving the 
following benefits: 

 Local producers have a vehicle for selling their goods 
 Whole foods are available and fulfil a gap in local provision 
 Craft supplies, yarns and sewing materials are stocked 
 A good variety of books are available 
 Tourist information is provided 
 Accommodation requests are taken and filled for local providers at no cost to the locals 
 Craft classes are held (virtually during the present pandemic} 
 Jobs are created as well as volunteer opportunities 

It is very important that Buth Bharraidh is sited in the historic centre of Castlebay, near the ferry 
terminal in order to provide services to tourists who provide a large part of the island economy. 

The old Co-op building is basically sound and, once owned by the company, grant funding can be 
applied for to make it more attractive and user-friendly. 

CnES are keen, so they say, to encourage economic regeneration following the hardships incurred 
during the current pandemic so it seems rather bizarre that they are intent on closing down a 
thriving business which, although it has suffered along with everyone else, has survived and is on the 
way to running efficiently once again. 

Buth Bharraidh is appreciated by local customers, producers, partner organisations and tourists alike 
and are bemused by your decision. 

Please review the Asset Transfer request in favour of Buth Bharraidh and allow it to fulfil its 
undoubted potential as a vital asset to the economy and services to locals and tourists alike. 

Yours sincerely 

(long term resident of Barra) 
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Fiona MacIver - CE

From: Derek MacKay
Sent: 26 August 2020 20:47
To: Fiona MacIver - CE
Subject: FW: Buth Bharraigh Asset Tranfer

 

From: 
Sent: 26 August 2020 19:51 
To: Derek MacKay  
Subject: Buth Bharraigh Asset Tranfer 
 
WARNING: THIS EMAIL CAME FROM OUTSIDE THE COMHAIRLE; PLEASE TREAT 
HYPERLINKS OR ATTACHMENTS WITH CAUTION. CONTACT THE IT HELPDESK IF IN 
ANY DOUBT.  

 

26th August 2020 
 
Dear Mr Mackay 
 
Asset transfer of the Old Co-op building to Buth Bharraigh 
 
It was indeed disappointing to learn the asset transfer request had been denied.   Buth 
Bharraigh has a very positive impact on the local community.   It is a social enterprise, 
exactly the type of business needed in the islands and its current prominent position is 
crucial to this.   It has provided lots of opportunities, empowers the local community, it 
supports the local tourism industry, provides essential services to both locals and 
visitors to the island and brings a significant amount of money into the local 
community. 

Demolishing a building cannot possibly be considered a sustainable option.   Surely it is 
better to retain a structurally sound and well functioning building particularly as Barra 
is a small community with little scope for opportunity.   The building in question is an 
opportunity now and would remain so for the community in the future. 

Yours sincerely 



 
 
 
 

 

27/08/2020 
 
Re: Community Asset Transfer Request, Castlebay old Co-op 
 
Dear Mr Kennedy 
 
We are writing to express support for the transfer of the old Co-op building in Castlebay 
to Buth Bharraidh. 
 
Buth Bharraidh provides vital services to the island for both locals and visitors alike in 
that it promotes the sale of local products, be they crafts, paintings, locally grown 
produce and more.  The profits are distributed monthly to the producers which means it 
contributes a lot to the local economy. 
 
We are a horticulture therapy project working with people with special needs. Buth 
Bharraidh have regularly sold our produce over the years but this year, when we have 
been closed to the public (even after the lifting of the total lockdown to protect our 
vulnerable clients and volunteers) it has been a vital outlet to sell our produce.  We would 
be in a much worse situation financially if it were not for their support. 
 
The situation of the building in the old centre of Castlebay and near the ferry terminal is 
essential for the provision of tourist services and information which are not available 
elsewhere since the closure of the Tourist Information office. 
 
