
From:
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: The Bùth Bharraigh, Castlebay
Date: 14 February 2020 18:32:44

[External Email] 

Mr Gordon Kennedy
Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar
Sandwick Road, Stornoway

Isle of Lewis, HS1 2BW
 

Ref: The Bùth Bharraigh, Castlebay

Dear Mr Gordon

It is with great regret that I have been informed of your plans to demolish the Bùth, which I know from visiting relatives
who live on the Island, how crucial this community resource is to both the local community and visitors. I have been

most impressed by the way it is organised and run and how it is so supportive of the local community.

I have been involved with a number of community projects in Cornwall and one of the most critical elements of these
projects is that these community resources are located centrally within the community so they act as a hub. 

In a similar way to your community we have a balance between the local community and the very large influx of tourists
during peek holiday times. It seems a very retrograde step to demolish this building when it is such a success.

If the council’s main concern is their liability for upkeep then I highly recommend that you should transfer ownership to
the Bùth as their business model seems robust enough to keep the building in its current and sustainable operating

context.

Why change something that works.

I hope that you listen to the 'voice' of the community of Barra.

Yours sincerely



From:
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Support for Asset Transfer for Bùth Bharraigh
Date: 14 February 2020 11:32:36

[External Email] 

Dear Gordon Kennedy

I am writing in support of the Asset Transfer Request from Bùth Bharraigh.

As a regular visitor to the island of Barra, I want this centre of service and information to
remain in its present location near the ferry terminal and not tucked away in a mini retail
park beside the Co-op.

 Bùth Bharraigh needs to remain where it is and be refurbished as the present managers
intend to do.
 
Please do not demolish the building and move Bùth Bharraigh to another location. It will
detract from the visitor experience and make local government in the Hebrides seem
hostile to grassroots enterprise.

Please agree to the Asset Transfer request.

Regards

Home Address:



From:
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Re[2]: The Buth information and visitor centre
Date: 12 February 2020 10:43:14

[External Email] 

Dear Gordon

I'm horrified to learn that there's a possibility that The Buth may lose it's current
property at the heart of the Castlebay on Barra. 

I have fond memories of looking round the local crafts displayed there for a quality
momento to take home with me to remind me of my visit. The staff were lovely and
welcoming as were all the people I met on Barra.  I was lucky enough to be staying
with friends who live on the Island so didn't need to avail myself of the information
available to visitors in the centre, but I can imagine how important The Buth is to
welcoming and help visitors to the Island, specially as it's situated in such a
convenient location. 

I sincerely hope this vital community centre isn't shunted off to a less convenient area
of town. 

I'm very much looking forward to my next visit to the Island and to visiting The Buth
again. 

Sincerely

 

 

 

 

  

 



From:
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Re: Support for the Asset Transfer Request from Bùth Bharraigh
Date: 13 February 2020 09:49:57

[External Email] 

Gordon

I am pleased to know that you read my email. 

My address is:

Regards

 

 

 

From:  
Sent: 12 February 2020 17:34
To: Community Asset Transfer <communityassettransfer@cne-siar.gov.uk>
Subject: Support for the Asset Transfer Request from Bùth Bharraigh
 
[External Email]

Dear Gordon Kennedy

 

I am writing in support of the Asset Transfer Request from Bùth Bharraigh.

 

Here are my reasons:

 



A Central Community Hub and Service Centre 

Bùth Bharraigh, is not just a shop. It is a centre that offers a unique combination of
visitor information, gift shop, book store, craft supplies, community crafting,
wholefood store, local produce and café. In addition, it offers wifi, phone-charging
and laundry services.

Bùth Bharraigh brings and keeps lots of money within the local economy and is a
hub of service, opportunity and community for islanders.

Bùth Bharraigh supports the local tourism industry by making the visitor experience
more varied and enjoyable. Because staff and much of the stock are connected to
the local community, it is a shining exemplar to visitors of how people can make a go
of living and working in the Outer Hebrides.
 
