
Buth Bharraigh 

Faye/Sarah

Many thanks for getting in touch with us through Lorne Macleod, and to both of you for your time 
on the telephone to explain things further. I have now had a chance to discuss this briefly with our 
staff, but we have taken the view that it is not our place to explore this with the CnES directly.

The work of the Land Commission involves providing advice to the Scottish Government, and in 
addition providing advice to land owners, communities and others where appropriate. Much of the 
latter is through published protocols and guidance notes, and we are still in the early stages of this 
work when it comes to issues such as those which you have raised. Please note that the term 
"land" should be taken to include buildings.

As I understand it there seem to be two competing views as to the best use that could be made of 
the old co-op building that you mention. Buth Bharraigh believes that it would be best for its use to 
continue and be developed as a community shop, tourist information point and cycle hire hub. 
CnES believes that demolishing the building as part of a wider regeneration plan for Castlebay 
would be more in the public interest. 

It is not uncommon for this type of disagreement to arise, and the Community Empowerment 
(Scotland) Act 2015 implicitly recognised that in the provisions that it made under Part 5 - Asset 
Transfer Requests. This created an important right through which community bodies could, under 
certain circumstances, have the balance of interests assessed objectively and transparently, and it 
also set out the main criteria for such an assessment.

Without speaking directly with CnES it is difficult for us to judge the relative merits of their 
proposal against yours, and it is not in any case appropriate for us to do so. What we can say, 
however, is that the methodology created by part 5 of the 2015 Act is such as to give you a sensible 
and fair way forward here, whether pursued formally or informally.

Our suggestion is therefore that you might be best to respond to the Council's letter of 15th July by 
requesting a formal asset transfer under the terms of the 2015 Act, or alternatively suggest an 
informal decision assessment as per section 82 of the 2015 Act as a basis for further discussions. 
Further information is available at https://www.gov.scot/policies/community-
empowerment/asset-transfer/.
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At the end of the day there are difficult judgements to be made here as to where the balance of 
public interest lies in situations like this. It is important that this is assessed objectively and 
transparently. It may well be that in due course the Land Commission will want to produce further 
guidance relevant to dealing with situations like this, and I would be most grateful if you would 
keep us informed of progress through our Community Engagement Adviser, Helen Barton, to whom 
this is copied.

With best wishes
Andrew

Andrew Thin
Chair, Scottish Land Commission
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This email is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual(s) to whom it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please destroy this email and any attachments and all copies, and inform the sender immediately. Please 
be advised that any unauthorised use of this document is strictly prohibited. 

As a public body, the Scottish Land Commission falls under the requirements of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 
2002 to disclose any information (including electronic communication) that it may hold on a particular topic when requested 
to do so by a person or body. If this causes concern, the Scottish Land Commission will be able to advise you further on this 
matter. For the avoidance of doubt the Scottish Land Commission's decision with regard to questions of disclosure and non-
disclosure shall be final.

The Scottish Land Commission is the controller of the personal data provided by you in any email correspondence with us.

Please note that the personal data which you provide will be stored and/or processed by the Scottish Land Commission in 
order for us to perform services for you or correspond with you. Please go to www.landcommission.gov.scot/data-privacy for 
more information about the management of your personal data.

Tha am post-d seo dìomhair agus airson an duine/nan daoine a tha air ainmeachadh anns an t-seòladh a-mhàin. Mur ann 
dhutsa a tha e, bu chòir dhut am post-d, lethbhreac sam bith dheth agus ceanglachan sam bith a tha na chois a sguabadh às 
agus fios a chur dhan neach a chuir e sa bhad. Thoir an aire gu bheil e gu tur toirmisgte an sgrìobhainn seo a chleachdadh 
ann an dòigh sam bith gun ùghdarras. 

Mar bhuidhinn phoblaich, tha Coimisean Fearainn na h-Alba a' tighinn fo ullachaidhean Achd Saorsa an Fiosrachaidh (Alba) 
2002 gum feum e fiosrachadh sam bith fhoillseachadh a th’ aige air cuspair sònraichte sam bith (a’ gabhail a-steach 
conaltradh ann an cruth dealanach) ma thèid seo iarraidh le neach no le buidheann. Ma tha seo na adhbhar dragh dhut, is 
urrainn do Choimisean Fearainn na h-Alba barrachd comhairle a thoirt dhut air a’ chùis. Thoiribh an aire gur e Coimisean 
Fearainn na h-Alba a nì an co-dhùnadh deireannach a thaobh a bhith foillseachadh no gun a bhith foillseachadh dàta.

Is e Coimisean Fearainn na h-Alba stiùiriche an dàta phearsanta a bheir thu dhuinn ann an conaltradh puist-d.

Thoir an aire gun tèid an dàta pearsanta a bheir thu dhuinn a stòradh agus/no a phròiseasadh le Coimisean Fearainn na 
h-Alba gus an toir sinn seachad seirbheisean dhut agus gus an dèan sinn conaltradh riut. Gheibhear barrachd fiosrachaidh mu 
riaghladh an dàta phearsanta agad aig: www.landcommission.gov.scot/data-privacy 


