
 

 
 

Isle of Barra 
 
 

14 February 2020 
Dear Sir, 

Old Co-op Building, Castlebay 

I am writing in response to the advert in the Guth Bharraidh and in relation to the second application 
by Buth Bharraigh for a community asset transfer. I want to lodge my very sincere objection to the 
asset transfer by the applicant.  

The reasons for my objections are as follows: 

1. At its location, it is a very busy road on an extremely dangerous corner and although the old 
co-op has been situated there for many years, it does not detract from the danger it causes 
for oncoming traffic in either direction.  Without a doubt the traffic in that particular area 
has increased tenfold over the last 10 years in line with the increased tourism traffic, now to 
be promoted by this organisation. 

2. In addition this particular area offers no parking whatsoever relating to it, this is now a legal 
fact. 

3. This traffic issue will be further exasperated by the fact that the current tenants are now 
operating a number of other services including tourist information, laundry and bike hire. 

4. I believe that the recent council’s decision to demolish and help the organisation to 
relocate as much as they are willing is the right decision. The demolition of that building 
and the landscaping of the area that follows would enhance the quality and safety of the 
residents and visitors alike. This was borne out in the original draft of the Charrette 
consolation, supported by artists impressions of how it would look. 

5. It is disappointing that the organisation having been involved with input to the building of a 
new unit which was kept open to them for two years, has now turned it down. This in itself 
has deprived prospective tenants of its use. 

6. The new unit has been used for retail on a pilot basis and has proved to be a financial 
success. 

7. At the very least, if the decision to demolish is overturned, it should be offered on the open 
market to allow others to apply. 

Finally, I would encourage the council to move with haste, reject this application and lend full 
support to the Buth as a community organisation. 

Yours Faithfully 
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From:
Sent: 14 February 2020 10:20
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Old Coop Building

[External Email] 
 
 
Dear Mr Kennedy, 
 
I walk by the Old Coop Building twice a day from both directions and during the last 4 weeks only I have witnessed 5 
near misses involving vehicles parked facing the Castlebay Hotel whereby they have all reversed onto the main road 
which as you know is on the brow of a hill. Each time a vehicle approaching from either a westerly or easterly direction 
they have had to take emergency action as in performing an emergency stop in order to avoid a collision. 
This is the priority reason why the Old Coop Building must be vacated and demolished as soon as possible. 
We must not wait until someone gets injured or killed due to above observations. 
As stated above I walk by twice a day so I am only present for 6 minutes in any 24 hour period so that raises grave 
concerns as to how many other near misses are there every day and it is not even the busiest time of year. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

 
Isle of Barra 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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From:
Sent: 17 February 2020 10:42
To: Gordon Kennedy
Subject: RE: Asset Transfer Request  Barra

[External Email] 
 
 
Hi Gordon 
 
 
Sorry to have over looked this 
 
my full postal address is 

 
Isle of Barra 

 
 
Regards 
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> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
> From:  
> Sent: 23 January 2020 21:04 
> To: Community Asset Transfer <communityassettransfer@cne‐siar.gov.uk> 
> Subject: Asset Transfer Request Barra 
> 
> [External Email] 
> 
> 
> Dear Mr Kennedy 
> Regarding the request  made by Buth Bharraidh Ltd and relaing to the  
> Old Coop Building, Castlebay and the purchase of the land. I would  
> like to make the following comments. 
> 
> 1. I think the Buth Bharraidh is providing a very good service and  
> deserves a Retail space on the island. 
> 
> 
> 2. I do not agree with their proposal to purchase this piece of land  
> to retain and renovate the existing building to be utilised as a  
> Community Hub and Retail Space for the following reasons. 
> I think the piece of land  is in a much too dangerous position, for  
> both pedestrians and drivers as it is on a blind corner where vehicles  
> are moving in and out of the small parking area used by clientele for  
> the hotel, the shop, a private residence and a bike rental company. 
> Yours sincerely 
> 
>   
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From:
Sent: 13 February 2020 19:49
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Re: Asset transfer request Castlebay old co-op

[External Email]  