Bùth Bharraigh is a model of good management and social enterprise with a 6-year
record of good trading.  

Location 

Bùth Bharraigh’s current location is an essential element in its success. It is clearly
visible to anyone passing through Castlebay from the ferry terminal and lies within
the triangle of heaviest visitor footfall around the historic centre of Castlebay.

Visitors to Barra come mainly from urban settings where planners have allowed
traditional High Streets to die by replacing them with retail parks outside of town
centres. Visitors do not want to find replicas of shops that look like pre-fabricated
factories built on the edge of historic centres when they come to the Outer
Hebrides. They want to find shops like Bùth Bharraigh, functioning with a modern
twist as part of a historic centre.

The fact that the local community supports Bùth Bharraigh’s Asset Transfer Request,
demonstrates that the people on the island would prefer their shop and community
hub to remain in the historic town centre.

Sustainability 

It is better to refurbish, renovate and renew rather than demolish as CnES wants to
do. The management team at Bùth have costed plans to undertake renovation and
bring the building up to modern standards. In the current era where guardianship of
the environment and its resources is considered by many to be a priority, renovation
is the only sustainable option.  

Please be a trendsetter in sustainability in the Outer Hebrides by agreeing to Bùth
Bharraigh’s Asset Transfer Request. I urge you not to demolish Bùth Bharraigh and
move it to another location.



Regards

 



From:
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Re: FAO Gordon Kennedy re Asset Transfer of Bùth Bharraigh Ltd
Date: 03 February 2020 14:31:59

[External Email] 

Hi Gordon,

Sorry for omitting my address. It Is :  

Thanks, 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
From:  
Sent: 30 January 2020 21:04
To: Community Asset Transfer <communityassettransfer@cne-siar.gov.uk>
Subject: FAO Gordon Kennedy re Asset Transfer of Bùth Bharraigh Ltd
 
[External Email]

Dear Mr Kennedy,
I write in support of the asset transfer request of Bùth Bharraigh Ltd regarding what used
to be known as the old Co-op building in Castlebay, Barra.
 
I am a visitor of many years and visit Barra at least twice a year.  The Bùth is a very visible
and welcome port of call for visitors as they disembark from the ferry ; indeed the shop
alters opening hours to accommodate ferry times. This is invaluable, particularly to those
who don't know the island, and  also since the Tourist Office closed.  The Bùth is now a
critical service for those looking for accommodation, or indeed enquiring about general
services and facilities on Barra and Vatersay and its central location is key.
 
For those like myself who are regular visitors, the Bùth is one of my first ports of call to
stock up on Barra products such as jams and smoked salmon - not having a car on the
island I am unable to get to Barratlantic to pick up supplies of fish directly. The Bùth  is 



currently in such a convenient central location compared to the alternative proposed,
which I well remember from many years ago, and it would be detrimental for  tourists to
revert to that location. The size of the shop would also be vastly reduced, so there would
be less local produce to tempt visitors to part with their cash.
 
I understand too that the rental costs of the proposed new location would be considerably
higher than the current shop and fail to see how that benefits the local community whose
beautiful handicrafts bring much needed income, particularly during the main tourist
season.
 
The Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act was enacted to empower communities
through ownership of land and buildings to make decisions about public services and their
own communities. It would seem to me that the local community in Barra are trying to do
precisely that with their asset transfer request and I am fully supportive of that. Should
that request be refused then the Barra community, and visitors, will be the poorer - both
in terms of finance and services - and make  somewhat of a mockery of the Community
Empowerment Act.
 
Kind Regards, 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

From:  
Sent: 13 February 2020 16:20
To: Community Asset Transfer <communityassettransfer@cne-siar.gov.uk>
Subject: Castlebay old co-op
 
[External Email]

Dear Mr Kennedy,
 
I would like to add my support to the Buth Bharraigh's request to buy the old co-op in
Castlebay.
 
