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To whom it may concern, 
 
I write with concern as chair of Barra & Vatersay Community Ltd it has come to the attention of the board 
that local enterprise Buth Bharraidh have been formally asked to vacate their current premises due to 
unsuitability of the building and have been advised to relocate to alternative premises in Horve. 
 
This causes great anxiety as a community given Buth Bharraidh are now established as a contributor to 
the local economy both as an outlet for local produce and as a tourist information facility in the absence 
of Visit Scotland. in their current location, providing tourist information in the hub of Castlebay 
 
As well as express concern we would also like to express that the alternative accommodation suggested 
for Buth Bharraigh at the Industrial unit in Horve is unsuitable both in terms of location and would be a 
backward step in terms of the company’s long-term plans. The area will not be large enough nor does it 
occupy a suitable position to conduct Tourist information services as you are located a good distance 
away from the ferry port, main street and local hotels and restaurants where Buth Bharraigh needs to be 
and is thriving in its current location. 
 
The only community consultation we are aware of in respect of this building is the Castlebay Charette 
report which was produced back in 2016. Please see below quoted from the study: [“Buth Bharraigh is 
a local community cooperative of over 50 producers stocking a wide range of arts and crafts, 
local fresh produce and a wide selection of locally made foods. Whilst the aesthetic of the 
building has been criticised a project of cosmetic improvements, care and maintenance would 
mitigate this and create a striking and contemporary addition to the built environment.  -Where 
visual quality of the building is poor, measures should be made to protect business and 
community assets alongside cosmetic and contemporary improvements to the architecture and 
associated public realm.”] 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Neil MacLennan. 
Chair of Coimhearsnachd Bharraidh agus Bhatarsaidh. 
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