 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From 
 

Dear Sir,  
I am writing to lodge my objection to the Asset transfer of the Castlebay old co‐op. 
Some years ago I was on a committee that voted to answer a question regarding the demolition of the building. The 
answer then was to get it demolished. I personally feel it should still be demolished. The corner it stands on and its close 
proximity to the main road in my opinion  a safety hazard. On numerous occasions especially in the summer vehicles are 
pulling out into the road or reversing which is worse into the road. Then there are the pedestrians who think it perfectly 
fine to cross the road at what could be described as a  blind corner. I would also question what car parking facilities go 
with this building? Who is the car park actually owned by or is it only available by a landowners good will. 
The applicants state that they want to have a community hub, why when there are local village halls that can be and are 
used for this.  
What started out as a local produce sales place seems to me to have become a business that supplies goods that can 
not in way be classed as local, but could be trading in opposition to other local stores.  
Why is a private business such as Barra Bike Hire using this building for their business? 
One off the reasons they give to remain there is that they do not want to move to an 'industrial' site. Well i could not 
disagree more. These units were purposely built for this kind off business and already houses some lovely businesses. 
And with the 'new' co‐op across the road there would be plenty opportunity for their business. 
I was born and brought up on Barra and I think it is time we started to stand up against letters and petition signatories 
who do not even live here as is the case with some that i have read in this request. 
If this transfer is granted I hope it is sold at market prices and not for a pittance. It is a great pity the council did not do 
as it was asked to do those years and demolished it, because the reasons then are just as valid today. 
 
Regards 

 

Isle of Barra 
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From:
Sent: 17 February 2020 10:28
To: Gordon Kennedy
Subject: Re: BUTH BHARRAIGH

[External Email]  

 

Dear Mr kennedy  

  

Once again we the undersigned have found that we have to write to put forward our reasons for wanting the council to stay true 
to their word and follow the wishes of the people who voted to have that lump of concrete ( the old co op building ) demolished.  

  

As the new proposal by the Buth appears to be the exact same ( played around with the words a bit ) I can not see what this is 
going to achieve.  Are they intent on wasting even more of our money ? 

Have they not wasted enough ? 

As a so called community business they are intent on wasting council money , money which could have been used to help the 
island.  How much rent has the council lost by holding the new unit for them ?  

I think it is time to cut the cord , demolish the building , offer the unit and if it's not taken up then let them find their own premises 
. The council have bent over backwards to help them , and although I know the council will help all business on the island there 
has got to come a point when enough is enough . 

A quote from one of their directors was " we cant afford to move in there , we cant afford to change it to what we need " , if they 
cant afford the rent and fitting out of a brand new unit then how are they going to afford the refurbishment of a building which is 
an eyesore . A profitable business can afford the rent you are asking for that building  

  

I will list all the points the same as before as nothing has changed except shoukd the land be considered for sale then it should 
be put up for sale on the open market  

  

1. If the old co op building is to remain and be sold against the wishes of the people of Barra who voted for its demolition , then it 
should be put on the open market in order to give all local businesses a chance to buy it . 

  

2. The Buth is not the only community shop on the island , we are all community shops and businesses , we all support the 
community , provide employment and sell local crafts and produce . Perhaps the Buth should remember that they are a very 
small employer , that producers have other outlets on the island to sell produce and goods such as the airport cafe , the post 
office, the toffee factory and Barra Island Stores, and that we all support local charities and fundraising events .  
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3. The Buth have available to them brand new unit to move into ,which is not an industrial area as stated by them , and it is in 
the heart of Castlebay  .To use tourists needing information as an excuse as to why they need to stay in the building is incorrect 
. What happens with all the tourists who fly in or come through the north ? We have just as many ,if not more ,tourists travelling 
to Barra from Uist or flying in as we do coming in from Oban .Tourists also get help with accomodation from many other stores 
and service providers. 

  

4.The building is an eyesore and is positioned on a corner making it impossible to see vehicles coming down the hill . This has 
always been a hazard but with the increase in traffic over the years this has become dangerous.There is no parking for the 
building , and tourist vehicles often park at the side of the road ( after filling up the spaces for the hotel )making the area even 
more of a hazard.  