I was brought up on Barra and visit the Buth with my family when we are home for
holidays.  It is an amazing wee shop with such dedicated volunteers.  The atmosphere is
great and I know it is popular with visitors too.  They have the tourist information there
now and an internet cafe.
 
It would be such a shame to see the building they have worked so hard on demolished.  It
also seems pointless to demolish a building that a group is offering to buy and make use
of.
I really, really hope the council will allow the transfer to go ahead.



 
Yours sincerely,

 

 
 



From:
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Re: Barra and the Bùth Bharraigh
Date: 12 February 2020 18:21:44

[External Email] 

Yes, please proceed. 

 

 

 

  
Sent: 08 February 2020 11:54
To: Community Asset Transfer <communityassettransfer@cne-siar.gov.uk>
Subject: Barra and the Bùth Bharraigh

 

[External Email]

 

Dear Mr Kennedy

I am writing in support of the Asset Transfer Request from Bùth Bharraigh for the
following reasons:

I have been visiting Barra for over 20 years, in that time I have watched exceptional
community spirit develop the Bùth Bharraigh into the success it is today. The location
is key to that success, it is easily visible from the ferry arrivals, it is in the heart of the
community when tourist and locals alike are visiting the castle and shops.

The suggested move to an industrial unit shows a lack of understanding of human
habits and footfall. To move the Bùth to the industrial units would be akin to our

mailto:communityassettransfer@cne-siar.gov.uk


mainland out of town shopping centres in that human nature is such that making even
such a small journey by car, or a fair distance on foot (especially for the ore elderly
visitors) would stop people visiting the Bùth.

Barra should be proud of the amazing variety of local produce and goods available
from such a small community, the Bùth caters for all types of visitors and locals and
the craft sessions which I have attended provide something to do if the weather is less
than ideal for being outdoors, there is nothing else like this on the island.

If I was to be cynical I might wonder if there are other motives in making this prime
piece of land available, possibly for other developments or to clear the view for other
properties to increase their value, in fact I cannot see any other reason to remove the
Bùth completely from its current location.

 

Please listen to the those who know and love this community it really is a very special
place.

 

Kind Regards

 



From: Buth General
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Fw: Buth Bharraigh
Date: 15 February 2020 11:15:51

[External Email] 

From: 
Sent: 14 February 2020 20:05
To: Buth General <info@buthbharraigh.co.uk>
Subject: Buth Bharraigh
 
Greetings again,
 
I am sorry for my delayed response.  We just laid my father to rest and then I for some reason I
think I remembered that today is the last day to send something and I do hope I am not too late.
 
To whom it may concern,
 
We had the pleasure of visiting the Island of Barra during the summer of 2018.  While there we
found the Bùth Bharraigh.  It was our first time to be on the Island so you can only imagine how
lost we felt.  Our stay was at the Castlebay Hotel so having this community resource so close to
our lodging was very helpful.  When coming off the Ferry having a local shop open is a beacon to
a weary traveler.
 
The shop was full of wares from local folks.  The artisans had all kinds of unique items for sale at
reasonable prices and well worth taking home.  There were also many local produce items
available.  I must admit we did buy and sample a few for during our stay. 
 
This seems to be a community hub as well, we noticed several local folks taking advantage of the
shop’s space, Wi-Fi, laundry service, and beverages. The central location of this shop to the
community, the ferry landing, downtown hotels, and eateries is wonderful. 
 
Our next trip as an organization is scheduled for the summer of 2021 and we are expecting to
bring many 

  On our trip this time we have chosen to begin  by traveling to the Orkneys.  After a
short stay there we will be traveling west to the Island of Lewis and Harris for a few days visit and
sight seeing.  We will then continue on to Barra for our world wide Clan gathering and a stay
there for a few days as well.  Many folks who went with us to Barra then also visited the Buth
and are returning with us again for this trip.  We are all looking forward to finding the friendly
locals, wares, and information similar to our last visit.  We look forward to returning to the Island
and spending time shopping and talking again next year.
 