The decision to close a thriving business in the middle of an economic crisis and when 
the council are promoting economic regeneration for the islands seems a perverse and 
retrograde step and we urge you to reconsider for the sake of the islands of Barra and 
Vatersay. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
 



25 August 2020 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
Stornoway 
Isle of Lewis 

Dear Sir 

Bùth Bharraigh Request for Review of Asset Transfer Decision 

I write in support of Bùth Bharraigh Ltd in their request for review of the asset transfer 
decision made by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. 

Bùth Bharraigh have already made a very strong case to have the ownership of the Old Coop 
Building made over to them and should now be given the opportunity to give any additional 
information required by the Comhairle. 

The Bùth has developed into an important asset for the island and is the focus for a wide 
variety of activities.  It provides employment and volunteering opportunities for many, 
forms a strong link between tourists and accommodation and activity providers, and has 
created a retail market for local produce.  It also fosters group work across the generations. 

The Comhairle should acknowledge the important contribution the Bùth makes to the 
fragile economy of the island, work which has adapted and continued throughout the Covid 
crisis, and help it to move to the next stage by allowing it a secure base from which to 
consolidate and develop its work. 

Yours faithfully 

 



 
To  
Asset Transfer Appeals Panel 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
Sandwick Road 
Stornoway 
Isle of Lewis HS1 2BW 
 
Re Appeal for Transfer of Assets under the Community Empowerment Act submitted by Bùth 
Bharraigh Limited, Castlebay, Isle of Barra, HS9 5XD 
For the Old Co-op Building (at the above address) 
 
27th August 2020 
 
Dear Panel, 
 
I write in support of all that has been written by Sarah MacLean, Manager of Bùth Bharraigh, on the 
subject of her request for a transfer of assets.  I agree with all the points she makes, and consider 
them of the utmost importance to this island. 
Case History 
I have lived in Barra since 1977 and have been one of Bùth Bharraigh’s main producers from the 
outset, as well as having been part of the earlier, Island Market, enterprise that led to the 
development of the shop. 
In 2011 I found myself unemployed, as I had been teaching in Junior Secondary Schools in the Uist, 
and they were closed.  My daughter suggested that I might join in with the Islands Markets initiative, 
supporting Sarah MacLean in her efforts to boost the island’s economy by encouraging local 
enterprise.  I had not made preserves before but I was interested in doing so after having seen a 
small home preserves business operating successfully in Tiree. 
I started out as a sole trader but the business quickly became a limited company, Hebridean 
Preserves & Pastries Ltd (SC476835).  This was due to Sarah MacLean’s drive and ambition for the 
island.  The Bùth now sends preserves anywhere in the world for me, as, earlier this summer, to the 
United States and to Australia. 
From the outset I have also made pastries for the Bùth, mainly vegetarian food such as quiche, but 
also shortbread.   My husband joined in with producing bread and also cooked vegetarian meals.  
The bread was so successful that he was unable to keep up with demand, and Sarah began research 
on the possibility of employing someone to produce bread on the premises. This remains a 
possibility, if we can secure our current premises and turn our energies to development and 
expansion.   My husband still provides cooked vegetarian meals for the shop, which are popular with 
locals as well as with visitors. 
Following the success of my preserves and pastries I began to explore other products for the Bùth 
and, aside from occasional items of knitwear, developed a range of postcards, greetings cards, 
bookmarks and also paperback books, a full-length novel and two books of children’s stories, to 
date.  All of this has increased my confidence in my own talents, as well as helping to fulfil the needs 
of visitors to the island.  I am also selling my books elsewhere in the Highlands and on the internet. 
The income I have derived from the Bùth has supplemented the part-time work I was able to get 
after the schools in Uist closed.  My post with Citizens’ Advice is only 19 hours per week.  It would be 
difficult for me to make ends meet on this part-time wage.  The Bùth has enabled me to have a 
decent income and to work fulltime. 
 