When the plans for this building were originally submitted it was denied planning permission on the basis that it would cause a 
hazard due to the blind corner and also it had no parking . The only reason it was granted permission was the co-op threatened 
to pull out of the deal and not build on Barra .The decision was made to grant permission and this was correct for the people of 
Barra at the time but times have changed . The council agreed to give the co-op a payment for them to vacate the building and 
build a new co op on the site they now occupy , the council then asked the people of Barra what should become of the old 
building and they voted to have it demolished and the site landscaped . This was in order to improve safety on the road at the 
hotel and to get rid of a very ugly building . 

As there has not been any other survey carried out and the population of Barra have not been asked to vote again regarding the 
building , the decision should stand.  

  

5.Buth Bharraigh do not speak for the people of Barra as stated in the letter sent in with the application . This letter stated that 
the people of Barra wanted the demolition order ceased , this was the views of the people associated with Buth Bharraigh and 
not the Island as a whole .Nothing has changed since the vote , the road has not widened and parking spaces have not 
appeared , the building should be demolished as agreed. 

  

6. Since Buth Bharraigh opened we have lost the Island market which was a great place for everyone on Barra to sell goods 
without commission . It was always well attended by locals and a great meeting place. It is missed by many locals who do not 
use the Buth as it is not the same as an organised and regular event such as the local market was. The local groups had a 
chance to make some money buy doing the teas each month , the teas were very popular . 

  

7. Free WiFi is provided by many shops and hotels for tourist use and they can still offer that in the new unit .The  post office , 
the deck , cafe kismuil ,Blasda cafe , calmac , library , sports centre, Barra Island Stores , airport and Coffee shop at Ardmhor 
all offer free WiFi and most have a place to sit and have tea or coffee . 

  

8. Laundry facilities will be available at the new pontoons and there is plenty of space in the new unit should they wish to 
continue with the machines. Local campsites also offer commercial machines for use by bed and breakfast and locals wanting 
to wash large items .Croft 183 has 15kg washer dryers which can be used by locals and tourists alike . 

  

9.Buth Bharraigh fought to remain down at the unit they were using when they opened , why are they so adamant they can’t 
move back to the area? When they were forced  to move into the old co-op building , they were told it was temporary , they were 
told that the building would be demolished . They took the lease on knowing this. They then openly boasted that the council was 
building them a new unit but suddenly this unit is not good enough . We were also offered this building as we were being thrown 
out of our unit at the same time , we asked if there was a possibility that we could buy the unit given that it needed a lot of work 
to bring it up to standard . We were told no , under any circumstances , the building had a demolition order on it and any move 
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would be temporary . Why tell us a firm NO then allow another business to make an offer on the property without even asking 
the people of the Island or other businesses if they are interested in it .  

  

Bharraigh has that there is a migration of tourists and shoppers to 
Horgh area , therefore damaging business in the main street .  

  

I disagree with this as there will never be a time when tourists and 
locals stop using the main street, but they also use the close by 
area of Horgh .  

  

The main street has the following  

  

Calmac port office - used by tourists and locals alike . 

  

The post office and tearoom - a place tourists often ask to visit and 
used daily by locals  

  

The bank and only cash machine  

  

The ferry to the castle - used by tourists . 

  

Kismuil cafe- a tourist attraction in itself , very busy in the summer, 
used by locals and tourists . 
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A C MacLean stores - stocking newspapers, magazines , fresh 
meats , fuel and tourist souvenirs.  This and the Top shop are 
widely used by locals daily and by tourists alike . 

  

The doctors surgery and the CAB office- used daily by locals  

  

The fish van - always very busy when in the square . 

  

The community hall - again well used by locals and tourists alike 

  

The church - the heart of the community . 

  

The area in Horgh only enhances the village , giving the 
supermarket facility, Barra Gin , Hairdressers and Beauty salon , 
Barra island stores - selling home made ice cream , high quality 
locally made crafts , and local produce .  

  

I feel that by having the two areas it helps tourists explore the area 
as they come down from the main street. They can visit the 
Heritage centre , the thrift shop , The deck - selling beautiful tourist 
gifts along with home made and very famous hebridean toffee , the 
fitness suite and pool and Blasda cafe . 

  



5

Castlebay as a whole has a lot to offer and I dont think there has 
been any migration from the main street by tourists or locals.  I am 
aware that we have lost a couple of shops but we still have 
adequate business for the area to thrive .  