Sincerely,
 

mailto:info@buthbharraigh.co.uk
mailto:communityassettransfer@cne-siar.gov.uk


 



From:
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Buth Bharraidh Ltd and relates to the Old Coop Building, Castlebay, Isle of Barra
Date: 01 February 2020 16:57:38

[External Email] 

Dear Mr. Gordon Kennedy,

I am writing in support of the Asset Transfer Request for Buth Bharraidh Ltd for the
proposed use of the land to retain and renovate the existing building to be utilized as a
Community Hub and Retail Space.

I have been visiting Barra for the past 13 years now as I am a member of the 
that comes from this lovely isle; however, I have taken non-clansmen/women with me on
my holidays there too.   Who have later visited again on their own.   I have even met
tourists from Scotland during my visits there that have raved about the isle and its centre
and restaurants.  

This community hub and retail space is a mainstay for the actual residents as well as
tourists for souvenirs and gifts for our family and friends.   You can't find some of the
items sold at this centre anywhere else in the Outer or Inner Hebrides, on the mainland or
even the internet.   I could have never bought a teapot with a crocheted cozy of my clan
tartan or handmade cards/paintings by the actual residents that are so beautiful and one of a
kind. 

This centre supports our  which  who runs the centre also
has assisted our Chief with for years along with me as Liaison for members all over the
world.   We are actually starting the preparations for the next Gathering on August 9-10,
2021 right now as it can take over a year for all the preparations.  I know that my
clansmen/women would be so dissapointed not to be able to purchase unique items at the
centre.   The baked goods from the islanders are amazing to buy and take back to one's
hotel or BnB and enjoy later.    Also, our Clan is planning a tour to include the Isle of
Lewis and Harris with our Gathering on Barra so again supporting not just our Barra but
others is so important. 

If this centre closes, the residents lose some of their incomes that they depend on to
survive.   Closing of such centres can lead the islanders moving to the mainland for other
jobs, etc.   I am one of the Coordinators of the  and my
petpeave goal is support the communities of our Clan Isles.  Since I have visited your
lovely Isle of Lewis, I would hope you understand the importance of keeping the younger
adults on the Hebride Isles as part of the community and again this depends on centre such
as the Buth Bharraidh that I am supporting now.  Stornaway is beautiful but what about the
villages further out on the Isle of Lewis?   How would support for your islanders be done? 
I can give you an example how I support your Isle.  I love Peter May's novels, such his
triology on Lewis.   I tell people about his books and say, once you read the book, go visit
the Isle.   You will see the exact landscape and people he write about and how amazing
they are!   Now I am asking you to approve this Asset Transfer for  Barra.

Thank you.

Cheers,



   



From:
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Barra Community Store
Date: 29 January 2020 16:30:19

[External Email]

Please understand how important the Community Store is for all the people who live on the island of Barra and
for those of us who visit this island of our heritage.
I can not feel any stronger for the survival and use of this Coop building/land as our Community store.
Again, I kindly request your attention to the common good the store provides for all who need and utilize the
conveniences it offers.  Please reconsider the relevance of our common request and need for the store’s survival.

Sent from my iPhone



        ns 

        ss 

         

For the attention of Gordon Kennedy  

Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar  

Sandwick Road  

Stornoway  

Isle of Lewis  

HS1 2BW  

By email to communityassettransfer@cne-siar.gov.uk  

Dear Mr Kennedy  

I am writing to oppose the community asset transfer of the Old Coop building, 
Castlebay, Barra.  I’m sure many of letters opposing this transfer will repeat the 
same concerns, which cannot be resolved by this bid being successful.   I would 
simply like to highlight some of the serious issues this second attempt to reverse 
the democratically elected council’s legitimate decision to demolish the existing 
dilapidated building. 