It is my understanding that the Comhairle’s decision to demolish the Old Co-op Building has for 
foundation a survey carried out in 2012.  This survey was taken when the building was derelict.   
Assertions by Castlebay Community Council that another survey was conducted in 2016 are not 
supported in the minutes of the Community Council.  The community’s views were not taken into 
account in the community council’s support of the building demolition.  In 2019, the new community 
council took a decision to run another survey, which was squashed by the chair the following 
morning, betraying our trust in our new community council and failing to take into account the views 
of the community following successful development of the building.  The local councillor appears to 
have aligned himself with the Community Council and with the Comhairle on this; I do not 
understand his lack of support for this healthy enterprise, and suspect that there may be personal 
reasons for it.  As far as I know, he has never set foot inside the shop. 
 
All this has been pointed out to the Comhairle, and the reason for demolition now being offered 
appears to be road safety, as the building is positioned on a main corner.  We have also pointed out 
that the Comhairle’s concern for road safety might be addressed by traffic calming measures; the 
Comhairle has not progressed this.  We do not agree with their assertion of road safety issues, as the 
building itself acts as a traffic calming measure and there has never been an accident there, even 
when it functioned as the island’s Co-op.  
 
A final point:  it has been suggested to us that we move into one of the new industrial units build by 
the Comhairle.  It has been further suggested that we already applied for one of these.  This is 
erroneous.  The application was made by Beartas Bharraigh, a project and manufacturing arm that 
Sarah is seeking to develop.  Bùth Bharraigh was, and is, a separate organisation.  The industrial unit 
would not be suitable for the Bùth.  The most important reason for this is location.  The Bùth needs 
to be in Castlebay proper, the traditional centre, where it is now.  This is where the ferry and cruise 
boats arrive; this is where the hotels are and the various eating places.  This is The Gateway to the 
Isles.  Following the closure of our tourist office, Bùth Bharraigh has taken over this role.  It provides 
tourist information and secures tourist accommodation ; it provides a bicycle hire service and a 
laundry service.  Bùth Bharraigh needs to remain where it is now. 
 
I thank you for your attention to these important matters, to add to Sarah’s points about the 
amount of money the Bùth generates for islanders.  Quite simply, it is astonishing that the Comhairle 
does not support us, especially now that, following the pandemic, we need to be more self-reliant 
and community-oriented. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
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-----Original Message----- 
From:   
Sent: 28 August 2020 10:23 
To: Derek MacKay  
Subject: Buth Bharraigh Asset Transfer 
 
WARNING: THIS EMAIL CAME FROM OUTSIDE THE COMHAIRLE; PLEASE TREAT HYPERLINKS OR ATTACHMENTS WITH 
CAUTION. CONTACT THE IT HELPDESK IF IN ANY DOUBT. 
 
 
Asset Transfer Appeals Panel 
 
Buth Bharraigh 
 
I feel that it will be useful for the panel to have an insight into how Buth Bharraigh supports my self-catering 
business and my craft and baking business. 
 
Self Catering. Taigh Sanna, Vatersay 
 
Benefits to me: 
Provision of laundrette, especially for large items such as duvets, curtains. 
Welcome pack all from local producers, eggs, scones, jam, bread etc Provision of network of support from local 
suppliers and other accommodation providers. 
Information point for requests for guests. 
During Covid I was able to answer guests enquiries by referring them to the excellent service phone and email 
service provided by Buth Bharraigh 
 
Benefits to guests 
Welcome point for visitors 
Provides a friendly hub for visitors; tea, coffee, wifi Knowledgable staff Information on all things local; activities, 
timetables etc., all in one place Local arts and crafts, local veg, local fish, eggs, baking, jam etc Art materials Wide 
range of books with local theme Provision of foods for special dietary requirement. 
Connection to the island through being invited to contribute to projects such as Barra Bunting and the Christmas 
Tree squares. 
 
Craft and Baking 
 
Buth Bharraigh gives me an outlet for items I produce such as wooden crafts, shell crafts, posters, knitting, home 
baking which are sold in the shop and through the online shop. I am able to meet other producers and not work in 
isolation. 
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Ownership would provide security and enhance the sense of community the Buth creates. Ownership would allow 
for the sustainability and development of this valuable part of our island life. 
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