  

For those people coming off the plane , it the ferry at Ardmhor it will 
make no difference where The Buth is situated and for people 
coming off the ferry in castlebay they will have a short walk to 
Horgh should they move to the new unit. 

  

Overall the demolition of the building is best for the safety and 
appearance of the area . 

  

  

  

We , the undersigned ,would like it noted that We are against  the proposed asset transfer of the old co op building to Buth 
Bharraigh.  

  

Regards 

  

 isle of barra  

 , isle of barra  

 , isle of barra  

 , isle of barra  

 , isle of barra  

 , isle of barra  

  , isle of barra  
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From:
Sent:
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: RE: Old co op building

[External Email]  

Dear mr kennedy   
 
I have signed a letter regarding the proposed transfer of the land at the old coop building , I want the building demolished .  I felt 
I had to write a very brief letter from myself only .  
 
I have always supported the Buth but I feel the way they have used social media and the press to try to being the council into 
disrepute is bad business practise.   
They are failing to tell the truth in the statements they release and when questioned still wont state the facts .  
 
Most of the people who signed those petitions were not from the island and have no business putting forward their views based 
on a brief two week holiday every year . They had no idea what they were signing .  
The statement made many times that they did not know the move was temporary was completely untrue yet not one of the 
directors will admit this . I published an email sent by sarah stating she knew yet still they denied it .  
Are you aware the at the end of the petition there was a page asking for donations to help their cause ? I found this out from a 
couple of contributors who took their names off the petition but stated that they had already contributed and asked if I knew what 
the money was going to be used for .  
 
I , along with many more islanders , are fed up with the constant media nonsense that is being put up,  annoyed with the lies 
and we want the building down to improve safety and the look if the area . The castlebay hotel will look lovely with this gone .  
 
I wanted to lease the new unit but couldnt as it is being kept for them , I am willing to support this but for how long ? It has been 
18 months , that is a lot of lost revenue .  
 
I would also like to thank you for the use of the building ( at a very reasonable cost ) over christmas and hope it was in a 
satisfactory condition when handed back.  It is an excellent retail unit , plenty of space , facilities and in a good position . Should 
the Buth take up your offer of moving back to the area I am sure they will find the unit perfect.  
 
Regards 
 

  
  

Isle of barra  
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From:
Sent: 14 February 2020 17:28
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Castlebay Asset transfer

[External Email]  

I would like to resubmit my objection to the proposed Asset transfer of the old Castlebay Co-op building my name is  
 

 

Isle of Barra 
 

 
My understanding of the old co-op building was that a consultation was held including the local community councils  and 
the view of the community was that the building should be demolished. 
 
From a personal view my experience of driving past the building this summer has reinforced my opinion that the location 
is neither suitable for a public hub and retail space. 
 
The poor visibility on the corner coupled with the pavement being on the opposite side of the from the building means that 
as you drive round the blind corner at the buildings entrance customers are frequently crossing to the pavement on the 
other side of the  road as there is no pavement on the buildings side of the road. 
I myself have on several times last summer encountered visitors on the road there either crossing or walking down the 
road. 
This is neither a safe or satisfactory situation to be encountered while driving on the main road around Barra and can only 
lead to an unfortunate incident eventually. 
In conclusion I feel that this is not a suitable location to be bringing members of the community to a hub due to the 
significant road safety issues the locations brings with it, particularly when more suitable modern retail units are available 
nearby in Castlebay. 
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From:
Sent: 30 January 2020 10:50
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Castlebay old Coop

[External Email]  

Good Morning, 
  
I write to express my objections in the application of a transfer of assets from the Comhairle to the Buth 
Bharraigh in respect of the Old Coop building in Castlebay. 
  
I object to its current location on the basis of it being a safety hazard for not only pedestrians, but for vehicles 
in general. The road bend situated outside the Buth, which is one of the busiest sections of road used in Barra 
and is particularly blind for vehicle drivers. Not only do you have pedestrians leaving the shop on a bling 
corner, you also have vehicles reversing out from underneath the hotel car park directly onto the main road. 
This is extremely dangerous and can only be addressed by removing nature of the blind corner. Not only 
should the Asset transfer be denied, the Comhairle need to take action demolish the building and make safe 
this section of road. 
  