Concerns regarding the building 

The building in its current state is simply an eyesore and detracts from the 
atheistic quality of the surrounding environment.  It is currently in disrepair and its 
outward appearance incredibly poor.  It is one of the first things visitors and locals 
see when arriving on the ferry from Oban.  The site is incredibly tight and is clearly 
not ideal for redevelopment, given its size, location and lack of parking.  There are 
no solutions to these issues to be found in the transfer request.   

mailto:communityassettransfer@cne-siar.gov.uk


As someone who has driven on the roads in Barra for a few decades I am concerned 
about the blind corner the building creates due there being no space between the 
road and the building.  In the summer the area is dangerously overcrowded.  The 
mixture of bicycles, cars and large campervans in this area make it difficult to 
manoeuvre in and out of parking spaces or indeed cross the road or parking area on 
foot.  As more visitors come to the island the difficulties with parking is inevitably 
going to increase.  This building contributes to these difficulties at present and if 
allowed to be redeveloped will intensify the issue in the future.   

   

 The road architecture as it currently stands is insufficient in providing a safe 
environment for pedestrians, especially those with physical restrictions.  Should 
the Buth’s ambitious plans be put in place, this will not be resolved.  It shouldn’t 
require a serious accident for these concerns to be addressed.   

Concerns regarding the Information contained in the Community Proposal  

Having read all the material provided by the Buth there is nothing in that 
documentation that indicates that the services they provide would be hindered by 
a move to the new site in Horve.  This asset transfer request is far from essential 
to ensure their survival.  There is nothing specific about the old Co-op site that 
enhances their ability to undergo all their declared functions.  In fact, given the 
physical limitation of the site itself and the lengthy time it would take to obtain 
planning permission and build it would seem they would require to spend a 
considerable period of time in different premises in any event.    Refusing this 
asset transfer request would not signal the end of Buth Bharraigh, simply a change 
of its location.   

I am incredibly concerned to see that the Buth do not foresee any negative 
consequences of their request being granted.  They should be well aware from the 
letters received opposing the transfer on the last occasion that the some members 
of the Barra community have serious concerns regarding the building and its future 
use.  They have made no attempts to address these issues in their application.      



Their plans for example show a significant rise it its height, is it not foreseen that 
there will be planning objections to this and it may lead to protracted litigation?  
Do they have contingency for this?  There is no indication of how they intend to 
overcome equality legislation regarding disabled access given the lack of parking 
or how they will ensure the legal right of access to the rear of the property will be 
ensured.   This must lead to questions about the ability of the management of this 
company to undertake such a large scale project, which they do not appear to 
have any real experience of.   

Much of the “evidence” provided with the asset transfer request is of negligible 
value due to being incredibly outdated.   The survey, which could be seen as 
fundamentally flawed due to the manner in which it was prepared, was completed 
in 2015 and being 5 years old, holds negligible value.   I also note that the budget 
estimate is dated March 2017 and the SMAS review is headed up as draft and not 
final.   

I would question where the figure of £5000 comes from as a purchase price?  There 
is no explanation in the proposal.    I am also concerned about funding given the 
impact of Brexit and the curtailing of funding sources by various factors.  From the 
information provided it is far from clear that the Buth will be able to raise the 
necessary funds to develop the site.  This is an area where the application should 
be transparent, obvious and detailed.  It is none of these things.  It cannot be right 
that the council can handover such a site to an organisation that may not be able 
to develop it.     

It is clear that the situation with the building cannot be sustained.  I would submit 
that the only solution that would enhance the area for the benefit of the whole 
community is for the Buth to move into the purpose built premises allocated to 
them and for this building to be demolished.  The area could then be landscaped 
and used as a viewing point. 

   

I sincerely hope that should this application be rejected that the Buth will move 
into their new building and enjoy a successful future.  It would be to the benefit of 
all in the community that this divisive issue be finally resolved and for all involved 
to move on.   



Yours Sincerely  
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From:
Sent: 13 February 2020 16:29
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Buth Bharraigh

[External Email]  

Dear Sir or Madam, 
I see that the future of Bùth Bharraigh is again under threat. It seems unbelievable that this prominent attraction, used 
by residents and tourists alike, close to the pier, should not be allowed to continue in its present location. Visitors can 
immediately see it and visit, even if they only have a short time ashore or are without their own transport.  
 