I have no objection to the business, in fact it appears to be a very successful business and proves popular 
amongst visitors to Barra. I have used the business before and I wish it every success in the future for the 
benefit to Barra, however not in it's current location. 
  
Best Regards, 
  

 

 
 

Isle of Barra 
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From:
Sent: 29 January 2020 22:23
To: Community Asset Transfer
Subject: Fwd: Old Co-op building Asset transfer request.

[External Email]  

 

Date: 29 January 2020  

To whom it may concern. 

I write to formally object to the above request and I outline my reasons below. 
 
The building in its current state is clearly not suitable for a community resource even in 
the short term. The building was not designed for longevity and is clearly dilapidated 
and has gone far beyond its natural life span.  It is a blot on the landscape.  In terms of 
the long term prospect of the site, it is far too small to be able to be redeveloped 
without significant disruption and detriment to the local community. 
My two main objections  to redevelopment of the site is the lack of consideration of 
access to    .     a legal right of access to the back 
of the property which is already frequently blocked during summer months with no 
efforts being made with the current occupiers to remedy the problem. During the 
summer months the access is frequently blocked by   

. Also customers using the laundry service 
park outside while waiting for their washing to be collected. 
 
My second concern is that of parking. The site as it is now does not provide sufficient 
parking and should it be redeveloped that would remain the case. This is a considerable 
concern given current parking practices in the area and the danger caused by the 
building being too close to the road and creating a blind corner on a 
hill. 
 
In terms of the body that has applied for this asset transfer I am unclear on whether or 
not this enterprise meets the criteria set out  in the Communities Empowerment 
(Scotland) Act  2015 given its primarily commercial nature and the lack of information 
regarding its composition.  In addition I have significant concerns that the proposed 
development have no funding plans in place and I understand the cost of a project of 
the size proposed is high. It was not the purpose of the 2015 Act to transfer assets to 
bodies without significant assurances and planning that the building would be 
sufficiently cared for.  There are alternative sites which would not require monetary 
resource and perhaps more realistic ventures. 
My suggestion is that the area would be best served being landscaped and used as a 
viewing point for visitors and locals to enjoy the scenery. 
Kind regards, 

 

Isle of Barra. 
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From:
Sent: 14 February 2020 10:06
To: Community Asset Transfer

[External Email]  

  
Dear Sir 
  
I find it almost beyond belief that I have to submit yet another objection to the latest attempt by Buth Bharraigh to stall 
or block the will of the people of Barra.  
  
Their latest proposals do not change not one single iota of the objections I raised in my earlier objection. 
  
I will now outline my objections. 
  
Road safety. 
  
The building is based on a blind summit and bad bend. During the tourist season not a day goes by when I don't hear of 
someone having a close call with a car pulling out into the road into oncoming traffic. Further, cars and campervans are 
routinely seen parking on the bend causing drivers coming from the Horve end to say a quick 'hail Mary' before pulling 
out into the middle of the road. How we have not had a serious incident is frankly beyond me. This fortunately ceases to 
be a problem during the winter as very few local people ever visit the establishment. 
  
They claim to be a local community shop. Anyone who knows Castlebay will realise that all the shops are community 
shops. The butchers in the high street for instance displays information to the local community in its window. It also 
sells local produce. Padula's arguably does more for the community than the Buth ever has. For instance the annual 
firework display and the Christmas grotto and lights have become high points in the Castlebay year. Local produce is 
also sold here.  
  
The idea that it is a local tourist office is also something that needs addressing. If you ignore that fact that many in the 
community still feel that by taking over the tourist office instead of joining the real community and fighting the 
proposed closure of the tourist office leading to three people losing their jobs, are they actually giving an essential 
service in this time of social media and internet .The truth is all the shops and establishments are always happy to help 
people looking for help and advice. 
  
Moving the Buth to the new units would allow the same service to be given to tourists and give the people of Barra 
what they voted for ‐ a landscaped area where a large lump of concrete currently occupies.  
  
It cannot of escaped any ones attention that 'pop up' Christmas shop in the unit earmarked for the Buth was a great 
success. Indeed what an eye opener it was to see the amount of floor space that unit has. Surely any business that 
locates to that area cannot but see an increase in footfall due to the close proximity of the Co‐Op, Padulas, and 
Barraheads Salon 
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