Any endeavour by those running the shop to acquire the premises should receive the wholehearted support of CNES in 
any way possible. Surely the primary concern must be the economy of the islands, and a welcome for a  successful and 
much‐loved enterprise? 
 
I speak as a visitor to the islands for over 50 years. 
 
Yours truly, 
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From:
Sent: 13 February 2020 14:49
To: Community Asset Transfer
Cc: info@buthbharraigh.co.uk
Subject: Bùth Bharraigh Community Transfer 

[External Email]  

Gordon Kennedy  
Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar  
Sandwick Road Stornoway  
Isle of Lewis HS1 2BW  

Dear Gordon,  
 
I am writing in support of the proposed community asset transfer of the old co‐op in Castlebay, Isle of Barra, currently 
being used by Bùth Bharraigh.  
 
As a visitor to the island and director of a cultural tourism‐related SME whose work takes me to Barra from time to time, 
I believe Bùth Bharraigh is an invaluable resource for the island’s local producers, and their most effective means of 
selling to the main visitor markets. As BB have very clearly explained, there is no other site that allows them such good 
access for visitors, nor any other that would not see them having to curtail their business significantly. Quite apart from 
the sales advantage, the Bùth gives a clear demonstration to visitors that the island is a thriving, enterprising local 
community, and encourages them to explore further.  
 
I sincerely hope that the council will have the great good sense to transfer the building to the Bùth and allow them to 
develop it to their full potential.  
 
Le meas  
 

  
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
T:   
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From:
Sent: 24 January 2020 15:57
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Bùth Bharraigh 

[External Email]  

Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
when we come to Barra we always visit Bùth Bharraigh straight off the ferry  to buy local products and to get information
what’s going on on the island. 
 
We are looking forward to our next holidays on Barry and we hope Bùth Bharraigh is still where it always was and forever
will be!! 
 
 
Mit freundlichen Grüßen / Best regards 
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From:
Sent: 24 January 2020 14:20
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Bùth Bharraigh - representation

[External Email]  

 
 
Get Outlook for Android 

 

Dear Mr Kennedy 
 
I have been advised to resend this communication regarding our support of Bùth Bharraigh. 
 
Sincerely 
 

 

 
On Fri, 1 Nov 2019 at 10:45,   wrote: 
Dear Mr Kennedy 
 
We are writing to you in support of Bùth Bharraigh's submission for a community transfer of assets for the building 
they currently occupy.  
 
Our support of the submission is from the point of view of visitors.  We have visited Barra for 5 years.  Bùth Bharraigh 
and its excellent service have been central to the positive experiences we have had on Barra. 
 
The current location is central, visible and accessible on foot or by public transport. 
 
Bùth has provided us with an excellent selection of locally produced food and products which are healthy, wholesome 
and have a low ecological footprint.  
 
Bùth is a Visit Scotland Welcome Point and provides information about accommodation, tourist destinations and 
facilities on the island.  Bùth remains open to accommodate late arrivals of ferries to ensure that visitors are welcomed 
and their needs are met.  In its current location it is visible from the ferry terminal and accessible on foot.  The service 
it provides is indispensable to visitors to Barra. 
 
Bùth Bharraigh promotes events for the local community and visitors.  An example of this is the Hebridean 
International Film Festival, a unique event, which presents powerful perspectives on the environment and remote 
communities.  Bùth has plans to further develop these events. 
 
Bùth Bharraigh is a community hub which brings visitors and locals together. Its central location is visible and 
accessible to all. 
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Bùth Bharraigh encapsulates and promotes all that is best about Hebridean culture.  A successful community transfer 
of assets will allow Bùth Bharraigh to develop further as a model of good practice and an example to other islands and 
local communities throughout Scotland. 
 
Sincerely 
 

 

 

 
Get Outlook for Android 
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